
The Book of the Judges 

Beth Haven Church Book of Judges 

JUDGES 13:1-16:31 

Samson Part 2 

REVIEW 
The oppression of the Philistines – In pursuit of the Israelites, God places them under the rule of 
the Philistines; it takes 40 years to get Israel’s attention, and then Samson is chosen at the judge 
who will deliver Israel.  

The call of Samson – This is unique in that Samson was called before he was born, and it was his 
parents’ job to raise him to be devoted to God through the vow of the Nazarite. 

A bride for Samson and a lion of a tale – While a young man, God stirred Samson to ask for a 
bride from the Philistines. This scenario led to a few encounters that allowed Samson to fight 
against the Philistines, including the treachery of the Philistines in winning a wager. 

Samson continues his fight – Samson then takes revenge against the Philistines for the murder of 
his once betrothed and burns the crops of the Philistines. The Philistines chase Samson to Judah, 
but it was a trap and Samson kills a thousand men with a jawbone of a donkey. 

SAMSON – WHAT IS THE DEAL?  
So far, we have some very interesting details of the early life of Samson. Many have debated 
about what is behind this mayhem. 

Some think that Samson is very immature and is just doing things haphazardly as the Lord is 
spurring him to action without any real plan.  

Others say that the Spirit of the Lord coming upon him not only endowing Samson with 
amazing ability but also giving him an amazing mind for trickery and strategy. The whole 
scenario was being planned by Samson so that he would have a reason to fight. 

Based on this content, both are reasonable conclusions. Based upon the fact that Samson 
created riddles, songs, and was rather poetic in his battles, I think that Samson knew of the plan 
and carried it out under the Lord’s leading. There is no indication that Samson is unaware of the 
plan of God. 

Judges 15:20 – What is recorded is a sampling of the events of Samson. The fact that he judges 
Israel for 20 years indicates that there were many situations and conflicts along the way. Being 
supernaturally empowered enabled Samson to have a perpetual victory of the Philistines. If this 
information were all we had, we would conclude that Samson was a very successful judge in 
demonstrating the power and the faithfulness of God despite the obstinate people of Israel. This is 
the main point that we will emphasize in this account. Who is God? YHWH is faithful to His 
promises, even though Israel is not faithful to her promises.  
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JUDGES 16 – THE AFTERMATH 

JUDGES 16:1-3 – IN GAZA 
The death of Samson is just as spectacular as his beginning.  

Judges 16:1-3 – The first three verses set the stage for the rest. Samson is constantly being 
hunted by the Philistines and they were perpetually seeking to ambush him to capture or kill him. 
They were always looking to take him at his most vulnerable state, as he was sleeping. 

The immorality of Samson is not condoned or condemned. But it does lead to one important 
observation—being controlled by sex is the undoing of many godly people. 

Samson went to Gaza fully aware that he was more powerful than the Philistines. In Gaza, he saw 
a harlot and went into her. There is no indication that this “was of the Lord,” Judges 14:4).  

When this was told to the Philistines of Gaza, they surrounded him and waited to ambush Samson 
all night at the city gate. The phrase “let us wait until morning” probably indicates that they 
assumed that he would not leave before daybreak. They relied upon the fact that the gate was 
shut and secure and probably feel asleep. 

We do not know how Samson knew of the trap; we only see his response. Samson got up and 
“took hold of the doors of the city gate and the two posts and pulled them up along with the bars; 
then he put them on his shoulders and carried them up to the top of the mountain which is 
opposite Hebron.” The distance from Gaza to Hebron was about ten miles. This was obviously a 
feat of strength that would probably be a deterrent to his would-be assassins.  

JUDGES 16:4-27 – THE FALL OF SAMSON 
The story of Samson and Delilah is a well-known Sunday School lesson. The account of Samson 
going to a prostitute does not have any bearing upon this story and his immorality in the previous 
verses is not on display in this account.  

Delilah is enticed to betray Samson with money (1,100 pieces of silver from each person). 
Although she could be bought, the cost is high. This indicates that, although she 
enthusiastically seeks the betrayal of Samson, the initial relationship may have been thought to 
be true. 

Delilah’s questions and the following back-and-forth seem to be over the top (read 6-17). Who 
would fall for this? This is not answered in the text. 

Even after his hair was cut, he did not realize that the Lord had left him, and his strength would be 
gone (read 18-21). 

***The strength of Samson did not reside in his hair but in the fact that YHWH was with him. 
The vow of YHWH being with him is understood to be on the condition that Samson was a 
Nazarite. As soon as he broke the vow of the Nazarite by having his hair cut off, YHWH 
departed from him, and Samson became weak because YHWH had been his strength.*** 
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Even though he stated clearly in the text that getting a haircut would be his undoing, the fact 
that he stated "I will go out as at other times and shake myself free" may indicate that he said 
this to her not believing that God would leave him for breaking the vow. 

He was then captured, his eyes were gouged out, and he was made to be a grinder. This was 
to hand-grind corn or other grains. Grinding using hand mill was the hardest and lowest kind of 
slave labor, and both Greeks and Romans sentenced their slaves to this as a punishment. It is 
still performed by slaves to this day. 

In verse 22, there is a foreshadowing in the story. The hair began to grow back (Numbers 6:9-12). 
The shaving of the head broke the vow but not entirely. The vow of the Nazarite could be 
reinitiated. 

As the Philistines began to celebrate, they brought Samson out to make sport of him. And the 
stage is set for Samson’s final victory (read 23-27).  

So far, we have seen some of the most iconic situations played out in Sunday School history. But 
some preconceived notions are not in the text: 

1. Samson loved the ladies, meaning that he was a womanizer – This is the conclusion from 
the fact that there he plotted to take advantage of the Philistines with an orchestrated 
marriage. And there was a harlot that he visited in Gaza. And then concludes with Delilah. 
He obviously has a soft spot for the women in his life as he tells his secrets to a woman who 
was simply and obviously trying to extract the information. 

2. Delilah is a Philistine – Not stated 

3. Delilah is a harlot – Not stated 

4. This relationship was illicit and unlawful – Not stated 

5. This situation seems to have happened quickly, but we have no chronology of these events. 

6. Samson is judged for the sin of immorality. But, as we have seen, the Lord leaves Samson 
when the vow of the Nazarite is broken. 

JUDGES 16:28-31 – SAMSON’S LAST VICTORY 
After he had prayed to the Lord for strength for this last deed in vengeance against his and the 
Lord’s enemies, he embraced the two middle pillars upon which the building was erected, pushed 
against them, one with his right hand, the other with the left, and said, "Let my soul die with the 
Philistines." He pushed the two pillars with force, and the house fell upon the princes and all the 
people who were within.  

Samson’s act was not suicide but the act of a hero who sees that he must plunge into the midst of 
his enemies with the inevitable certainty of death to secure the righteous judgment and the 
deliverance of his people. The Lord proved to Israel and the Philistines that, even with Samson's 
death, God would not permit Israel to be under judgment perpetually and the evil and godless 
Philistines would also be served up to righteous judgment. 
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We can presume, given the fact that Samson’s brothers came to reclaim his body, that this act 
made a powerful impression upon the Philistines, not only the death of their princes and so many 
of their countrymen and the destruction of the temple of Dagon but also causing them to fear the 
God of the Israelites when Samson’s brothers show up. To conclude, it is stated again that 
Samson had judged Israel twenty years. 

JUDGES 17-21 – EPILOGUE 
The death of Samson closes the body of the book of Judges, which sets forth the history of the 
people of Israel under the judges in a continuous and connected form, but not necessarily a 
chronological one. The final four chapters bring two accounts. These accounts furnish valuable 
materials for forming an idea of the actual character of Israel as they head into the period of the 
kings and they provide necessary information as the history progresses. The first account (Judges 
17–18) is the account of Micah who turns to idol worship even while speaking of YHWH. It 
appears that Micah was attempting to worship YHWH under the form of a molten image. He did 
not see anything wrong with this, especially after conscribing a Levite to be his priest and the 
priest did not condemn the obvious sin of trying to create an image of God.  

The account progresses with the Danites, who could not secure their inheritance and were 
attempting to settle elsewhere. They steal Micah’s images, and the account concludes with 
them settling in Laish, a city of Dan. ***This account demonstrates how the nation of Israel 
(specifically the tribe of Dan) is in freefall from the Law and ordinances of YHWH, how Israel 
had a severe inclination for idolatrous worship of YHWH, and how this would continue until the 
Assyrian captivity of the northern portions of Israel.*** 

The second account (Judges 19–21) concerns the horrible act where the inhabitants of Gibeah in 
the territory of Benjamín attempted to commit evil on the Levite who stayed there for the night and 
actually did perform upon his concubine (rape). 

The consequence was a war of vengeance upon the tribe of Benjamin, who had protected the 
criminals. This demonstrates that Israel has deep moral corruption through the influence of the 
Canaanites, but a remnant still remained that attempted to follow the Law and follow YHWH, 
both morally and spiritually. In the end, even with this harsh judgment and the whole tribe of 
Benjamin nearly wiped out, there is provision for the godly people in Israel. 

In this section, the fact that there was no king in Israel is mentioned four times. There was no 
singular leader, and the Law was not supreme in Israel (Judges 21:24-25). By the end of Judges, 
the reader is left wondering how Israel would get out of this downward spiral. 

Enter the king, King David. But before that, there needs to be some back story. 

 


