
BASIC BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON  38 – YOU WILL KNOW THEM BY THEIR FRUITS 

THE GOSPEL 

2 Timothy 2:11-13 –  
1. If we died with him points to our identification with Him through believing (Romans 6:3-6). 

2. Persevering in this life is to perpetually believe in Him and live according to our identification. 

3. Denying Him is to both not speak of Him verbally and to live a life that is ashamed. 

4. If we are unbelieving, He remains faithful. Once we are His, it is irrevocable (Romans 11:29). 

MATTHEW 7:15-23  

Matthew 7:15-23 is one of the most popular passages in the Bible, along with James 2:14-26, for those who 
believe and teach that “true faith” will evidence itself in one’s actions, his fruit. 

You will know them by their fruits: We guard ourselves against false prophets by taking heed of their 
fruits. This means paying attention to several aspects of their life and ministry. 

i. We should pay attention to the manner of living teachers show. Do they show righteousness, 
humility, and faithfulness in the way they live? 

ii. We should pay attention to the content of their teaching. Is it true fruit from God’s Word or is it 
man-centered, appealing to ears that want to be tickled? 

iii. We should pay attention to the effect of their teaching. Are people growing in Jesus or merely 
being entertained and eventually falling away? – David Guzik 

In our lives, every word and every action is fruit from our hearts. Sinners sin because that’s what is in 
their hearts. Thieves steal, rapists attack, and adulterers cheat because those sins are the fruit produced 
from an evil heart. Bad hearts produce bad fruit. When Jesus said of false teachers, “You will know 
them by their fruit,” He was giving us a guide for identifying them. False prophets, speakers of lies, will 
have actions that correspond to their errant message. Just as their message is anti-God, so will be their 
works be. They will stray from the path of righteousness. 

When we repent of our sin and receive Jesus as Lord of our lives (John 1:12; Acts 2:38), He changes 
our hearts (2 Corinthians 5:17). Now the fruit that is produced is good fruit. Galatians 5:22 lists 
some of the fruit produced by a heart in tune with God. Our attitudes, actions, words, and 
perspectives change as we walk in fellowship with the Holy Spirit (1 John 1:6–7). When our hearts 
change, our fruit changes. – Got Questions: S. Michael Houdmann 

The typical interpretation of this passage is that fruit refers to works, and if the works are not good, then we 
can determine a person's position with God or evaluate one's own position to see if one is really saved. 

When this false doctrine is put into practice, it undercuts our assurance and leaves us in doubt. Everyone 
sins. The mature believer does not minimize the sin in his life; so, if we base our assurance on our 
works, no one except the self-righteous will ever have assurance.  

 
 

 



	

PROPER UNDERSTANDING 
The text is about false teachers. The first observation is that the “them” in verse 16 refers to false teachers. 
Consequently, in verse 20 the same pronoun is used in the same grammatical form and must also refer back 
to false prophets. 

 Does the Bible ever teach that one can know who a believer is based upon fruit? What is stated is that a 
good tree and a bad tree (Luke 6:43-45). Philippians 1:11 – This does not guarantee that a believer 
would have the fruit of righteousness only that Paul desires believers to be filled with the fruit of 
righteousness (possessive or objective?).  

What is this fruit? – The word is “καρπός karpos” means produce, result, outcome, natural production. What 
does Jesus instruct his Disciples to evaluate to determine a false prophet? The next time the word is used in 
Matthew is in Chapter 12:33-37. Luke 6:45 also states clearly "for the mouth speaks from that which fills 
his heart." Usage in other books may indicate other produce, but Matthew 7 and 12 are about the message.  

Verses 21-23 is used to further the argument about fruit being about works, but what does the text say? 

Enter the Kingdom of Heaven – Kingdom Teaching, this is not about eternal life 

Verse 22 speaks about someone who recognizes the person of Jesus Christ and does many wondrous 
works in His name. But that person is dismissed and not permitted into the kingdom; why? The point of 
the passage comes back into the forefront; they are false prophets and their message, what they believe, 
is false. 

Jeremiah 23:25-32 

Mark 13:22-23 

1 Timothy 4:1 

Hebrews 13:8-9 

2 Peter 2:1-3   

CONCLUSION  

We must hold the words of every “Christian” leader to the teachings of Christ and the words of Scripture. 
The human heart longs for the new and novel, but God's word is sufficient, and we have been warned to flee 
from those who contradict it or go beyond it. It doesn't matter how nice they are. It doesn't matter how holy, 
prayerful, and pious a life they appear to live. It doesn't matter how much they look like sheep. The things 
they teach will give them away, and Jesus told us to examine the fruit of their mouth rather than merely the 
white, wooly clothes of their lives. 

We must be on guard. We must be devoted to the Scriptures, to the Gospel, and to Jesus Christ. We must 
not be deceived by outward appearances of righteousness nor by what appear to be powerful miracles and 
prophetic insights. We must hold fast to the good news of Jesus Christ and the plain teachings of Scripture. 
Jesus warned His disciples, the prophets echoed this truth, and the apostles reiterated it. Let's regard it as 
important enough to keep ever before our minds so that we would not be led astray. Look at the fruit. 


