
Deuteronomy – I AM, YHWH: The Lord Makes Himself Known 
 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 – Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! 
You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might. These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on 
your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down 
and when you rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be 
as frontals on your forehead. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house 
and on your gates.   

Name of the Book: The English name comes from the Greek Septuagint, “The Second Law.” The Hebrew 
name of the book is “ םיִ֗רָבְּדַה הֶּלֵ֣א ,” which is “ele ha d’barim.” This translates into “These the Words.”  

Author: Moses. Moses is mentioned 38 times with most of these referring to Moses speaking or continuing the 
discourse. In Deuteronomy 31:22-26, we see that this book was penned by Moses. This is written with chapter 
32-34 still to take place. This passage gives the account of Moses’ death. It is no conflict that this section was 
recorded by Joshua or a Levitical scribe and still have the author of the first 33 chapters being Moses. 

The book is also referenced as being written by Moses. 

Hebrew Scriptures – 1 Kings 2:3; 2 Kings 14:6  

Greek Scriptures – Acts 3:22-23; Romans 10:19  

Synopsis: 

The Book of Deuteronomy begins with Moses speaking to all of Israel. Most scholars state that this book 
is a collection of verbal discourses (speeches) from Moses to Israel, where the main charge is to be faithful 
to the covenant (the Sinai Covenant).  

Throughout the book, Moses reminds them of their recent history where they demonstrated a rebellious 
and sinful mental attitude and God demonstrated His grace, justice, and mercy. 

Date: 1406. Moses completes this book shortly before his death, just before the beginning of the campaign to 
conquer the land of Canaan in 1406 BC.  

Purpose: The purpose of the book is to remind the Israelites of their history and call them to be faithful to the 
covenant while providing a summary of the Law of God’s righteous standard and a prophetic look into the 
future of Israel. 

Importance: This book is widely regarded as the most important book for Israel due to its consolidation of the 
Law and the promise of restoration. When tempted, Jesus quoted the Book of Deuteronomy (Deuteronomy 
6:13, 16, 8:3).  
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Outline: In Deuteronomy there are four main sections: Prologue, Covenant, Statutes and Judgements, Epilogue. 
The Book is set up and versified in such a way that nearly each chapter is a new subject in the Law.  

1. Prologue (1-3)   
1  Preparation to Enter the Promised Land 
2:1-15  Wilderness Exile 
2:16-3:29  Conquest Begun & Narrated 

2. Covenant (4-11) 
4-5  Call to Obedience: 10 Commandments 
6  Call to Fear God 
7  Call to Purity 
8  Call to Remembrance 
9  Call to Humility 
10  Call to Changed Hearts 
11  Call to Renewal 

3. Statutes and Judgements (12-27) 
12  Regarding Offerings 
13  Regarding Idolatry 
14  Regarding Personal Holiness 
15  Regarding Sabbath Year 
16:1-17  Regarding Passover, Weeks, Booths 
16:18-18:8  Regarding Judges, Justice, Kings & Levites 
18:9-22  Regarding Spiritism & Prophets 
19  Regarding Cities of Refuge, Boundaries, Witnesses 
20  Regarding Warfare 
21  Regarding Crime & Relationships 
22  Regarding Various & Marital Laws 
23  Regarding Countrymen & Foreigners 
24-25  Regarding Marital & Various Laws 
26  Regarding Firstfruits & Tithe 
27  Regarding Curses 

4. Epilogue 
28-29  Covenant Consequences 
30  Covenant Restoration & Call to Obedience 
31  Commission of Joshua 
32-34  Song, Blessings, & Death of Moses  
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Possible Clarification: One teacher believes that Deuteronomy is the Moses version of Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount. He explains that Moses begins this book by recounting how it is that Israel got to where they are at this 
moment. And in doing so, he expounds on at least 50% of all the laws given at Mt. Sinai. He will go through 
almost all of the Law, point by point, and tell Israel what God’s purpose for this Law is. He makes the point that 
Deuteronomy is not about rote adherence but how to develop a proper mental attitude. 

In one aspect I agree, but this makes an observational mistake. The entire Law is written as principle. It is 
impossible to cover all aspects of human behavior, and all situations cannot be covered in a written law. 

This is demonstrated in current Western law systems, including the United States Code. We have come to 
the conclusion that there needs to be a law to cover all circumstances, and if there is not a law to cover a 
situation, then there is no legal consequence. We have been told “it may be unethical, but it is not illegal.” 

When computer crimes began, many criminals could not be charged because stealing via computer was not 
illegal, so the defense attorneys argued. Instead of using the principle of “do not steal” and having a judge 
dispense justice to the offender, the courts were forced to dismiss cases due to the fact there was not a 
specific code of law that can be referenced.  

This is how people think, and the Pharisees in Jesus’ day also used the Law to their advantage. This is why 
God appointed judges through Moses, and subsequent generations were to appoint wise and fair judges. If 
every circumstance were accounted for in the Law, then there is no need for judges. But because the Law of 
Moses is principle and not totally specific, those who are wise needed to apply the Law appropriately. 

Key Sections: 

4:5-10 – Strong urging in the view of the Law and the giving of the Law. 

4:15-20 – Repetition is the best teacher. 

4:25-31 – Time causes complacency. When you see consequences, remember from where you have fallen. 

4:35-40 – Repetition is the best teacher. 

6:1-9 (what) – The shema is the underlying theme of the Torah and Deuteronomy – complete and exclusive 
loyalty to the LORD and to His precepts. The essence of the covenant is understood in the first four 
commandments of the Decalogue (Deuteronomy 5:6-15). This is repeated simply in Deuteronomy 6:4-5.  

6:10-15 (why) – These verses continue with the question of the covenant of complete and exclusive devotion 
but answers the question of why in verse 15. 

6:16-19 (reflection) – This section reflects on the covenant and encouragement. 

6:20-25 (transmission) – Israel is commanded to communicate this Law and this truth perpetually and explain 
not only the what but also the why. 
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7:1-6 – Intermarriage with the Canaanites is not a racial issue but a safeguard against idol worship. This is 
exemplified in Numbers 25 and the sin of Peor.  

The Law of God:  

In contrast to the kings of the nations, the rule of law is the governing force for the Nation of Israel. A 
king, for example, in Egypt can change the law as he sees fit and is not bound by the law. He is seen as 
either deity or a representative of deity. 

Narrative Advancement: 

The narrative in not advanced in Deuteronomy except when Moses dies and is buried (34:1-12). 

Key Promises: 

Deuteronomy 28-30 (9:4-6, 15:4-5, 11) The Exile from the Promised Land –  

Israel had a tendency to respond with pride to the special stature that they enjoyed, but God reminded them 
that His choosing of them was based on His sovereignty and not their own national righteousness: 

Do not say in your heart when the Lord your God has driven them out before you, ‘Because of my 
righteousness the Lord has brought me in to possess this land,’ but it is because of the wickedness 
of these nations that the Lord is dispossessing them before you…Know, then, it is not because of 
your righteousness that the Lord your God is giving you this good land to possess, for you are a 
stubborn people (9:4,6). 

God would drive out the nations before Israel in spite of Israel’s stubbornness. But yet, if Israel remained 
disobedient, His patience would end, and they would be judged. Deuteronomy 15:4, 5, and 11 illustrate the 
surety of this. The consequences of disobedience would be intense: 

But it shall come about, if you will not obey the Lord your God, to observe all His commandments 
and His statutes with which I charge you today, that all these curses shall come upon you and 
overtake you…The Lord will make the rain of your land powder and dust; from heaven it shall 
come down on you until you are destroyed…So all these curses shall come on you and pursue you 
and overtake you until you are destroyed, because you would not obey the Lord your God by 
keeping His commandments and His statutes which He commanded you. And they shall become 
a sign and a wonder on you and your descendants forever (28:15, 24, 45-46). 

Coupled with Leviticus 25-26, it is evident that the consequence of disobedience would be a seventy-year 
exile from the Promised Land. Yet, even in light of the severity, the judgment would not completely destroy 
the nation as a remnant would emerge. 

Then you shall be left few in number, whereas you were as the stars of heaven for multitude, 
because you did not obey the Lord your God (28:62). 
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Deuteronomy 30 – The Land Covenant (Reiterated) 

Genesis 15:18-21 records the land element of the Abrahamic covenant, and Deuteronomy 30 ties this element to 
future generations of a restored remnant: 

So it shall be when all of these things have come upon you, the blessing and the curse which I have 
set before you, and you call them to mind in all nations where the Lord your God has banished 
you, and you return to the Lord your God and obey Him with all your heart and soul according to 
all that I command you today, you and your sons, then the Lord your God will restore you from 
captivity, and have compassion on you, and will gather you again from all the peoples where the 
Lord your God has scattered you. If your outcasts are at the ends of the earth, from there the Lord 
your God will gather you, and from there He will bring you back. And the Lord your God will 
bring you into the land which your fathers possessed, and you shall possess it; and He will prosper 
you and multiply you more than your fathers. Moreover the Lord your God will circumcise your 
heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul, in order that you may live. And the Lord your God will inflict all these curses on your 
enemies and on those who hate you, who persecuted you. And you shall again obey the Lord, and 
observe all His commandments which I command you today. Then the Lord your God will prosper 
you abundantly in all the work of your hand, in the offspring of your body and in the offspring of 
your cattle and in the produce of your ground, for the Lord will again rejoice over you for good, 
just as He rejoiced over your fathers; if you obey the Lord your God to keep His commandments 
and His statutes which are written in this book of the law, if you turn to the Lord your God with 
all your heart and soul (30:1-10). 

God promises both physical and spiritual restoration, reiterating elements of the Land Covenant. Israel would 
indeed return to the Promised Land. Key elements of this covenant include: 

1. A broken Mosaic Covenant (30:1) 
2. Restoration from the worldwide diaspora, or scattering (30:3-4) 
3. Great blessing in the land (30:5) 
4. Spiritual restoration (30:6) 
5. Retribution upon Israel’s enemies (30:7) 
6. Renewed national obedience (30:8) 
7. A change of attitude on God’s part toward Israel (30:9) 

 

Conclusion: 

Deuteronomy closes with the song of Moses (32), recounting the mighty and merciful works of God in dealing 
with Israel, and Moses’ blessing of each tribe (33). The book concludes with Moses’ death in chapter 34 and the 
anointing Joshua as the new leader as we proceed into the book of Joshua. 


