
The Crucifixion of Jesus – According to the Gospels 

Premise – Typically, I have combined the four accounts of the Messiah to teach the complete, chronological, 
and historical story of the life and death of Jesus. However, each Gospel is written with a particular purpose in 
mind. Instead of weaving together the accounts to fill in the details, we will seek to understand the content of 
each account within the context of each book and compare and contrast them. 

The first task is to understand the purpose of each account:   

Matthew  

When looking at the gospel of Matthew from beginning to end, it is clear that he was writing for a Jewish 
audience who was familiar with the Hebrew Scriptures. This account begins with Jesus’ lineage, His 
ancestry, tracing it all the way back to Abraham (Not Noah or Adam). Jesus could trace His human ancestry 
through all of the Jewish heroes, primarily His being the son of David and the rightful King of Israel.  A Jew 
who knew of the Messianic promises would conclude that Jesus is in that line of the King.  

Matthew often quotes Hebrew Scriptures and points out that specific events in Christ's life were the 
fulfillment of the prophecies made hundreds of years before His time. From the linage, the prophetic 
fulfillment, the teaching, and the miracles, the Jew who reads this should understand that Jesus was/is the 
Promised One foretold by prophets of the Lord. 

Mark  

Justin Martyr, writing about A.D. 150, referred to the Gospel of Mark as “the memoirs of Peter.” There are 
many theories about the nature and authorship of this account. There are too many to discuss here. We 
can determine that the content is similar to Matthew but severely condensed. There are clues as to the 
intended audience. The account explains the culture of the time. For example, it tells how the Pharisees 
refused to eat unless they washed after coming back from the market. And the author translates the 
Aramaic words (the common language in Judea) into Greek. The typical conclusion is to say that this is 
written to Gentiles, but I will suggest a different option. If Mark’s Gospel is from the perspectives of Peter, 
then the focus of this account would probably match the audience of 1 Peter—Jews outside of Israel who 
would speak Greek but not Aramaic and who would not know all of the intricacies of the Jews in Israel. 

The Book of Mark demonstrates that Jesus is empathetic, speaking of His emotions and His own human 
needs (hunger, tiredness, lack of knowledge). Rather than His teaching, Jesus’ actions are emphasized, Him 
helping those who are in need (healing and feeding) while not tolerating the perversion of the Scriptures.  
The typical conclusion that Mark demonstrates Jesus as a servant is not supported. It preaches well, but it 
is not stated in the book and the terms servant or to serve are not overly emphasized.       

Luke  

Luke 1:1-4 – Luke is written as a historical account with very little commentary so that the reader “would 
know the exact truth about the things you have been taught.” This is a record of those who saw, heard, 
experienced, and were servants of the Word. Several other recurring themes form threads through Luke’s 
Gospel. Examples of these are human fear in the presence of God, forgiveness, joy, wonder at the truth of 
God, the function of the Holy Spirit with Jesus, the temple in Jerusalem, and Jesus’ prayers. 



   
 

A lot of attention is devoted to the narrative of Jesus’ final journey to Jerusalem (10 chapters). Much of the 
material in this section is unique to Luke. This is where we see the major theme of this account—Jesus’ 
relentless progression toward the cross. This was the very purpose for which Christ came to earth (9:22; 
17:25; 18:31–33; 24:25-26, 46), and He would not be deterred. 

John  

John 20:30-31 – Of the four accounts, John is the most widely agreed upon as to the purpose of the 
account. From the first chapter to the end, the information provided is to demonstrate that Jesus is deity, 
the Son of God and that when you believe in Him you have eternal life. This book does not present Jesus to 
any one particular group. 

John presents contrastive sub-themes that reinforce his main theme, e.g. life and death, light and 
darkness, love and hate, and from above and from below. This is done to convey vital information about 
the person and work of Christ and the need to believe in Him. 

In the middle of John, we have a parenthetical portion where Jesus talks to His disciples, the eleven, and 
gives them promises and instructions (John 13-16 – The Upper Room Discourse). 

Review 

Matthew is presenting to the Jews the Promised One through lineage, prophecy fulfillment, and miracles. 

Mark condenses the information found in Matthew and focuses on the actions of Jesus. I propose this was 
written to the Jews outside of Israel, the Diaspora. 

Luke is a formal, historical account. Great detail is provided, and a lot of information is recorded 
concerning the last week of Jesus’ life. 

John is written to the world to demonstrate that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and that in believing 
one would have eternal life.  

Compare/Contrast 

Now that we have reviewed the purpose of each book, we can look at common sections and see what is 
the same and what is different. This hour, we will start with the Garden of Gethsemane and end with the 
burial of Jesus. 

Matthew 26:36-27:66; Mark 14:32-15:47; Luke 22:39-23:56; John 18-19 

Gethsemane – Matthew 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:39-46; John 18:1 

Compare – Every Gospel has Jesus going to the garden with His disciples. The Synoptics have Jesus 
leaving the disciples behind while He goes in the garden to pray. The disciples fall asleep while 
Jesus prays, expressing that even though He, in His humanity, did not desire to go through the 
agony of dying on the cross, He yielded to the will of the Father. The Synoptics have Jesus waking 
the disciples and telling them to go and be ready for the betrayal. 

 

 



   
 

Contrast – Matthew and Mark are nearly identical, with only a few added words in Matthew. The 
most interesting contrast between them is that in Mark, the statement made to the disciples, “So, 
you all were not able to watch with me one hour?” is personalized in that it is spoken to Peter 
“Simon, are you (singular) asleep? You (singular) were not able to watch one hour?” 

In Luke, the conversations with the disciples are consolidated into one. Jesus’ prayer is also 
condensed, but there are details that Matthew and Mark leave out. An angel from heaven 
appears to Jesus, strengthening Him. This indicates either physical strength or resolve. 
Furthermore, we have the information that Jesus was intensely praying in agony and that He 
was sweating profusely “as great drops of blood falling down to the ground.” 

John does not contain any of the detail included in the Synoptics, except that Jesus went to the 
garden with his disciples. John mentions that Jesus crosses the Brook of Kidron. This is 
significant in the Hebrew Scriptures because the Brook of Kidron is the place where many kings 
died and where significant battles were waged.  

Significance – In John, the information provided about what happened in the garden does not lend 
to the purpose of preparation for the next few hours. The Jew would see the unique mention of 
crossing Kidron as a significant happening in the Life of Jesus.   

Luke’s additional details point to the historical accuracy and the unique account of the 
relentless progression to the cross despite Jesus' emotional agony, being strengthened 
supernaturally. 

Matthew and Mark’s consistent message is from the perspective of the disciples, especially 
Peter in Mark. The account demonstrates the persistence of Jesus while the disciples are seen 
as failures, incapable and weak. 

Arrest of Jesus – Matthew 26:47-56; Mark 14:43-52; Luke 22:47-53; John 18:2-12 

Compare – Every Gospel has a good amount of information about this event. They all have a cohort 
coming as for a dangerous criminal. They include Simon Peter striking Malchus’ ear, cutting it off, 
but the Synoptics do not give the names where John does.  

Contrast – Matthew has the statement “fulfill the Scriptures” twice, emphasizing the person of 
Jesus and the events in light of prophecy.  

Mark has a unique bit of information. A young man was following Him, wearing a linen sheet. 
When the cohort seizes him, he escapes naked. Some think that this is John Mark himself taking 
on the same self-identification model as John. There is no indication this is the case as the term 
is used in Mark 16:5 for an angel of God. This may be recorded to show the chaos of the matter 
and the indiscriminate nature of the Roman cohort, lending to the previous verse that they all 
left and fled. 

Luke brings to the surface that Jesus relents and allows Himself to be taken captive. 

John has the most information in this section, naming Peter and Malchus. Typically, the reason 
for the naming is to validate reporting. John also includes the I AM statements, which would 



   
 

have perpetuated the claim that Jesus is the Son of God. I have counted this as one of the signs 
that Jesus was the Christ the Son of God.  

From this point in the historical account, we have the illegal trials and Peter’s denial, of which the most 
detail is found in Mark. But all three accounts have good detail. The conviction by the Sanhedrin is told 
with the greatest detail in Luke where Jesus affirms that He is the Son of God. The remorse and suicide 
of Judas are only captured in Matthew and retold in Acts 1. The main reason for this section to be 
included is to show the fulfillment of the prophecy in Zechariah 11.  

On the way to Golgotha – Matthew 27:31-34; Mark 15:20-23; Luke 23:26-33; John 19:16-17 

Compare – Every Gospel records Jesus being led to Golgotha with the Synoptics recording that 
Simon of Cyrene helped carry Jesus’ cross.  

Contrast – Matthew and Mark indicate that He would not take a numbing agent to dull the pain, 
while Luke records the prophecy of the judgment against Israel. Again, Luke's attention to detail as 
a historian proves vital in demonstrating Jesus' willingness to go to the cross while grieving over His 
people, Israel.  

On the Cross – Matthew 27:35-60; Mark 15:24-46; Luke 23:33-54; John 19:18-42 

Compare – “This is Jesus King of the Jews” is recorded in all texts. Every text mentions the mocking 
and insults cast toward Jesus. Each of the accounts records at least one of the seven sayings with 
the majority being in John. Each Gospel states that there were faithful women who witnessed the 
crucifixion of Jesus. All four records have Jesus breathing His last breath. 

Contrast – Matthew and Mark are very similar with only a few descriptors different. Both accounts 
record “ELI, ELI, LAMA SABACHTHANI…” My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?" The 
Synoptics record the veil being torn in two where John does not. Matthew is unique in recording 
that some dead saints come to life after Jesus' resurrection.  

Luke’s uniqueness is found in the thief on the cross. Each of the accounts has Jesus being 
crucified with other men, but Luke is the only one that has one of them declare belief in Jesus 
Christ as well as two unique statements from Jesus: to the thief he said, “Truly I say to you, 
today you shall be with Me in Paradise” and His final words in this account are, “Father, into 
Your hands I commit My spirit.” Luke’s account focuses on what happened and gives details 
that can be verified if people desire to go back and reinvestigate.  

John has the greatest amount of unique material: the soldiers cast lots for Jesus’ clothes, Jesus 
declares that John is to take care of His mother, Jesus stated that He was thirsty, and His last 
words here were, “It is finished.” 

Significance – The Synoptics pay greater attention to the basic details of the crucifixion with Luke 
giving more detail as a good historian. They record the happenings and the declaration from the 
centurion "This man was the Son of God" or "Truly this man was innocent." 

John’s testimony is from the perspective of someone who was there. The others appear to be 
from more of distance and the testimony of others.  



The Resurrection of Jesus – According to the Gospels   

Review 
Matthew is presenting to the Jews the Promised One through lineage, prophecy fulfillment, and miracles. 
Mark condenses the information found in Matthew and focuses on the actions of Jesus. I propose this was 
written to the Jews outside of Israel, the Diaspora. 

Luke is a formal, historical account. Great detail is provided, and a lot of information is recorded 
concerning the last week of Jesus’ life. 

John is written to the world to demonstrate that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and that in believing 
one would have eternal life.  

Compare/Contrast 

Now that we have reviewed the purpose of each book, we can look at common sections and see what is 
the same and what is different. This hour, we will look at two main points: the morning of the resurrection 
and the appearances of Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:1-20; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-49; John 20:1-21:25 

Early in the Morning the Third Day – Matthew 28:1-8; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-13 

Compare – Every Gospel records women going to the tomb early in the morning; some record the 
purpose, others do not mention what they were intending. All the accounts state that the tomb 
was uncovered, the stone having been rolled away.  

Matthew – Read (28:1-8). When one reads Matthew, one is struck with how matter of fact the 
author writes. It is not from the perspective that something amazing has occurred but from the 
perspective of what happened. The women came to look at the grave, there is a quick 
reference to the women being afraid, but there are no personal details. To the believer, this 
should have been expected. The unique detail is that of an earthquake and the guards falling as 
dead men (fainted). 

Mark – Read (16:1-8). Mark provides more detail than Matthew in the reaction and statement 
of the women. They entered the tomb they were astonished. In verse 7, the text deviates from 
Matthew’s “Go quickly and tell the disciples” to “But go, tell His disciples and Peter.” Also, the 
angel tells them that Jesus is heading to Galilee. 

Luke – Read (24:1-12). Luke writes as if taking a witness’ statement, including what they saw 
and heard, and includes the conversation with the angels in greater detail up until the point of 
Peter going to the tomb. 

John – Read (20:1-13). John writes from the perspective of his hearing and his activity. Verse 1 
is a synopsis of the other accounts up to the point where the women came and told the 
disciples. Verses 2-10 is the greater detail of what Luke 24:12 stated. Verses 11-13 is the record 
of what Mary saw while looking in the tomb—one angel sitting toward the head and one angel 
sitting toward the feet (The Mercy Seat).  



   
 
Appearances of Jesus – Matthew 28:9-20; Luke 24:13-49; John 20:14-21:25 

Compare – Each Gospel records various instances when Jesus appeared, and they all record 
statements made by Jesus. Mark 16:9-19 is very unreliable, I have no doubt that the writer did 
include some details about the appearances and sayings of Jesus, and it is unfortunate that this 
section is not well preserved. The rest of this lesson will consider the three accounts as a whole. 

It is fascinating that each writer demonstrates that the disciples were very doubtful, slow to see 
and slow to understand the resurrection. The women are the first ones to get it and the first 
ones to see Jesus. Of the disciples, John is the first to see the empty tomb and believe. But he 
did not believe at the report of Mary. 

Contrast – In the Gospel of Matthew, a parenthetical section attests to what the Jews did in 
response to the resurrection (Read Matthew 28:11-15). Why is this here? Matthew written to Jews; 
presumably, those in Israel would have heard this story from their leaders. Outside of Israel, this 
story was not circulated since it would have presented the Romans as incompetent. Matthew 
finishes his text with what is typically known as the Great Commission. This skips ahead to Galilee 
and the resurrection story ends abruptly.  

Luke’s uniqueness in the resurrection is in one main aspect—Jesus’ appearance to two disciples 
(presumably) while on the way to Emmaus. Emmaus was in the early stages of the trip to 
Galilee. This section has Jesus incognito and explaining the Scripture and proving the nature of 
Jesus Christ. Why didn’t Jesus simply reveal Himself? I think it was to demonstrate the veracity 
and importance of Scripture as the basis to proclaim the truth of Himself (Acts 2:22-36). In Acts, 
Peter takes up this model. He attests that what they experience is true because it agrees with 
Scripture and not the other way around (Scripture over experience). 

John has the most unique details of the resurrection. The first is the interaction with Mary as 
she is paralyzed and blinded by grief and emotion. She speaks to Jesus but does not recognize 
Him (there is no indication that He was not able to be recognized). When Jesus speaks her 
name then she recognizes Him. 

John also recounts two separate instances where Jesus appears to his disciples. In the first, 
Thomas is not present. In 20:24-29, we see Jesus accommodating Thomas by appearing to 
him also. Thomas sees the risen Jesus and proclaims, “My Lord and my God.” It is in this text 
that we have one of the most comforting phrases made by Jesus Christ, “Because you have 
seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.” Is 
Thomas unbelieving? Remember, all the disciples have believed in Jesus; the difficulty is in 
the resurrection. 

John includes another appearance by the Sea of Tiberias, another name for the Sea of 
Galilee. This section is difficult to place as to when this would have occurred. When 
referring to Luke, this may have happened after His appearing in Galilee but before they 
went back to Jerusalem for Pentecost and before He ascended before them in Bethany. 

Jesus had already appeared to them, but what are they to do? Peter does what he did 



   
 

before all this took place and went back to work. But remember that Jesus told him, 
“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” The challenge to Peter in verses 15-17 is 
not a restoration from the denial (the text does not support this), nor does it contrast 
“agape” and “phileō.” The point for Peter and the disciples is “get to work.” This is 
demonstrated in the imperatives (John 21:15, 16, 17, 19, 22). 

Special consideration must be given to Acts 1:1-3 and 1 Corinthians 15:4-8. These are not the Gospels 
but do provide great details to the resurrection and the appearances, with evidence and many proofs. 

Conclusion 

These two lessons about the significance and uniqueness of each Gospel record should serve as an 
introduction to the study. We have summarized the content which leaves many specific studies to be 
had. This should serve as a reminder that the accounts of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ are manifold in their purpose based upon the ethnicity (Jew or Gentile) of the audience and their 
knowledge of the Hebrew Scriptures.  

Matthew presents Jesus to the Jews in Israel as the Promised One. The details of the death and 
resurrection should help the Jew who is closely connected to Hebrew Scriptures to have confidence 
that Jesus is the Messiah and to look forward to the day that Jesus will establish His Kingdom on 
Earth. This Gospel should be read with a heavy emphasis on the Hebrew Scriptures and seeking to 
understand what a devout Jew would need to hear and see to understand their Messiah.  

Mark presents Jesus to the Jews outside of Israel, the Hellenistic Jews who perhaps have become 
disconnected from Israel and have lost their promises to the erroneous Greek reasoning. This 
Gospel can be used for Gentiles as well, but care must be taken in proclaiming the Gospel of the 
Kingdom. Jesus' actions are especially highlighted in the confrontation of injustice. This Gospel 
should be read in light of what a layman Jew would have needed in the Gentile regions.  

Luke is almost a strict historical account to reaffirm the message that has been believed. Luke has 
very little commentary and there seems to be no theological agenda except to relay the 
information about the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ as historical fact. Much of the 
theology is recorded in Jesus’ own words, and the testimony about Him is explained by the apostles 
instead of the writer. One should read Luke with the main perspective of what happened. 

John is very much a historical narrative with great theological implications and explanations by the 
apostle that Jesus loved. Each section is designed to display Jesus’ signs and sayings to prove that 
Jesus is the Christ the Son of God. John should be read seeking to understand how the information 
proves the deity of Jesus.    

 


