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BIBLE DOCTRINE: WHO IS GOD? PART 2 

INTRODUCTION 

The Bible can be simplified into various themes that run from its beginning to end. Some of the themes are 
the redemptive program, the messianic thread, creation/corruption/restoration, among others. The primary 
expression of the Bible answers the question, who is God? 

This study will look at the primary characteristics, actions, and plan of God. It would take a lifetime to 
cover all the details. The student of the Word of God is tasked with perpetually understanding and growing 
in knowledge of God. 

INCOMPREHENSIBILITY - Review 

Incomprehensibility is defined as the inability to be known. This attribute does not relate to man’s ability 
but to God’s character. Because of God’s character, the limitation of man is revealed; the more information 
we know about God, man’s limitations become more amplified.  

Knowing God is a privilege. We must first understand our limitations. We cannot know God through 
musings and observations within this created universe. The only way to know God is through His revelation 
of Himself. Understanding the nature of God means that we have no ability to know God. 

The result of understanding the incomprehensibility of God is not despair or agnosticism but humility. With 
that humility must come a submission to the revelation of God. Without His intervention, we would never 
know Him; without the knowledge of God (the truth of God), we are lost.  

KNOWABILITY 

Last week, we began to contrast the incomprehensibility of God with the knowability of God. 

God, Himself, is the source of our knowledge of Him. Only truth comes from God. Once sin entered history, 
man has distorted truth or has claimed he is the source of truth. Furthermore, he has perverted, blunted, 
diluted, and corrupted the truth that God has given. For us, the only absolute truth is the written Word of 
God. The natural world, though it does reveal some things about God, is limited and can be (and most often 
is) misread by mankind. The human mind, though created by God to have the ability to observe His creation 
and understand the Bible, is greatly limited. Human experiences are not reliable sources of the true 
knowledge of God. 

True knowledge of God has been revealed through Jesus Christ and explained by the apostles.  

The knowledge of God is first factual. Those facts are designed to alter what we know about God. With that 
information, the believer can have confidence about the nature, will, and desires of God.  

The knowledge of God was revealed progressively throughout history. All that was revealed to Israel 
through Abraham was expanded through Moses, David, and the prophets (Exodus 6:3). Furthermore, the 
knowledge of the plan of God about the church was not fully understood until Paul came around (Ephesians 
3:4-6). Eschatology was not fully understood until both Paul and John were given information to record in 
their writings. 

Why study God? What are the purposes of knowing God as stated in the Bible? 

1. 1 Timothy 2:4 – The means for salvation is found in the truth of God. 
2. John 17:3 – Having eternal life has the result of knowing Him. 
3. 2 Peter 3:18 – We’re to grow in grace with doctrinal knowledge. 
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4. Ephesians 1:18 – We can understand the benefits of being a child of God and its future promises. 
5. 2 Peter 1:5-8 – Knowledge of God permits a person to live a good, godly life so that we are both 

useful to God and fruitful in our lives.  
6. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 – The truth of God informs us of what is next and gives us hope and 

comfort in the face of death. 

Conclusion of the incompressibility and knowability of God 

To understand how the Bible teaches the knowledge of God, we must understand that the Bible is God's 
revelation. Through His Word, He reveals information about Himself. The most important question that a 
student must ask from any text is what does this teach me about God? The Scriptures attest to two facts: 
God is incomprehensible, and God is knowable. To say that He is incomprehensible is to come to terms with 
the fact that our mind cannot have any knowledge or understanding about Him without His intervention. To 
say that He is knowable is to be humble in light of our limitations and yield to Scripture to teach us about 
God. 

THE GOD OF CREATION 

The historical record of creation is found in Genesis 1-2 and provides	the	details	of	God	creating	
everything	that	we	see.	The	entire	event	of	creation	took	six	days	and	occurred	around	6,020	years	
ago.	Chapter	1	details	the	six	days	of	creation.	Refer	to	our	study	of	Genesis	on	the	website	for	more	
detailed	information.	

Day	1	–	Creation	of	Light:	Separation	of	Light	and	Darkness	

Day	2	–	Separation	of	the	Waters	(Seas,	Atmosphere,	Canopy)	

Day	3	–	Creation	of	Dry	Land	and	Vegetation	
Day	4	–	Creation	of	the	Sun,	Moon,	and	Stars	

Day	5	–	Creation	of	Fish,	Sea	Creatures,	and	Birds	
Day	6	–	Creation	of	Insects,	Creeping	Things	(Bugs),	and	Land	Animals,	Mankind	

The	end	of	Chapter	1	and	the	entirety	of	Chapter	2	provides	further	detail	concerning	the	creation	of	
mankind	(man	and	woman).	In	this	account,	we	see	that	God	provided	for	mankind.	

Genesis	1:28-30	–	Provisions	
Genesis	2:8-9	–	Variety	

Genesis	2:8-14	–	Aesthetics	

Genesis	2:15-17	–	Purpose	
Genesis	1:28,	2:18-20	–	Authority	

Outside	of	Genesis,	many	passages	refer	to	God	being	the	Creator.	Let's	look	at	just	a	few:		

Nehemiah	9:6;	Isaiah	45:18;	John	1:1-3;	Acts	17:22-26;	Colossians	1:15-16;	Revelation	4:11	

In	the	Bible,	we	can	demonstrate	consistency	in	the	knowledge	of	God.	God	created	the	world	and	
everything	in	it.	We	see	that	Jesus	Christ,	the	Son,	is	also	attributed	as	being	the	Creator.	The	primary	
reason	to	honor	God,	to	recognize	that	He	is	the	only	God,	and	to	put	aside	all	other	false	gods	is	that	
He	is	the	One	who	created	all	things,	and	apart	from	God,	nothing	can	or	would	exist.	


