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Ruth 2:8-13 – Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen carefully, my daughter. Do not go to glean in 
another field; furthermore, do not go on from this one, but stay here with my maids. Let your eyes 
be on the field which they reap, and go after them. Indeed, I have commanded the servants not to 
touch you. When you are thirsty, go to the water jars and drink from what the servants draw.” Then 
she fell on her face, bowing to the ground and said to him, “Why have I found favor in your sight 
that you should take notice of me, since I am a foreigner?” Boaz replied to her, “All that you have 
done for your mother-in-law after the death of your husband has been fully reported to me, and 
how you left your father and your mother and the land of your birth, and came to a people that you 
did not previously know. May the LORD reward your work, and your wages be full from the 
LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to seek refuge.” Then she said, “I 
have found favor in your sight, my lord, for you have comforted me and indeed have spoken kindly 
to your maidservant, though I am not like one of your maidservants.” 

Review 

1. Naomi is a woman of Bethlehem, Judah.  

2. Ruth is Naomi’s daughter-in-law and is not an Israelite but a Moabite. 

3. Both Naomi's husband and Ruth's husband (Naomi's son) have died, leaving them destitute. 

4. After insisting that Ruth goes back to her family, probably for survival, Ruth responds. 

But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from following you; for where you go, I will 
go, and where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God. “Where 
you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. Thus may the LORD do to me, and worse, if anything but 
death parts you and me.” When she saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her 
(Ruth 1:16-18). 

Ruth makes this declaration to Naomi, but verse 16 is a statement from a Moabite to an Israeli. Please 
permit me a point of conjecture. This statement basically tells that Ruth became a proselyte, coming 
under the banner of Israel by dedicating herself to the God of Israel and the people of Israel. 

In reconsidering the content of this statement to Naomi and Boaz’s statements to Ruth, I do believe that 
Ruth did not simply want to go with her mother-in-law, but she desired to come under the banner of 
Israel and have YHWH be her God.   

5. Naomi decides to return to Bethlehem and she, with Ruth, arrive at the beginning of barley harvest. 

Chapter 2 verses 1-3 

This chapter is the introduction of Ruth and Boaz. Verse 1 explains that Naomi is NOT blood-related to 
Boaz. Rather, Boaz is associated with Naomi’s deceased husband, Elimelech. Boaz is a wealthy man 
belonging to Elimelech’s clan.  

The NASB begins with a designation of “kinsman,” the Hebrew word is “ עַדיֹמ  mōdah.” This word is the 
noun form of the verb “yadah,” which means to know. This exact form is found in Job 19:14 and 4 times in 
Psalms where it is translated friends or acquaintances. The word means someone who is known. The word 
for redeemer comes up later. 
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In verse 2, Ruth requests to glean in the fields among the ears of grain. Some have tried to read into this a 
bit by saying that this is a wheat harvest gleaning. That would put this situation about 3 months after the 
barley harvest. The problem is that the word for barley is used 6 times in Ruth (1:22, 2:17, 23, 3:2, 15, 17). 
The word for ears of grain is simply the branches of grain. 

Gleaning means to pick up what was missed or dropped by the harvesters. This practice is commanded 
in Scripture (Leviticus 19:9-10). By decree of the Lord, gleaning was a right of the poor and the 
foreigner.  

The statement that Ruth makes here is a curious one. Was Ruth trying to win favor by gleaning, or was Ruth 
looking for a field to glean belonging to someone that would show her favor? Even though the Law 
permitted the poor to glean, it does not mean that all permitted it or had to manage it. 

It is important to comment that verse 1 is an introductory summary. The writer overtly alludes to what is 
about to happen, but the text does not indicate that Ruth intentionally went into Boaz’s field. 

Ruth’s statement in verse 2 is most likely a statement that she is going to go glean in a field where she 
able. 

Verse 3 indicates that she began to work in the field gleaning after the reapers and eventually made it into 
the portion that was owned by Boaz. Lit., “and it happened she chanced upon a plot of the field of Boaz.” 
The language does not indicate that she was intending to win or be noticed by Boaz. According to the text, 
this is simply what happened without any planning. 

Is this God? Probably. But the text does not attribute this to God. In reading, we do not conclude that 
this was divine intervention, but I also do not dismiss it. 

In their culture, the agricultural fields were connected, one large field that was owned by many, 
probably relatives. The entire harvest was collected by workers and the harvest was split in accordance 
with the portion of land owned by each person. They would hire workers to till the land, plant, and 
harvest it, and afterward split the harvest. This saved costs and gave some insurance in case a portion of 
the land did not produce for one reason or another.  

Verse 4-7  

Boaz comes onto the scene. Boaz does not recognize Ruth and asked about her. He was told that this was 
the young Moabite woman. Obviously, word gets around rapidly and their story was probably well-known 
to everyone in Bethlehem.  

The foreman tells Boaz of her requests and her labor. This evidently impresses Boaz (verse 11) because 
of her hard word to provide for herself and Naomi (17). 

Verses 8-13  

The conversation between Boaz and Ruth is of great importance. The good report the foreman gave of 
Ruth’s humility and diligence confirmed what had heard about her dedication to Naomi and Israel and 
YHWH. With fatherly kindness he spoke to her:  
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• Listen carefully my daughter  
• Do not go to reap in another field, and go not away from here, and stay with my maids.  
• I have commanded the servants not to touch you (to not harm you) 
• If you are thirsty drink from the jars from where the servants drink 

Ruth is blown away by this generosity.  Ruth fell upon her face, bowing down to the ground, to thank him 
reverentially, and said to Boaz, “Why have I found favor in your sight that you should take notice of me, 
since I am a foreigner?” 

Favor – “ ןֵח  hēn” – grace to be given, to look at with sympathy or care, to receive a person kindly. She 
found grace. This is the exact same construction as in Genesis 6:8 (Noah) and Exodus 33:13-16 (the 
intercession of Moses). The phrase is borrowed from theological uses and is used 36 times in the 
Hebrew text to demonstrate grace from one person to another. The main emphasis is that the one who 
receives is not worthy of the blessing from the one who gives (although it may be a request).  

Boaz replied, “All that you have done for your mother-in-law after the death of your husband has been fully 
reported to me, and how you left your father and your mother and the land of your birth, and came to a 
people that you did not previously know. May the LORD reward your work, and your wages be full from 
the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to seek refuge.”  

In Boaz’s statement derived from Deuteronomy 32:11 and repeated in the Psalms, we see the genuine 
godly mental attitude of an Israelite who knows YHWH and honors Him with understanding and 
fulfilment of the covenant of YHWH. 

Notice that Boaz recognizes that Ruth gave up everything and risked everything in order to come under 
YHWH, the God of Israel, for both protection and provision. 

Ruth replies, “I have found favor in your sight, my lord, for you have comforted me and indeed have spoken 
kindly to your maidservant, though I am not like one of your maidservants.,”  

A maid would have been a close relative, Ruth recognizes that this honor is granted only to those who 
are family. Boaz is treating her like a daughter and not like a foreigner. 

The NASB translates verse 13 as a conclusion (I have found favor). These are the same two words from 
verse 10. The interesting grammatical consideration is that this is in the Qal Imperfect Stem. This 
statement indicates that Ruth is perpetually finding grace because of the words and actions of Boaz. 

This needs to be clear here. There is no romantic love in these words. This is Boaz acting as a father 
figure here. He didn’t offer her the chance not to work, nor did he invite her to drink from his personal 
jars. He is treating her well, with amazing grace, not as a wife but as a working relative. 

The reason given in this text for Boaz’s grace is because of Ruth’s dedication to Naomi and that in 
understanding of the God of Israel, Ruth desired to be associated with YHWH and not the gods of her 
family.  

Ruth does not know at this time that Boaz is a redeemer. 
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Verses 14-16  

Boaz continues to show Ruth extraordinary grace by letting her eat of the harvest (as a worker) and giving her 
some additional gleaning opportunities. 

Verses 17-23  

At the end of the day, she reported back to Naomi and brought in what she had gleaned. She beat it out and 
had an ephah of barley. An ephah was equal to 10 omer (Exodus 16:36); an omer was typically enough for a 
person to eat for a day. What Ruth was able to glean would have been enough to feed her and Naomi for five 
days.  

Ruth relays all the events to Naomi and Naomi relates to Ruth that Boaz is a relative, one of their closest 
relatives. Two words are used here: 

The first is “ בֹורָק  qāhrôb” “This man is qāhrôb to us.” The word means near. This is used physically and 
metaphorically with obvious implications. 

The second word is “ לַאּגָ  gā al,” which we looked at last week. The word is a verb but used as a 
participle – one who does the act of kin. Redemption is one of the responsibilities of kin. We will deal 
more with this word in the next lesson. 

The chapter concludes with Ruth telling Naomi what Boaz offered to her and how Naomi instructs her 
daughter-in-law to accept the offer of Boaz and stay gleaning in the fields of Boaz. Now this gleaning takes 
place from barley harvest through the wheat harvest. 

The wheat harvest usually began while the barley harvest was nearing its end, so a new crop was 
available to glean. The beginning of the barley harvest is at the biblical Feast of Firstfruits. During this 
time, Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread took place. Pentecost, which would arrive 7 weeks 
later, was during the wheat harvest. 

From the time of the first interaction until the end of chapter 2 took place over a period of about 3 
months. The fact that Ruth is redeemed at the end of the wheat harvest, placing it around Pentecost, is 
the reason why Ruth is typically read during Pentecost in synagogues to this day. 

Conclusion 

The events of Ruth chapter 2 would have been very impactful for an Israelite reading this account. 

1. It demonstrates the understanding of YHWH by a Moabite woman. 
2. It demonstrates the grace of a prominent man of Israel who upholds the more important facets of the 

Law (to show mercy, to love justice, and to walk humbly with YHWH). 
3. It sets the stage for an amazing conclusion of redemption. It gives an example to all of Israel because 

this amazing grace not only saves two women in need, it also brings about the line of the King. 

  


