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PRETEXT WORK – THIRD JOHN 
12 QUESTIONS  

1. Who wrote this book?  

The elder – John the Apostle – This was discussed in the introduction to 2 John.  

To sum up, all of the evidence indicates that this author is the same as 1 John, 2 John, and the 
Gospel of John. They have undeniable similarities and vocabulary. We are not going to ask the 
question again, but if this is a question you desire to have answered, then please go back to our 
archive and listen or read the first lesson on 2 John. 

2. To whom is the book addressed?  

To beloved Gaius. 

There was a Gaius of Derbe (Acts 19:29, 20:4), also a Gaius in Corinth (1 Corinthians 1:14). 
This Gaius is probably not one of them. The text does not mention Paul, and Gaius was a 
common name in 1st Century Greek civilization.   

3. Where was it written?  

This is unknown based upon the context of the letter.  

The traditional location is Ephesus after John’s release from Patmos. John calls himself the 
elder and does not speak in the plural as he does in 1 John, speaking for all the apostles. Since 
the location is not stated, we hold any conjecture about the location very loosely. 

4. When was it written? 

The most accepted time frame among historians is about 90 AD, but both the location and time 
are based solely upon conjecture. Although the letter is well preserved in many very old 
manuscripts of the New Testament, the early church fathers do not mention this book or its 
content until the middle of the third century. 

5. What was the occasion of the writing? 

The letter seems to be written after John received a report speaking of Gaius and some trouble 
within the church with which he is associated. 

6. What was the purpose of the writing? 

This letter is personal, both encouraging Gaius and warning him of those who challenge 
apostolic authority. 
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7. What were the circumstances of the author when he wrote?  

The text does not indicate that John is imprisoned (some think John was on the prison island of 
Patmos at this time). Verses 3 and 10 indicate that he has both the ability to receive company 
and to travel. This demonstrates that he is free and overseeing various congregations.   

8. What were the circumstances of those to whom he wrote?  

Gaius seems to be doing well and it appears that John expected him to be in good health. Gaius 
seems to be faithful and his love is well known to all the churches.  

9. What glimpses does the book give into the life and character of the author?  

John’s words demonstrate that he has great love and care for Gaius. John is encouraging, 
recognizing the faithfulness and sacrifice of Gaius. Yet John is also very straightforward about 
the issue with Diotrephes. In verse 11, evil and good are contrasted, obviously speaking of 
Diotrephes, and encouraging Gaius to imitate what is good. Verses 9-12 are very authoritative 
and John doesn't need to lean someone else's authority. This is very consistent with apostolic 
authority as we see in other books written by apostles. 

Contrast to Jude 17. Jude does not speak authoritatively, even though he was the brother of 
James and half-brother of Jesus.  

10. What are the leading ideas of the book?  

In this very short letter, the word “love” or a cognate of it is used five times; “truth” five times. 
The great encouragement of this book is love demonstrated through hospitality for others. 

11. What is the central truth of the book?  

To walk in truth, love others, avoid evil, and imitate what is good. 

12. What are the characteristics of the book? 

The 2nd and 3rd Epistles of John are the closest examples of a typical Greek letter that we have 
in the Greek Scriptures. These were written with ink on papyri (vs. 13), not a scroll. The length 
was typically limited to a single page since paper was at a premium. Each letter contains less 
than 300 words in total. And each letter is written with a simple introduction, body, and a simple 
conclusion. 

Even though it is short, the letter is encouraging and firm in regard to love for the brethren. 

Though it has been assigned 15 verses, it has only 219 words. The next shortest book is 2 John 
with 245 words (although only having 13 verses). Both could easily fit on a single sheet of 
papyrus and probably did. This is the only New Testament book not to have either “Jesus” or 
“Christ” in the text. 
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Outline 

I. Greetings and expressions of love (1-4) 

II. Admiration and commendation for Gaius’ faithfulness and love (5-8) 

III. Condemnation of Diotrephes (9-10) 

IV. Challenge to Gaius (11-12) 

V. Farewell and closing remarks (13-15) 


