
 
 

PHILIPPIANS CHAPTER 2 

Philippians 2:12-13 – So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in 
my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with 
fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for 
His good pleasure. 

Review 

Fully accomplish the preservation of yourselves. 

Salvation has multiple definitions and uses: 

1. Deliverance (Acts 7:25) 
2. Preservation (Acts 27:31-37) 
3. Spiritual salvation (Ephesians 1:13) – This salvation is often understood in three aspects (past, 

present, future) 
a. Past – refers to the justification of the believer, saved from the penalty of sin – Ephesians 2:8 
b. Present – refers to the victory over the power of sin – 1 Timothy 4:16 
c. Future –glorified, free from the presence of sin in your person – Romans 13:11 

Based upon the context, this salvation is not spiritual in nature (none of the three aspects) but in preservation 
that the church would not “be ashamed.” That their assurance and confidence is rooted in the doctrines of 
Scripture and supported by the Holy Spirit. 

Shame is not from God. Instead, the shame that is felt is from within for not walking worthy of the Gospel, 
but rather having their lives focused on the things of this world. 

1. Philippians 1:19-20 
2. Philippians 3:18-19 

Putting this together in Philippians, the “fully accomplish your preservation in not being ashamed of the 
Gospel” is not only an internal feeling of shame. It is not being ashamed doctrinally, in mental attitude and 
behavior within the body of Christ. They were to not live a life of shame. 

When we live a life that is consistent with the Gospel of Jesus Christ and have unity within the body of Christ 
doctrinally, mentally, and behaviorally, the result is clear (Philippians 2:14-16). 

Exegetical Outline of verses 12-13 

I. Fully accomplish your preservation 
a. (In what manner?) With fear and trembling 
b. (In what manner?) Just as you have always obeyed me 

i. (When) Not only in my presence 
ii. (When) But also in my absence 

c. (Why?) Because God is at work in you 
i. (How?) Will 

ii. (How?) Work  
iii. (Why?) According to His good pleasure 
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Paul encourages them to fully accomplish their preservation with fear and trembling.  

Fear is “φόβος phobos” 

According to BDAG, this word is used in two main ways: 

1. An intimidating entity – intimidation, something that is terrible, a terror (1 Peter 3:14; Romans 13:3) 
2. The product of an intimidating/alarming force 

a. Fear, alarm, fright (Matthew 28:8) 
b. Reverence, respect (2 Corinthians 7:1; Ephesians 5:21) 

Trembling is “τρόμος tromos” 
According to BDAG, this word is simply a physical response due to fear – trembling, quaking 

In the New Testament, this word (and its cognates) is always associated with “fear,” either with the 
word (ten times) or conjecture (once).  

This phrase “with fear and trembling” (or a deviation) is used five times in the New Testament: 

1. Mark 5:33 
2. 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
3. 2 Corinthians 7:13-16 
4. Ephesians 6:4-6 
5. Hebrews 12:21 

In the Hebrew text there are two more: 

1. Psalm 2:10-12 
2. Psalm 55:1-7 

Observations: 

1. Positive and negative connotations 
a. The positive connotation seems to be more about reverence and awe. 
b. The negative seems to be involuntary and in response to something dreadful. 

2. Obedience is a factor. 
3. The references indicate the manner in which the instructions were carried out. 
4. The phrase is associated with an act of service or worship. 
5. In the Hebrew, the word for trembling is also related to the word for kneeling or bowing low. 
6. “Fear and trembling are proper reactions as we realize our own weakness and inadequacy. The remedy 

is to realize the divine sufficiency of God’s power.” – Walvoord 
7. “This is not slavish terror but wholesome caution” - Wuest 
8. There seems to be something of an idiom here – The emotional and physical reaction that is natural 

when dealing with the God of all creation and of judgment is now voluntary in the life of the believer 
who has peace with God.  

9. It is interesting that in most of these passages, fear and trembling are not sourced in something that 
would normally cause fear. In the Corinthian passages, the statement is a reflection upon Paul and the 
church as they did in accordance with godly instruction. 
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10. This attitude in Philippians seems to directly correlate to every knee will bow, and every tongue confess. 
This describes the utmost respect; for the unbeliever, this will cause dread; for the believer, this will be 
joyous in that moment. For now, we are to live our lives with awe and respect and reverence. 

1 Peter 1:13-19 – Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the 
grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not be conformed to the 
former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also 
in all your behavior; because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY." If you address as 
Father the One who impartially judges according to each one's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time 
of your stay on earth; knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your 
futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and 
spotless, the blood of Christ.  

Because we have peace with God and have the love of God, we are not supposed to be afraid of God. 

1 John 4:16-18 – We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the 
one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may 
have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world. There is no fear in love; 
but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love. 

Conclusion 

With fear and trembling seems to best fit the idea of functioning in the task given by God with the full measure 
of respect and awe due to the Lord of lords, the Creator God, the name above all names, Jesus. 

 

Just as you have always obeyed me 

Obey is the verb “ὑπακούω hupakouō;” the adjective, “ὑπήκοος hupēkoos,” is used in verse 8. 

hupakouō, from the preposition hupo and the verb akouō, means to listen or give ear to. The idea of 
“response” or “answer” is implied; thus, it can refer to someone “answering.” This can also indicate 
“obedience” that comes from “hearing.” Thus, one “regards” instruction or warning or one “complies with” 
a rule or law. 

The “hearing and responding” by the Philippians is well known to Paul, not only when he was there but also 
in the report that he has received in his absence. 

In Philippians, we have what we know and what we can imply.  

1. Philippians 1:5 
2. Philippians 4:15 
3. The idea of Paul stating “make my joy complete” and “fully accomplish” indicates that the church is 

to finish what they have been doing. 
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 Because it is God who is at work in you 

In verse 12, we see the instruction or the responsibility of the believer. In verse 13, there is no room for 
potential, only reality; this is the responsibility of God, what God does do. 

 The verb is “estin,” the present active indicative for “εἰμί eimi.” This indicates status, a perpetual reality. 

The phrase who is at work in you is an articular participle “the one who works.” This indicates the character 
of the one who is being modified. In this verse, this describes God.  

With the instruction in verse 12 and the function of God in verse 13, this demonstrates a cooperation in the 
life of believers. This is not the idea of work and then God will work. Rather, the reality is that God is 
working unconditionally. We are to work in light of that truth. 

What is this work of God? 

The will and the work according to the good pleasure. 

Starting with good pleasure – “εὐδοκία eudokia” – the literal meaning is good thinking, good will, or 
good intentions. 

1. Luke 2:14 
2. Ephesians 1:5-9 
3. Philippians 1:15 

Will is an articular infinitive, a verb used as a noun in both form and syntax. 

His first working is “His will” 
His second working is “His work.” 
His will and His work are being worked in you. This meaning is not unknown nor is it mystical. What is 
His will, what is His work, and how is it installed and working in you? 

His will 
1. The will of God in Jesus Christ is demonstrated in the Gospels as Jesus did and said the things 

that God wanted Him to through the communication and power of the Holy Spirit. 
a. The communication 
b. The power – This is in Jesus Christ’s humanity; the power is in the office of Prophet. 

2. The will of God is communicated to us through the Holy Spirit 
a. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
b. 2 Peter 1:20-21 

3. The will of God is a revealed truth through Scripture 
a. Romans 12:2 – The will of God is good, acceptable, and perfect. 
b. 1 Corinthians 12:18 – Roles and authorities are willed by God in the body of Christ. 
c. Galatians 1:4 – God desires to rescue us. This is expanded in various verses 

demonstrating all of the benefits that believers have through the will of God. 
d. Ephesians 5:15-21 – Be careful how you walk (4:17 – 5:21). 
e. Ephesians 6:5-8 – Work as unto the Lord knowing it is the Lord who rewards. 
f. 1 Thessalonians 4:3 – The will of God is to abstain from immorality. 


