
BASIC BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON  34 – CALVINISM 

THE GOSPEL 

Ephesians 1:13-14 – You also, having listened (Adverbial Aorist Participle) to the message (logos) of the 
truth, the good news of the salvation of yours, having also believed (Adverbial Aorist Participle), you were 
sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of the promise. 

WHAT ARE THE DOCTRINES OF CALVINISM? WHAT IS RIGHT, WHAT IS WRONG? 

Total Depravity 

Total depravity (also called total inability or total corruption) understands the Bible to teach that, as a 
consequence of the fall of man, every person born into the world is morally corrupt, enslaved to sin, and is, 
apart from the grace of God, utterly unable to choose to follow God or choose to turn to Christ in faith for 
salvation. - Theopedia (TP) 

Calvinism teaches the total depravity of human beings. This means there is absolutely nothing in any of us 
that can merit or gain salvation for ourselves. This includes exercising faith. God must give each of us the 
faith to believe. Total depravity is better defined as “total inability.” – D. Stewart BLB 

The main verses they use for this are Ephesians 2:1-3. 

2 Corinthians 4:4 – In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep 
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

1 Corinthians 2:14– The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly 
to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 

John 6:44 – No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him. And I will raise him up 
on the last day. 

None of these verses say that man is not capable of responding to the call and grace of God. Although most 
do not believe the message of the truth, the responsibility of the individual to believe in Jesus is clear.  

John 12:36-37 – While you have the Light, believe in the Light, so that you may become sons of Light." 
These things Jesus spoke, and He went away and hid Himself from them. But though He had performed 
so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him. 

John 14:1 – Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 

Acts 16:30-31 – and after he brought them out, he said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" They said, 
"Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household." 

Romans 10:14-17 – Examine: this passage puts the responsibility of believers to proclaim the gospel to 
unbelievers and the unbeliever is influenced by the Word of Christ. 

Unconditional Election 

Election refers to God's choosing of individuals or peoples to be the objects of His grace or to otherwise 
fulfill His purposes. Most often, God's election is associated with His choice of individuals unto salvation 
and teaches that in eternity God chose some individuals from the mass of fallen humanity unto salvation. - 
TP 



	

Since human beings cannot do anything to save themselves, God, without any conditions, elected certain 
people to salvation. This occurred in eternity past. His choice was not determined by anything to do with 
foreseen human belief or behavior. It was a sovereign choice of God without any conditions. – BLB 

1. The	election	is	bigger	than	the	individual.	Election	often	points	to	Israel,	the	Church,	other	entities.	

2. When	 a	 person	 is	 chosen	 in	 Scripture,	 the	 choosing	 is	 always	 for	 a	 purpose.	 God	 chooses	
individuals	in	history	who	are	both	righteous	and	unrighteous.	

3. It	is	outside	of	the	character	of	God	that	He	chooses	who	is	justified	and	who	is	damned	to	hell.	

4. God's	Sovereignty	and	the	free	will	of	mankind	are	not	mutually	exclusive.	

5. 1	Timothy	2:4;	John	3:16;	2	Peter	3:9	

Limited Atonement 

The doctrine of definite atonement (or more commonly, limited atonement) addresses the purpose of the 
atoning death of Christ. It maintains that God's design and intent in sending Christ to die on the cross was to 
pay for the sins and secure the redemption of those whom God has predetermined to save, namely the elect. 
Therefore, the primary benefits of His death (especially as an atonement) were designed for and accrue only 
to believers. – TP 

Jesus Christ came to die for sins but only for the elect or those whom He specifically chose to believe in Him. 
Therefore, His death, or atonement, is limited to only those whom He had chosen. This is also known as, 
“definite atonement.” – BLB 

Matthew 1:21; John 10:15 – Did God only die for His people and the sheep? 

John 1:29; 1 John 2:2 – Did God die for all, the whole world? 

This question confuses the idea of payment for sins and obtaining the righteousness of God. One must 
be holy to be in the presence of God not simply have his sins paid for. Righteousness is always applied 
to the believer by God on the basis of faith. The sin issue is finalized on the cross; salvation is 
accomplished by God through faith. 

Irresistible Grace 

Irresistible grace (or efficacious grace) is a doctrine in Christian theology particularly associated with 
Calvinism which teaches that the saving grace of God is effectually applied to those whom He has 
determined to save (the elect), whereby in God's timing, He overcomes their resistance to the call of the 
gospel and irresistibly brings them to a saving faith in Christ. – TP 

Since humans have no capacity to respond to the call of God, He must draw them to Himself for salvation. 
Therefore, He sends the Holy Spirit to regenerate them. This work of the Holy Spirit is irresistible in the 
sense that the elect will always respond to the call (effectual). They have no choice in the matter. – BLB 

John 6:37,44 – Does this teach that all who are called will respond 

Matthew 22:14 – Many called, few chosen… 

2 Thessalonians 2:14 – The calling is through the gospel. 

 

 



	

Perseverance of the Saints 

Perseverance of the saints is the doctrine that those who are truly saved will persevere to the end and cannot 
lose their salvation. It doesn't mean that a person who is truly saved will never lose faith or backslide at any 
time. But that they will ultimately persevere in faith (in spite of failures) such as not to lose their salvation. – 
TP 

Those whom He has chosen and died for, He will also keep until the end. The elect cannot lose their 
salvation simply because it is God who saves them, and God who keeps them saved. It is not a human effort. 
– BLB 

This doctrine begins accurately and truthfully. Once Saved Always Saved (OSAS) is often the defining 
hallmark between Calvinists and non-Calvinists. However, many believe this while rejecting Calvinism. 

The problem with Calvinism begins with the statement, "The believer will persevere in faith." Calvinism 
teaches that a true believer will always believe and never not believe. This, then, morphs into a belief 
that a true believer will persevere in good works because good works are a result of genuine faith. 

Even after we're regenerated, we still lapse into sin, even serious sin. We say that it is possible for a 
Christian to experience a very serious fall; we talk about backsliding; we talk about moral lapses and 
so on. I can't think of any sin, other than blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, that a truly converted 
Christian is not capable of committing. True Christians can have radical and serious falls but never 
total and final falls from grace. –R.C. Sproul 

Those who are saved will indeed be conformed to the image of Christ through the process of 
sanctification (1 Corinthians 6:11). When a person is saved, the Holy Spirit breaks the bondage of 
sin and gives the believer a new heart and a desire to seek holiness. Therefore, a true Christian will 
desire to be obedient to God and will be convicted by the Holy Spirit when he sins. True Christians 
will never “live any way they want” because such behavior is impossible for someone who has been 
given a new nature (2 Corinthians 5:17). – Got Questions? 

This is where the break must happen. The premise influences the conclusion because they believe God 
gives them faith; God causes them to believe, then their belief will never fail. Because they believe that 
faith will produce works (unbiblical precept) they believe a true believer will never truly fail in 
behavior. 

 


