
 
 

PHILIPPIANS CHAPTER 2 

Philippians 2:12-13 – So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in 
my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with 
fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for 
His good pleasure. 

Exegetical Outline of verses 12-13 

I. Fully accomplish your preservation 
a. (In what manner?) With fear and trembling 
b. (In what manner?) Just as you have always obeyed me 

i. (When) Not only in my presence 
ii. (When) But also in my absence 

c. (Why?) Because God is at work in you 
i. (How?) Will 

ii. (How?) Work  
iii. (Why?) According to His good pleasure 

With fear and trembling seems to best fit the idea of functioning in the task given by God with the full measure 
of respect and awe due to the Lord of lords, the Creator God, the name above all names, Jesus. 

Because it is God who is at work in you 

In verse 12, we see the instruction, the responsibility of the believer. In verse 13, there is no room for 
potential, only reality; this is the self-imposed responsibility of God. This is what God does do. 

The verb is “estin,” the present active indicative for “εἰμί eimi.” This indicates status, a perpetual reality. 

With the instruction in verse 12 and the function of God in verse 13, this demonstrates a cooperation in the 
life of believers. This is not the idea of work, and then God will work. Rather, the reality is that God is 
working unconditionally. We are to work in light of that truth. 

What is this work of God? 

The will and the work according to the good pleasure. 

Starting with good pleasure – “εὐδοκία eudokia” – the literal meaning is good thinking, good will, or 
good intentions. 

The function of the believer is stated here as being to demonstrate that God is well intended towards 
man. This is in direct conflict with most, if not all, religions, including many false theologies in 
Christendom. 
His first working is “His Will” 

His second working is “His Work” 
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His will 
1. The will of God in Jesus Christ is demonstrated in the Gospels as Jesus did and said the things that 

God wanted Him to through the communication and power of the Holy Spirit. 
a. The communication 
b. The power – This is in Jesus Christ’s humanity; the power is in the office of Prophet. 

2. The will of God is communicated to us through the Holy Spirit 
a. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
b. 2 Peter 1:20-21 

3. The will of God is a revealed truth through Scripture 
a. Romans 12:2 – The will of God is good, acceptable, and perfect 
b. 1 Corinthians 12:18 – Roles and authorities are willed by God in the body of Christ 
c. Galatians 1:4 – God desires to rescue us. This is expanded in various verses demonstrating all of 

the benefits that believers have through the will of God 
d. Ephesians 5:15-21 – Be careful how you walk (4:17 – 5:21) 
e. Ephesians 6:5-8 – Work as unto the Lord knowing it is the Lord who rewards 
f. 1 Thessalonians 4:3 – The will of God is to abstain from immorality 

His work 

1. John 6:27-29 – Believe in Jesus Christ 
2. Romans 8:28 – God works in negative circumstances to bring about His good 
3. 1 Corinthians 3:5-9 – God’s work is the serving of the body in doctrinal training and being an 

example 
4. 1 Corinthians 15:58 – Support of the saints who are in need 
5. Galatians 5:6 – Faith working through love 
6. 1 Thessalonians 3:1-2 – Evangelism and doctrinal training 
7. 1 Timothy 6:18 – Using surplus to benefit those in need 

Conclusion 
This phrase indicates that both His will and His work are being worked in us to bring about His good 
intentions. 
The unfortunate idea is that this is often mystified and emotional. To the believer, this is often sold as 
meaning to follow your conscience. What we have seen in the text is that His will and His work in us are 
revealed and should be well known to believers through the communication of the Holy Spirit (the Word of 
God). 
We obviously cannot cover all aspects and particularities of this topic. The readers obviously have history 
and knowledge of His will and His work. 

1. The will of God is for unbelievers to believe and for believers to continue to believe. 
2. The will of God is for believers to avoid the lusts of this world. 
3. The work of God is to believe in Jesus Christ. 
4. The work of God is to share the Gospel with unbelievers. 
5. The work of God is to support believers with doctrine and physical assistance for the needy in love. 

1 John 3:23 – This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one 
another just as He commanded us. 
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Philippians 2:14-16 – Do all things without grumbling or disputing; so that you will 
prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in 
the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights 
in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have 
reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain. 

Introduction 

The letter to the Philippian church has one main focus, one main lesson: “Have this attitude in yourselves, 
which was also in Christ Jesus, who emptied Himself, who humbled Himself, who became a bondservant, 
who became obedient to the death, even death of a cross” (summarized theme of Philippians from 2:5-8). 
The surrounding information supports the doctrine of humility through restatements, examples, details, or 
through instruction. When Paul provides instruction, it is in light of the doctrines that he just taught. 

This is an important distinction. Many times, religious institutions simply state what to do without 
giving the reason for the action. Biblical instructions are not just rules within a vacuum. Most of the 
time, the reason for the admonishment is directly given in the context. It is not enough to know what we 
ought to do. We have to understand why. In this context, the details of the admonishment are provided 
from verses 2:1-11. 

The first instruction in this section is back in verse 1 and further instructions are sprinkled throughout the 
text, continuing through verse 18. 

Admonishments of Philippians  

Philippians 1:27 – Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel 

Philippians 2:1 – Encourage, console, have spiritual fellowship, have affection and compassion 
Philippians 2:2 – Make my joy complete 

Philippians 2:3 – Do nothing from selfishness or vain self-glory, esteem one another with humility 
Philippians 2:5 – Think this (have this attitude) 

Philippians 2:12 – Fully accomplish your preservation  
Philippians 2:14 – Do all things without grumbling or disputing 

Philippians 2:18 – Rejoice and rejoice with me 
Philippians 2:29 – Receive him and hold such men in honor 

In chapters 3-4, there are at least 14 more imperatives. 
Reason for the Admonishments 

The various aspects of the mind of Christ — Going back to the beginning of the letter, no less than 11 
observations concerning the mind of Christ. 

The example of Paul and his steadfastness for the gospel 
The reality of eternity and being with Jesus Christ forever 

The humility, sacrifice, and glory of Jesus Christ 
God is at work in you 
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Results of the Admonishments 
Participation in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Confidence in Jesus Christ 
Abundance of knowledge and discernment 

Ability to demonstrate the things that are excellent 
Will be pure and blameless until the Day of Christ 

Having been filled with the results of being justified 
Having not been put to shame in anything 

Being of one mind 
Standing firm in one soul 

Striving together for the truth of the gospel 
Philippians 2:15-16 continues with the results of adhering to the instructions of God given through Paul. 

The instruction throughout these first two chapters, the reasons for them, and their results are all 
connected. It is important to remember that this next section in Philippians is not on an island. This next 
section is not the only instruction and these results are not only from this short imperative. 
Do not lose sight of the whole.  

 


