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Outline 

Numbers 1-10 – Camped at Sinai 

Numbers 10b-12 – Travel to Paran 

Numbers 13-19 – In the Wilderness of Paran 

Numbers 20-21 – Travel to Moab 

Numbers 22-36 – In the Plains of Moab 

Numbers 1-10 – Preparation of the Old Generation 

Numbers 11-25 – In the Wilderness 

Numbers 26-36 – Preparation of the New Generation 

Agenda 

1. Complaining Along the Way (11-12) 
2. The Rebellion at Kadesh Barnea (13-14) 
3. Rebellion of Korah and the Nation (16-17) 
4. Death of Miriam and Rebellion of Moses and Death of Aaron (20) 
5. The Bronze Serpent (21) 
6. Balaam (22-25) 
7. Israel: The Next Generation (26-36) 

Balaam (22-25) 

Three Questions: 

1. Who is Balaam? 
2. Why is this account important to Israel? What is the theological impact to Israel? 
3. Why is this account important to subsequent readers? What is the theological impact to us? 

Recap 

A few Observations of Balaam 

1. Balaam already had a relationship with YHWH 
a. Balaam uses the personal name of God 
b. Balaam waits to hear from God; he expected to hear from God 

2. Balaam was unaware of the identity and nature of Israel 
3. Balaam apparently purposes to do what Balak wants, but God intervenes and tells Balaam not to 

speak anything except what the Lord tells him to say. 
4. In spite of Balak’s urging and bribery, Balaam gives seven oracles all blessing Israel and cursing 

Israel’s enemies.  

The sin of Peor plays a significant role in the story of Balaam. Israel was enticed by the Moabites and the 
Medianites as they invited the Israelites to sacrifice to their god and Israel fell. A plague came upon them 
and 24,000 died, but the plague was checked by Phinehas the son of Eleazar the son of Aaron (25:6-13). 
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Then, God instructs Moses to take revenge upon the Midianites. 

Numbers 31:1-3, 8, 16 

Who was Balaam? 

He was a gentile prophet for YHWH but enticed by greed to teach Israel’s enemies how to have the wrath of 
God come upon Israel. Evidently because Balaam did not curse Israel and did not do anything directly, he 
thought he could get away with the act of perversion against Israel. 

But all indications are that Balaam was a believer in YHWH and a servant of YHWH. 

What is the Theological Impact for Israel? 

This account is referenced 6 times in the Hebrew text 

Joshua 13:22, 24:8-10 

Nehemiah 13:1-3 

Micah 6:4-5 

What is the Theological Impact for Us? 

The account of Balaam is refenced 3 times in the New Testament 

2 Peter 2:12-19 – The error of greed, the wages of unrighteousness 

Jude 8-11; Revelation 2:13-15 

The riches of this world (enticements) are a common cause for the undoing of believers. We need to be 
aware that this is a consistent and perpetual scheme of Satan. We all need to be prepared with doctrine to 
overcome this temptation and not be enticed by the things and the scheme of this world (Ephesians 6:10-11). 

Israel the Next Generation 

Chapter 26 begins this final section of Numbers with a new census. The total number of the sons of Israel, all 
males aged 21 and older, including the tribe of Levi aged one month and older, is 624,730. 601,730 were from 
the battle array of Israel and of those who would receive an inheritance. The Levites were numbered 23,000. 

In Numbers 1-3, the previous generation was numbered. The total number was 625,823. 603,550 were from 
the battle array of Israel and of those who would receive an inheritance. The Levites were numbered 22,273. 

Over the 40ish years, the number of Israel decreased. With a modest population growth rate of 1.2%, the 
population of Israel would have been 1,006,729. Having a negative population growth indicates the 
significant judgments from the Lord.  

Over the next 400 war torn years and many judgments during the time of Joshua, Judges, Saul and David, 
David numbers Israel in sin at 1,570,000, without counting Levi and Benjamin, whose number would have 
been significant. The growth rate would be about .25%. That low of a number indicates that Israel was 
perpetually violating the covenant and judgments were perpetual. 

Even during the world’s many wars, the world still saw significant growth from 1900 to 1950 – 1.6 billion 
to 2.6 billion for a 1.9% growth rate. 

 Chapters 27–30 concern other laws for Israel 
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1. Law of inheritance for daughters if there are no sons (27:8-11) 
2. Joshua chosen to succeed Moses (27:15-23) 
3. Laws for offerings (28-29) 

a. The offerings are cumulative; the offerings for the Sabbaths and festivals are in addition to 
the daily offerings; and the offerings for Rosh Hashanah, the New Year, are in addition to the 
daily and New Moon offerings. If the New Year fall on a Sabbath, there were would be 
offered all of the following:  

i. the daily offering PLUS, 
ii. the Sabbath offering PLUS,  

iii. the New Moon offering PLUS,  
iv. the New Year offering.  

b. The organizing principle of the calendar is according to descending order of frequency: daily, 
then Sabbath, and then New Moon. Then the sacrifices for festivals follow in calendar order, 
beginning with Passover.  

c. All the sacrificial animals mentioned are male animals: bulls, rams, and lambs as burnt 
offerings and goats as purification offerings.  

d. The sacrificial order is prescriptive not descriptive. In actual practice, the purification 
offering would be sacrificed BEFORE the additional burnt offering.  

e. The number 7 and its multiples (14 being two times 7) are very prominent in the number of 
animals that were required to be offered.  

f. In addition to the frequency of the number 7 in what is laid out in Numbers 28 and 29, there 
are other occurrences of the number 7: the seven biblical festivals, the seven-day Unleavened 
Bread and Sukkot festivals, the preponderance of festivals that occur in the 7th month, the 7 
festival days (in addition to Sabbath) on which all work is prohibited. Even more, we have 
the bulls required for Sukkot add up to 70 (7 times 10), the number of lambs on Sukkot is 7 
times 7 times 2, the number of rams is 14 (7 times 2), and the number of required goats is 7.  

i. The number seven is prominently used over 650 times (Addendum). 
ii. The use of the number seems to be associated with completion, but this only 

observational and seems to be overwhelming.  
iii. The Bible does not explain this outright and we can only speculate as to why the 

number is used so frequently. 
4. The Law of Vows (30:2) 

a. An oath is an unconditional promise and imposes an obligation upon the one making the 
oath. A vow is by definition a conditional promise. If this happens, then I will…. 

b. There is no prescription for making a vow or an oath. The manner of how to make a vow or 
an oath remains, but one does not need to make vows or oaths. 

c. Matthew 5:33-37; James 5:12 
d. Principle: Be a people of integrity 
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Chapters 31-32 continue the narrative with Israel being used to judge the people around them. In previous 
battles with Israel, Israel was defending herself from aggressors. Even with the Amorites, they were doing what 
God instructed and they were confronted (Numbers 21). 

1. Vengeance against the Midianites 
a. Every male is killed. 
b. Every woman who is not a virgin is killed. 
c. The girls are taken as servants/wives – act of grace. 
d. These Midianites were completely wiped out. 

2. This is not Israel taking vengeance but Israel being used as judgment for YHWH. 
3. After the judgment of the Midianites, the tribes of Ruben and Gad negotiate with God to stay beyond 

the Jordan (East) and not take a possession in the Promised Land. 
a. Moses at first says this is an evil thing (32:6-8) 
b. Ruben and Gad have a solution (32:16-18) 
c. Moses concedes with a warning (32:20-24) 

Chapter 33 is a review of the journey from Egypt to the plains of Moab on the other side of the Jordan. At the 
end of the chapter, YHWH gives them specific instruction for taking possession of the land (33:50-56). 

Chapter 34 is instruction for apportioning the land of Canaan (34:1-12) (Map) It’s a relatively small area. If you 
overlay a map of Kansas City over it, it would only include land from north to St. Joseph, south to Pleasanton-
Garnett-Butler area, and as wide as Lawrence to Kansas City. 

Chapter 35 concerns how the Levites will be provided for in the Promised Land. Verses 6-34 give the laws 
concerning the cities of refuge for involuntary homicide. 

Chapter 36 reiterates inheritance rights and what happens if a daughter who had inheritance should marry 
outside of her tribe. The main point is in verses 7 and 9. The book concludes with Israel ready to enter the land 
after receiving the commands of YHWH while in the plains of Moab (36:13). 

Before they go in, Moses gives them an exhaustive review of their history and restates the Law so that they 
have Scripture to study after they settle in the land, Deuteronomy.  

 


