
 
 

PHILIPPIANS CHAPTER 4 

Philippians 4:19-23 – And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches 
in glory in Christ Jesus. Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren who are with me greet you. 
All the saints greet you, especially those of Caesar's household. The grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.  

Verse 19  
And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. - NASB 

Observations: 

A correlation between this verse and verse 16 is evident – “you sent a gift for my need more than once.” 
The conjunction is “de,” which indicates a slight contrast to the previous section. The scenario seems to 
indicate that the Philippians have provided Paul’s needs even though they have needs themselves. 
Consequently, Paul is reassuring them that God will also provide for their needs. 
Many commentators state that this is a reciprocated supply in response to their generosity. “God’s 
supply is based upon the supply of the Philippian church to Paul, which is a well pleasing, acceptable 
sacrifice to God.” 
The verb is “πληρόω plēroō,” which indicates a fullness, to fully supply or bring to completion.  

The verb is in the Future Active Indicative – “He (God) will fully supply.” This verb is also used in 
verse 18 where Paul states, “I am fully supplied having received that which is from you.”  
In verse 19, the verb is in the Future Indicative and indicates a promise. 
To the Philippian church, God will fully supply their needs. 

In glory (en doxa) is literal and there is an interpretational question in regard to its use in this verse. 
Interpretation: 

Is this promise reciprocation from God due to the Philippian church giving to Paul? 
Is this promise given only to the Philippian church? 
What does in glory mean here? 

There is no promise that I can find in Scripture that is based on reciprocation. This promise is made 
without attachments, and the grammar does not support that this verse is based upon their actions. 
The conjunction “de” does not indicate a result but can be understood as a disjunctive, it is 
connected to but not reliant on the previous information. This promise is not a result of their 
behavior. It is a stand-alone promise. 
The idea of God providing for our needs is not as cut and dry as we may think. The principle that is 
found in Scripture is that God is benevolent and desires to demonstrate His love toward us. The 
promises in Scripture which pertain to us are almost always eternal, but there are a few references 
that demonstrate that God does provide now. 

Ephesians 3:20 – This seems to be in general, however the direct context is more about the 
spiritual provisions.  
James 4:1-3 – There seems to be an expectation that believers request needs and desires from 
God. But even in this section, it does not immediately address the needs of this life. 



 
 

PHILIPPIANS CHAPTER 4 

1 Timothy 6:7-9 – The list of needs in this life is very short. When those needs are present in the 
Scriptures, the expectation is that believers are to share and help one another so that all have their 
needs met. 
1 Thessalonians 4:9-12 – Live, work, and love so that we have a proper behavioral witness and 
not be in need. 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 – Follow Paul’s example and work for food, not expecting handouts. 
Ephesians 4:28 – Work so that you’ll have something to share with those who are in need. 
It seems to be consistent in the epistles that God has provided for our basic needs in this life 
through the community of believers, and God expects those who are capable to work. 

In glory is used in Luke 9:28-31; 1 Corinthians 15:42-43; Colossians 3:4; and 1 Timothy 3:16. So, 
what is going on in Philippians? 

The fulfilling of needs is according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. This has a couple 
different potentials. The first is that the provision is from glory (the spiritual realm) where Jesus 
is currently. The second is that the needs to be met are spiritual, not physical, and will come to 
fruition in glory, not in this life. 
I think the latter is more correct.  
Does God provide for our needs and wants in this life? Yes, He gives us the ability and 
opportunity to provide for ourselves. If there are those who do not have one or the other (or 
both), then God gives us each other to provide for those needs. 

Verse 20 

Observations: 

Doxology – a hymn or statement that directs attention to the splendor of God in all that He is and does. 
Ephesians 3:20-21 
2 Timothy 4:18 
2 Peter 3:18 

Verses 21-23 

Observations: 

The word for greet is “ἀσπάζομαι aspazomai.” This word means to unfold the arms, salute, welcome, 
embrace. The expectation is not to simply say hello but to be welcoming to every believer. 

Paul states that there are brothers with him. This indicates that more that Timothy and Epaphroditus are with 
him. Paul has an additional support structure in Rome even while under house arrest. 

All the saints greet you has a broader spectrum, not only those with him but those who are not with him but 
have expressed solidarity, especially those of Caesar’s household (Philippians 1:12-13). 

Paul closes with his typical but important grace be with you all, which is repeated 12 times in Paul’s letters. 

 



Outroduction Philippians 

PHILIPPIANS 12 QUESTIONS 

Philippians 

1. Who wrote this book?  

Paul the Apostle. Timothy is also mentioned in the introduction. 

2. To whom is the book addressed?  

To all the saints in Philippi. Paul also specifically addresses the overseers and deacons. This is the only 

letter that is addressed like this, but this does not seem to have any impact into the interpretation or focus 

of the letter. 

3. Where was it written?  

When and where are closely tied together. 

4. When was it written? 

The traditional view is that Philippians, along with the other Prison Epistles (Ephesians, Colossians, 

Philemon), was written during Paul’s first imprisonment at Rome with the date being 60-62 AD.  

With the location probably being Rome, coupled with Paul’s belief that his case would soon be decided 

(2:23-24), points to Philippians being written toward the close of the apostle’s two-year Roman 

imprisonment around 61 AD. 

5. What was the occasion of the writing? 

This book seems to be written simply because of Paul’s concern for the church’s welfare (3:19) and to 

express gratitude for their gift (4:10-20). 

6. What was the purpose for the writing?  

The purpose of this letter was to encourage them to continue in their efforts in participation of the gospel, 

in spite of persecution (1:27-30) and to be complete in Christ by taking on the mind (thoughts and 

attitude) of Jesus Christ. 

7. What were the circumstances of the author when he wrote?  

Paul is in prison but has some freedoms and success, even among his guards (1:12-14). Paul was able to 

have visitors (4:18) and he has an expectation that he may be released soon (2:23-24).    

8. What were the circumstances of those to whom he wrote?  

Some among them have claimed that Paul is something that he is not (1:17), causing the believers some 

distress. The Philippians seem to be under some persecution (1:30). There are “dogs” among them that are 

enemies of the cross who are trying to have the church follow them into legalism (3:2, 18-19).    
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9. What glimpses does the book give into the life and character of the author?  

Paul is in prison, being maligned by those who are believers, and persecuted by both Jews and Roman 

unbelievers. His pedigree is being challenged and he has suffered for the gospel. All of this has caused 

Paul to be pulled in two directions, two desires; to depart and be with Jesus or remain and continue to help 

the believers. But with all of these afflictions, Paul is content, having learned to be satisfied in Jesus and 

not in this life. 

10. What are the leading ideas of the book?  

This letter is “Practical Theology.” It gives encouragement to continue, true motivation (to live is Christ), 

Christology (emptied himself), to care and love of the brethren, to focus upon the eternal, using Paul as an 

example, the nature and reality of true joy, contentment in this life, and the eternal benefit of gifts to 

brethren. 

11. What is the central truth of the book?  

Philippians 2:3-5 – Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one 

another as more important than yourselves, do not look out for your own personal interests, but for those 

of others, have this attitude in yourselves which is also in Christ Jesus. 

12. What are the characteristics of the book? 

Love, joy, and contentment can be had in this world if the focus is correct. The main piece of theology is 

stated in the encouragement to be like Christ in that He “emptied Himself,” and we are encouraged to do 

the same. 

This is a simple book with no clear quotes from the Hebrew Scriptures and only a few possible allusions. 

The main characteristic of this letter is the irony that Paul focuses on joy in spite of his persecutions and 

imprisonments. 

The main imperative is to have the same mind in you just as is in Christ Jesus. 
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Outline  
I. Opening – The content of Paul’s prayers for them (1:1-11) 

II. Paul’s sufferings (1:12-26) 

III. Challenge 1 – Conduct yourselves worthy of the gospel (1:27-30) 

IV. Have this attitude which is in Christ Jesus (2:1-11) 

V. Challenge 2 – Do all things without grumbling or disputing (2:12-18) 

VI. Two other examples – Timothy and Epaphroditus (2:19-30) 

VII. Paul’s example of self-denial and a proper mindset (3:1-4:1) 

VIII. Challenge 3 – Rejoice in the Lord always, following Paul’s example (4:2-9) 

IX. Paul’s contentment (4:10-14) 

X. Paul’s gratitude (4:15-23) 

Paul’s Method 

Paul uses the Christological section (Philippians 2:1-11) as the main doctrinal point and main practical 

point. Surrounding this main point are short telescope sections that highlight this main point. He does 

not develop the argument; the implication is that the recipients already know the main point. But will 

they complete it? 

Each section either gives an example of those who have the mind of Christ (Paul, Timothy, 

Epaphroditus) or a challenge to have the mind of Christ. 

The Mind of Christ (Content and Manner) in the Chapter 1 

The mind of Christ is thankfulness   

The mind of Christ is joy 

The mind of Christ is in outward concern 

The mind of Christ is good news 

The mind of Christ is the work of the Lord. Victory and completion are brought about by Jesus Christ. 

We are to understand, believe, and be confident that God will complete what He started.  

The mind of Christ is a deep desire for others 

The mind of Christ is for the believer to be truly successful 

The mind of Christ is love 

The mind of Christ is to understand the reality of this realm and the true life in eternity 

The mind of Christ is a true godly desire to benefit the ones around us 

Philippians 2:1-11 

The model is Jesus Christ in His humanity, His humility. 

 



4 

Thought Words 

μνεία mneia – Forced thinking about a subject – Used once (1:3) 

πείθω peithō – to persuade or be persuaded about a truth proposition – used 6 times (1:6, 3:3-4) 

φρονέω phroneō – To think, to set one’s mind on, to develop an attitude – used 11 times in Philippians 

δοκέω dokeō – seems – used once (3:4) 

ἡγέομαι hēgeomai – consider, count, determine the cost and then decide – used 6 times (2:6, 3:7-8) 

οἴομαι oiomai – suppose or presumption – once in Philippians (1:16) 

καρδία kardia – Deep inner recesses of the mind – used twice (1:7, 4:7) 

ἐπίγνωσις epignōsis – knowledge that is clearer, better understood – used once (1:9) 

αἴσθησις aisthēsis – mental faculty, ability to see, or understand – used once (1:9) 

λογίζομαι logizomai – to calculate, evaluate, to conclude by reasoning – This is used twice in 

Philippians (3:13, 4:8) 

One of the overt lessons of Philippians is to have a proper thought life. Often, we challenge 

behavior, to stop doing something and start doing another. But the biblical model is to think 

properly (doctrinal truth and manner) so that behavior can follow. 

The example is to be like Christ, first in thought then in activity. 

Think of others as more important than yourselves. 

Live a life that is self-sacrificing for the benefit of others as an example of grace and mercy. 

 


