
The Book of the Judges 

Beth Haven Church Book of Judges 

JUDGES 2:11-23 

Judges 2:16,18-19 – Then the LORD raised up judges who delivered them from the hands 
of those who plundered them…When the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was 
with the judge and delivered them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge; 
for the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because of those who oppressed and 
afflicted them. But it came about when the judge died, that they would turn back and act 
more corruptly than their fathers, in following other gods to serve them and bow down to 
them; they did not abandon their practices or their stubborn ways. 

JUDGES 3:7-5:31 - OVERVIEW 
• The Spirit of the Lord 
• Judges covered 

o Othniel 
o Ehud 
o Shamgar 
o Deborah and Barak 

• Enemies 
o Cushan-rishathaim King of Mesopotamia 
o Eglon, king of Moab (Sons of Ammon and Amalek) 
o Philistines 
o Canaanites 

• The bulk of the material is about Ehud and Deborah with Barak 
• The section ends with the Song of Deborah 

The Spirit of the LORD 
This phrase is repeated throughout the Book of Judges. In Hebrew, it is “ ֮הָוהְי־ַחּוֽר ” (Rewach 
Yehovah). The first time we see this phrase is in Judges 3:10 and it is repeated six times in 
Judges (6:34; 11:29; 13:25; 14:6; 15:14) and continues into 1st and 2nd Samuel and 1st and 2nd 
Kings (1 Samuel 10:6; 16:13-14). The phrase picks up again in Isaiah (11:1-2).  

This is the same Spirit that came upon Jesus Christ (Luke 4:16-21). 

This is the same Spirit that enabled the saints in Acts (Acts 5:9; 8:39). 

This is the same Spirit that indwells and seals each believer (Romans 8:9-11; Ephesians 1:13-14). 

Throughout the Scriptures, we can see how the Spirit functions. 

1. Physical enablement 
2. Supernatural displays of power (miracles and wonders) 
3. Knowledge and wisdom 
4. Skills and abilities (not previously had) 
5. Indwelling, helping, sealing, and delivering spiritual benefits 
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Othniel 
This is Caleb’s younger brother whom we saw in Judges 1:11-15. This demonstrates that the era 
of the judges is not that far removed from Joshua; after only one generation from Joshua and 
Caleb, the people did evil in the sight of the Lord (Judges 3:7). 

The evil is explained in this text, serving the Baals and the Asheroth (Moon God and a female 
deity). This is the exact problem that God warned the nation about through Moses and Joshua.  

Thus, in time, the result of the Lord’s anger against them was that a ruler came down and 
subjugated parts of Israel; his name was Kushan-Rish’atayim. Kushan means Cush, meaning 
that this king was a descendant of Cush. It is said by most scholars that this man came from 
an area near the Euphrates River (Mesopotamia). Now, this name for him is in Hebrew, so it is 
either a translation (unlikely) or the Hebrews gave him the name. It is a title that roughly 
translated means “the Cushite of double wickedness.” 

The area of Israel under concern is Judah; Caleb was adopted into the tribe of Judah and his 
younger brother would also have been, especially after marrying Caleb’s daughter (Othniel’s 
niece). 

Map – We have no idea how things transpired, but the king of Mesopotamia did not come 
down the normal route, otherwise he would have dealt with the northern tribes. He cut through 
the land coming up from the south. 

The exact location of the invasion and the area under control for eight years is unknown. What 
we will see in Judges is that if any city or area is under control by a foreigner, then “Israel was 
under the rule of...” This is evidenced in 3:12-14.  

Israel was under the rule of the king of Mesopotamia for eight years. 

The account of this judge is rather anti-climatic (9-11). But we see both the judgment and the 
redemption of the Lord. The land had rest for 40 years. What land? (Map) The southern portion in 
Judah. Then Othniel died. 

Ehud 
Once again, the sons of Israel did evil. This time, the evil is not specifically stated, but since the 
warning of idolatry is repeated so much during the times of the judges, this phrase is taken as 
idolatry and immorality (most likely). 

This time, the enemy is the king of Moab with the sons of Ammon and Amalek (the generic 
name for the Medianite kings). 

Map – The City of Palm Trees is Jericho (Deuteronomy 34:3) which is under the ban and was 
not inhabited by Israel (tribe of Benjamin). The area was not destroyed and Israel (Benjamin) 
was not decimated, rather they conceded to Eglon and paid him taxes for 18 years. 

Read Judges 3:15-30 
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Implications –  

• The rule over Benjamin was so complete that Eglon had no problem being alone with an 
Israelite. The people were probably hopeless until this time. 

• Ehud had gathered an army and organized them in Seirah. 

• When Eglon was dead, Israel's army was emboldened.    

• The Moabites were leaderless, and their army of 10,000 valiant and battle-hardened 
soldiers was defeated.  

• Israel, the tribe of Benjamin, was at peace for 80 years. 

Shamgar 
Very little information is given here. He killed 600 Philistines with a cattle prod. We assume that 
Shamgar was from Judah (map). This is probably parenthetical and contemporary during Ehud’s 
rule as a judge over Benjamin.     

Deborah and Barak 
Once again, Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord. But this time, the northern tribes are in focus, 
specifically Naphtali (Judges 4:1-3). 

This situation was unique, not only because Deborah was a woman, but that two people act as 
one typical judge. 

Deborah was a prophetess and was sitting in judgment (making decisions) for the tribe of 
Ephraim. She sent for Barak of the tribe of Naphtali to go and defeat Jabin in Hazor. 

Barak was to act as the judge, the leading general of the army, for the deliverance of sons of 
Israel. In verses 6-7, the summons is received, and Deborah gives the Word of God. 

But Barak refuses to go unless Deborah goes as well. Deborah agrees but tells Barak that final 
victory will not be his (an oracle), but Sisera, the commander of the Canaanite army, will die by 
the hands of a woman. 

Barak calls the armies of Zebulun to come to the defense of Naphtali (probably had an 
agreement). Read 4:11-24 

Obviously, the disdain for the Canaanites was also held by Heber and his family, and they 
assisted Israel so that Sisera could not escape. 

 

 

THEOLOGICAL IMPACT 
Theologically, YHWH shows Himself to be faithful, not because of who Israel is but because of His 
nature. He persistently pursues Israel with patience and disciplines them so that He would 
eventually have a nation that would honor Him completely. 


