
BASIC BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON  33 – The Apostasy 

THE GOSPEL 

This lesson will talk about the last days. There are two potentials when speaking of man at the end of this age. 
Man can either participate with God or apart from God, salvation or judgment, heaven or hell. Also, if we are 
alive at the time of His return, will we either be gathered to Him or remain and be in danger of the judgment 
of God upon Israel and the Earth known as the day of the Lord. 

In order to participate in both the eternal state and salvation from the judgment of God, you must be 
reconciled to God. The good news is that all the work has been completed for you. Jesus Christ, who is the 
Creator God, came to earth and dying on the cross reconciled all things to Himself (Colossians 1:13-16, 19-
20). The only requirement to have this applied to you is to believe it (John 3:18). 

WHAT IS THE APOSTASY? 

2 Thessalonians 2:3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless 
the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 
destruction. 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 - Paul is correcting the false doctrine that the church was in the day of the Lord and that 
they had missed the coming of the Lord and our gathering to Him. Paul is going to give them assurance 
through a series of reminders. Doctrinal truth overcomes fear and anxiety. 

Those in the church at Thessalonica had been deceived and were concerned that they missed something and 
the day of the Lord (eschatological judgment) was upon them. Paul then says, "It will not come, the 
apostasy first." 

The apostasy is transliterated, not translated.  “ἡ ἀποστασία" is translated in the NASB as "the apostasy." In 
other translations, it is translated as "the rebellion" (ESV, NIV, NRSV, NET, ISV), "a/the falling away" 
(KJV/ASV), "a great rebellion" (NLT), and "the apostasy" (HCSB). Again, "the apostasy" is a 
transliteration. It is typically a religious term and used rarely outside of theological circles. The definition 
according to Merriam-Webster in English is, "an act of refusing to follow, obey, or recognize a religious 
faith, or an abandonment of a previous loyalty." 

This noun is only used twice and here it is in the masculine, nominative, singular form. The verb root, 
according to Strong's, is "ἀφίστημι" and will be reviewed in parallel. The other passage to contain this noun 
is Acts 21:21. It should be noted that no article is present with the word here. It talks about the claim that 
Jews were making that Paul was teaching them to leave Moses. Translated forsake, the literal translation is 
"departure from Moses." This is pertinent because the Thessalonian reference appears to be talking about a 
specific event. 

The verb is used in 1 Timothy 4:1 and is the normally used cross-reference. But let’s look at the other uses 
in the New Testament (Acts 12:10, 19:9; 2 Corinthians 12:8; 2 Timothy 2:19). All these verbs in the New 
Testament indicate a departure; the context indicates what the subject is leaving or separating from. 

The definite article is present in 2 Thessalonians 2:3, and so we must try to determine what "the ἀποστασία 
apostasia” is.  Furthermore, the verb form for come is aorist active subjunctive. Together with the particles, this 
creates a third class conditional negation. It expresses that which has not taken place but will in the future. Also, 



	

this appears to be a single event. This is a single act of "ἀποστασία apostasia." This distinguishes it from a 
perpetual leaving to a single act. 

The primary meaning of the word family seems to be "depart from" or "depart to." Both the literal and 
figurative uses maintain this idea. The word stands on its own in 2 Thessalonians 2:3 as an event, "ἡ 
ἀποστασία." This is unique in the Bible, as every other use of the word has an object with it. In Acts 21:21, the 
only other use of the noun, it specifically says from Moses and in the same passage talks about what departures 
from the "teaching of Moses" were being emphasized. In 2 Thessalonians, there is no reference point or object 
to indicate from what the departure is. So, what exactly is "ἡ ἀποστασία?”  

According to Kittle: Transitively "to remove," either spatially or from the context of a state or relationship 
or from fellowship with a person: "to seduce," "to win away" from someone, either privately or politically. 
Hence also, the intransitive sense is "to remove oneself," "to resign," "to desist," "to fall away." The context 
would indicate if this is physical, religious, or philosophical. 

Typically, the apostasy in this verse is understood as a rebellion.  Dr. Constable holds that after the rapture, 
Christianity will disappear, be revolted against, and that those who formally held to a form of Christianity will 
have "an aggressive and positive revolt." Some even state that Christianity will go into oblivion when the Lord 
comes for the church, and others even try to use this passage to demonstrate that the gathering is not until after 
the events of the tribulation, in part or in full. 

This is where biblical students must remain open to the possibility of a different understanding. We do not 
have all the information that the Thessalonians did, and it is doubtful that we can be sure 100% of the 
meaning. The question that we have to ask is this. According to most evangelical doctrinal stances, the 
rapture must precede the day of the Lord. Why, then, is this not the main point of Paul's assurance? Both 
interpretations have their holes. Both have grammatical support and questions. But we can determine that: 

• Paul had previously taught them about the apostasy (2:5) 
• It is obvious that this was meant to bring realization to the church, not ambiguity. 
• The act is a single event, not a perpetual action. 
• This may facilitate the revelation of the man of lawlessness; at least it precedes it. 

That being said, I desire to take a position and will explain why I am convinced that the "ἀποστασία apostasia” 
is that rapture. 

• In the context, the first verse is a plain statement about the coming of our Lord and our gathering 
together to Him. The rest of the paragraph must be a discussion about those two topics. Nowhere else in 
this paragraph does it speak of or insinuate a gathering together. 

• Paul relating past information:   
o If the apostasy relates to 1 Timothy 4:1, then how can it be a single event?   
o In 2 Thessalonians, does it state that some will depart from the faith? Those who hold to the 

great apostasy say that all or nearly all (except them) will fall away.   
o If 1 Timothy relates to 2 Thessalonians, then we can easily say that, since 70 AD,  man has 

departed from the faith over the years. Therefore, this assurance cannot apply to us today. 
• Some correlate the apostasy with 2 Thessalonians 2:11-12 and God sending a deluding influence so that 

they will believe what is false.  The problem with this is that the apostasy will come first, not during the 
day of the Lord.   



	

• The only other use of ἀποστασία is in Acts 21:21, where Paul was accused of teaching a departure from 
Moses and the details of the teaching are given later in the passage. This was an untrue accusation, but 
the word's meaning remains accurate. 

• The context of 2 Thessalonians must be the determining factor since there is an absolute use of 
ἀποστασία with no object. The question becomes difficult. What would this audience understand this 
word to mean? 

• The departure, then, in this context, "concerning the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering 
together to Him," must be their departure, their withdrawal. This is a reference to the rapture. 

 


