
BASIC BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON  36 – ASSURANCE 

THE GOSPEL 

John 6:47 –Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life. 

ASSURANCE - DEFINITION  

In general, assurance is a confidence that right relations exist between one’s self and God. In this respect, it 
is not to be confused with the doctrine of eternal security. Eternal security is a fact due to God’s 
faithfulness, whether realized by the believer or not, while assurance is that which one believes to be true 
and relies upon, respecting oneself at a given time.  

Paul writes of the confidence which is engendered by understanding (Col. 2:2), and they who understand 
God’s provisions and who have believed should have unwavering assurance. Assurance is expressed as, “I 
know that I am saved,” or, as the Apostle testified of himself: “for I know whom I have believed and I am 
convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day.” (2 Timothy 1:12).  

IN RESPONSE TO CHAFER AND RYRIE 

L.S. Chafer 

Assurance rests not only on the Word of God but as well upon Christian experience. These two grounds of 
confidence—that of experience and that based on the Word of Truth—should be considered specifically…  

Assurance may rest upon personal righteousness, which assurance was in the past age a recognition of one’s 
own righteous character; but in the present age it is a recognition of that righteousness of God which is 
imputed to all who believe. Isaiah declares, “And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of 
righteousness quietness and assurance for ever” (Isa. 32:17). 

Ryrie 

Assurance is the realization that one possesses eternal life. Why do people lack assurance? Four reasons 
may be suggested: 

(1) Some doubt the reality of their committal to Christ. Sometimes this may be connected with the inability 
to pinpoint a time when one received Christ. Such doubt may be dispelled by calling on the name of the 
Lord again (and again and again, if necessary). No one can be born again more than one time, but one may 
honestly tell the Lord his doubt and call on Him for salvation again. 

(2) Some lack assurance because they question the correctness of the procedure they went through when 
they expressed faith in Christ. This problem, which is very real to more people than it should be, has been 
aggravated by elevating some method of invitation to the place where it almost becomes the means of 
salvation. 

(3) If one does not believe in the security of the believer, then he will undoubtedly lack assurance more than 
once in his lifetime. 

(4) When sin, especially a serious sin, enters the believer’s life, then doubt sometimes accompanies such an 
experience. 

 

 

 



	

Response 

Chafer and Ryrie both continue the error of looking to oneself for assurance of the reality of salvation. This 
is not supported scripturally and only occurs in the imaginations of the mind brought about by the belief that 
a believer is given a new character.  

VOCABULARY  

ἐλέγχω elenchō (verb) – investigate; to convince;  

ἔλεγχος elenchus (noun) – proof, conviction 

Hebrews 11:1 

ὑπόστασις hupostasis – the essential or basic structure/nature of an entity, substantial nature (essence, actual 
being, reality); used metaphorically for substance meaning confidence 

Hebrews 3:14, 11:1 

ἐλπίζω elpizō (verb) – To expect an assured event or promise; to rely upon an assured promise (trust, hope) 

ἐλπίς elpis (noun) – That which is expected, trusted upon, or relied upon (hope, expectation). 

Luke 6:34-35; 1 Timothy 4:10, 6:17 

 πληροφορία plērophoria – state of complete certainty (full assurance, certainty) 

Colossians 2:2; 1 Thessalonians 1:5; Hebrews 6:11,10:22 

CONCLUSION  

Since the only source of our theology is biblical, we must examine what these verses say (and what they 
exclude). Assurance is not a result of human achievement. Assurance is not gained by the testimony of a 
changed life. This is not evident in Scripture. 

Assurance describes a person who is fully convinced in the statement of God and the veracity of Jesus 
Christ, who He is, what He has done, and what He promises. Anything outside of this assurance is false and 
typically leads to failure. 

 

 


