
The Book of the Judges 

Beth Haven Church Book of Judges 

JUDGES 2:11-23 

Judges 2:16,18-19 – Then the LORD raised up judges who delivered them from the hands 
of those who plundered them…When the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was 
with the judge and delivered them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge; 
for the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because of those who oppressed and 
afflicted them. But it came about when the judge died, that they would turn back and act 
more corruptly than their fathers, in following other gods to serve them and bow down to 
them; they did not abandon their practices or their stubborn ways. 

JUDGES 6:1-8:21 
We started this last week, but let's review it. Over the next 3 chapters, we're going to see the 
history of Gideon. In the next lesson, we will discuss the aftermath of Gideon and the sin of one of 
his sons, Abimelech. If you were to represent Gideon with one word at the beginning of the story, 
what would you choose? I would say he was apprehensive. But as the account continues, Gideon 
is an example of a faithful warrior. Then, at the end of his life, the question arises again. 

Outline of Gideon, Judge of Israel 

1. The call of Gideon 
2. Gideon asks for a Sign 
3. Gideon replaces an altar for Baal with an altar for YHWH 
4. Gideon asks the Lord for another Sign 
5. Gideon and the 300 
6. Ephraim confronts Gideon 
7. Victory over Zebah and Zalmunna 

Judges 6:1-6 

The account of Gideon begins with Israel doing evil (idolatry and immorality) and YHWH giving the 
offenders into the hands of Midian. Midian would come up with assistance and devastate the land. 

Correction: Midian was not the one in caves and strongholds; that was Israel. They did that to 
prevent the Midianites from stealing or destroying their crops or livestock. 

Judges 6:7-35 

The Lord then commanded Gideon to tear down the altar to Baal and the Asherah and replace it 
with an altar to the Lord. This was to provoke the Midianites, but it also provided an opportunity for 
Israel to be challenged and force them to fight as well. 

Judges 6:36-40 

The typical response to this passage is to analyze Gideon. This is fine, but the real star of the 
show is YHWH, and the focus needs to be on God with Gideon playing the background. 
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Why is Gideon putting out this fleece? Generally speaking, the reason to ask for a sign is to 
relieve apprehension, fear, and doubt or to demonstrate the veracity of a person or instruction. In 
Judges 7:9-10, God declares, "If you are afraid...," (which means he was). But this does not mean 
that it relates back to the episode of the fleece (although, it could). The motive of the fleece test is 
not given. 

The first sign in Judges 6:16-17 was to determine the veracity of the identity of the One talking to 
him; is this YHWH or is this not?  

The reason Gideon asked for the sign of the fleece, I believe, is in verse 36—Gideon is testing the 
veracity of the instruction to anoint him to deliver Israel. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPACT 

 There are three signs that Gideon receives:  

1. The consumed offering (Judges 6:20-24) 
2. The fleece (Judges 6:36-40) 
3. The dream and the interpretation of the dream by the Midianites (Judges 7:9-15) 

What does this tell us about God? 

Grace.  

1. Gideon should have known the Torah and of Joshua and reacted to the godly standard of 
YHWH without being told.  

2. God knows the tendency of mankind and He still provides the evidence needed to establish 
the veracity of the calling and removes the fear of those whom He chooses to demonstrate 
His power. 

Judges 7:1-8 
The Lord says that Gideon has way too many troops. He does this so that when they win they 
would not be self-confident because of the size of the army that Gideon mustered. YHWH wants 
them to clearly understand that it is He who is the once who gives Israel the victory and, thus, all 
glory and honor should go to Him. The Lord tells Gideon to tell his militia that any fearful men can 
return home immediately. Of the 32,000 men that came, only 10,000 had the courage to stay. 

But then the Lord tells Gideon that this is still too many and He devises the means to reduce the 
fighting force even further. God tells Gideon (in verse 4) that he won't make him choose; the Lord 
Himself will select the group. And YHWH tells Gideon to take his men down to the brook so they 
can drink water. How they drink the water will be the determining factor. When the men stoop over 
to drink from the brook, all will have to go down on their knees because there is no other natural or 
practical way to drink from a stream. 

 However, those who use their hands as a cup and bring the water up to their mouths to "lap" it 
up, so to speak, will be chosen, and not those who bend over from their knees and put their 
mouths to the stream. The result was that only 300 men were selected. Now, it's a fair fight. 

It was when Gideon saw the Midianites below him in the valley that he became afraid (7:8) but 
gains courage when he realizes that God has already filled the hearts of the enemy with fear. 
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The dream and its interpretation. It is debated as to why a barley loaf and why they interpret 
that as Gideon and the Israeli army. Nonetheless, it is enough. 

Judges 7:16-25 

Gideon tells the people the battle plan (if God told him what to do, it is not recorded). The plan is 
that they are going to make a bunch of noise in the middle of the night (Read Judges 7:19-22). 
Then Gideon sent messengers to Ephraim to pursue the Midianites, and they catch and kill two of 
their kings (Read Judges 7:24-25). 

Judges 8:1-3 

Ephraim contends with Gideon. It is believed that, at this time, Ephraim was very strong. Why they 
did not defend their brothers or rally the troops under them is believed to be because of the 
inherent responsibility of each tribe protecting their own. Ephraim was, indeed, willing, but the 
tribes under oppression must initiate the battle though first keeping the covenant. 

This sounds possible, but there is no real induction of these facts. It is again some conjecture. 
The only two reasons that I could think of that Ephraim would be upset are that Ephraim had 
been established as the de-facto protectors of Israel, and/or the battle took place close to 
Ephraim so they felt they should have been consulted. 

Gideon proves to be diplomatic in his response. He’s saying that even though it might seem 
that Gideon’s victory over Midian was without the help of Ephraim, Ephraim’s part was more 
vital and important. The victory was impossible without it. Gideon says the part played by 
Ephraim was the real reason for ultimate success. 

We are witnessing some major sucking-up here. Essentially, Gideon was helping Ephraim 
save-face and thus avert a serious inter-tribal conflict. 

Judges 8:4-12 
This passage begins with Gideon and the 300 pursuing the Midianites. Gideon asks for provisions 
from Succoth and Penuel, but they refuse, an act they would later regret. As they continue to 
pursue, we see that the 300 were chasing 15,000 and the ones that had already died were 
120,000 swordsmen (Read 10-12). 

Judges 8:13-17 
This is the revenge upon Succoth and Penuel. 

Judges 8:18-21 
Gideon finished the job. 

Gideon grants the king's request to not be slain by a youth, then he took the crescent ornaments 
which were on their camels' necks.   

All of this points to a supernatural victory and the request that Gideon made is fulfilled (6:13).  


