
The Book of the Judges 

Beth Haven Church Book of Judges 

JUDGES 2:11-23 

Judges 2:16,18-19 – Then the LORD raised up judges who delivered them from the hands 
of those who plundered them…When the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was 
with the judge and delivered them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge; 
for the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because of those who oppressed and 
afflicted them. But it came about when the judge died, that they would turn back and act 
more corruptly than their fathers, in following other gods to serve them and bow down to 
them; they did not abandon their practices or their stubborn ways. 

JUDGES 5:1-5:31 
The Song of Deborah – The tone of this highly poetic song is high enthusiasm sparked by the 
actions of God and Israel’s victory over Sisera. After a summons to praise the Lord for the 
courage with which the people rose to fight against their foes (2), Deborah emphasizes the 
significance of the victory in the first section (3–11), speaking very metaphorically. In this section, 
we have a remembrance of:  

1. The Sinaitic Covenant and the awesome presence of YHWH (3–5)  

2. The decline of Israel in the time from Shamgar until Deborah came on the scene (6–8) 

3. The joyful turn of affairs which followed her appearance (9–11)  

The song then resets and restates a call to sing (12). The second section of the song provides a 
remembrance and a description of the conflict and victory in recent history combined with the 
failures of other tribes (13–23).  

1. The brave warriors gathering to battle (13–15a)  

2. The cowardice of those who refuse to defend Israel (15b-17)  

3. The bravery of the warriors as they risked their lives in the battle (18)  

4. A summary of the successful result of the conflict against the Canaanites (19–21) 

5. The pursuit of the Canaanites and Sisera (22) 

6. A rebuke against Meroz (23) 

In the third section,  there is an expounded account of the killing of Sisera by Jael (24–31):  

1. A blessing upon Jael (24)  

2. A memorial of the slaying of Sisera by Jael (25–27) 

3. A scornful description of the disappointment of Sisera’s mother (28–30)  

The song then closes with the expectation set by the covenant of the Lord that all the enemies of 
the Lord might perish, and Israel would increase (31). The song is divided into three sections, 
which either begin or conclude with the praise of YHWH. 
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OBSERVATIONS 
As a song, we must not try to make all parts fit. The narrative takes precedence if there is a 
conflict. If the song presents information not previously mentioned, then we take the song's 
information as true, but we must realize that figurative language is used.  

Verses 3-5 – To give the Lord the glory for the victory, Deborah remembers the glorious 
manifestation of Jehovah in the previous generations when God made a convent with Israel. The 
language of the Lord coming down from Edom and ending up in Sinai is a picturesque way of 
remembering when the Lord manifested Himself at Sinai.  

Verse 8 – As stated before, the reason for war and foreign occupation is idolatry. 

Verses 14-18 – The praise and chastisement of various tribes not mentioned in the narrative can 
be taken in two ways. This is in reference to this battle only or the successes and failures of the 
tribes in general in defending their own borders and that of other tribes. 

Verses 20-21 – This speaks of the Lord fighting against Sisera (Judges 4:15). Is this literal or 
figurative? Both are possible, but the Lord is honored in the victory regardless. 

Verses 21 – As the battle was fought between Taanach and Megiddo, to the south of the brook 
Kishon. The enemy would have fled north. Many of them, apparently, met with their death in the 
waves of the brook. 

Verse 23 – Meroz is not mentioned again and its exact location is unknown. This is an unusual 
statement, but they were held accountable because they had the opportunity to help in the midst 
of the battle but refused to help. 

Verses 28-30 – Unusual section. Is this hyperbole? Is this an actual account? 

THEOLOGICAL IMPACT 
How would an Israeli king or citizen read this song?  

God, indeed, grants victory when Israel keeps the covenant. 

Those who are faithful are honored; those who are faithless are stained forever. 

JUDGES 6:1-8:35 
The first thing we want to realize is that this account may or may not be chronological, although 
most scholars believe it to be well after the account of Deborah and Barak.  

Over the next three chapters, we're going to see the history of Gideon, and, in Chapter 8, his 
family is fully discussed. Along with Sampson, Gideon is one of the most well-known Judges in the 
Hebrew Scriptures. If you were to describe Gideon with just one word, which would you choose? I 
would say he was apprehensive. But as the account continues, Gideon is an example of a faithful 
warrior, then the end of his life comes into question again. 
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Outline of Gideon, Judge of Israel 

1. The call of Gideon 
2. Gideon asks for a sign 
3. Gideon replaces an altar for Baal with one for YHWH 
4. Gideon asks the Lord for another sign 
5. Gideon and the 300 
6. Ephraim confronts Gideon 
7. Victory over Zebah and Zalmunna 
8. Gideon offered a monarchy 

Read Judges 6:1-6 

The account of Gideon begins with Israel doing evil (idolatry and immorality) and YHWH giving the 
offenders into the hands of Midian. Midian acted strategically against Israel, and the Israelis were not 
able to defend themselves or drive out Midian. 

This particular judgment was more prominent and traversed several tribes. The tribes mentioned in 
this account are Asher, Zebulun, Manasseh, Naphtali, and Ephraim. Midian would go throughout the 
land and destroy the produce so that Israel had limited means. 

Read Judges 6:7-10 

After Israel cried out to the Lord, the first thing God does is send out an unnamed prophet. 

In verse 11, the choosing of Gideon begins with the Angel of the Lord sitting under an oak tree that 
was in Ophrah. Gideon was beating out wheat in the winepress to save it from the Midianites (verse 
4). The pre-incarnate Christ said to Gideon, “The Lord is with you, O valiant warrior.” 

Gideon is the son of Joash the Abiezrite (Numbers 26:30), who is a descendent of Manasseh 
(West Manasseh). Gideon is only mentioned in the Old Testament here in Judges and is 
remembered as Jerubbaal (meaning he contends with Baal – 6:32, 7:1) in 1 Samuel 12:11. 

Gideon responds with both knowledge about God and a question for Him. The Lord commands 
Gideon to deliver Israel from the Midianites, but Gideon first wants a sign. 

Read 6:19-24 – The Lord is Peace (YHWH Shalom). What is often overlooked is the understanding 
that Gideon has of the nature and history of the Lord and Israel. 

The Lord then commanded Gideon to tear down the altar to Baal and the Asherah and replace it with 
an altar to the Lord. This was to provoke the Midianites and bring them out in the open (6:2), but it 
also provided an opportunity for Israel to be challenged by Gideon’s father, Joash. 

Read 6:28-32 

Gideon sounds the battle cry and calls his family, the Abiezrites, and he sent a call for troops from 
Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali. 

In Judges 6:36-40 we have the very familiar account of the sign of the fleece. 

Read Judges 6:36-40. 

   


