
 
 

PHILIPPIANS CHAPTER 2 

Have this attitude in yourselves, which was also in Christ Jesus, who emptied himself, 
who humbled himself, who became a bondservant, who became obedient to the death, 
even death of a cross –  
The summarized theme of Philippians from chapter 2 verses 5-8. 

The Result of the Mind of Christ 

In Chapter 2, we have an admonishment of what the believers are to do (verses 1-4). 
Verses 1-4 have an unusual format that indicates commands with using very few actual imperatives. 
This leaves room for the main sentence in this entire section. 

Then we have the main command, and the main sentence is to “let this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus” (verse 5). This is understood as both reaching back to verses 3-4 and thrusting into verses 6-8.  

1. The content of what to think is found in verses 1-4 
2. The command is in verse 5 
3. The illustration is in verses 6-8  

a. Jesus is equal with God and consequently is God. 
b. Jesus made a conscious and deliberate decision to not hold onto the glory of God. 
c. Jesus denied Himself His own divine rights (in this context this refers to the glory of God, 

the right to be served). 
d. Jesus was a bondservant (morphe). 
e. Jesus, who is God, looks like a mere man. 
f. Jesus was obedient, to the death, the death of a cross 

4. The results of Jesus’s humility are presented (9-11) 

Analysis of Philippians 2:9-11 

The first word in this section is “διό dio.” This is an inferential particle; it is used to pass from one 
proposition, statement, or judgment considered as true to another whose truth is believed to follow the 
former, denoting that the inference is self-evident. 

This indicates that the results are well known to the Philippian church; they know that Jesus is highly 
exalted. Paul is introducing the reason why.  

The main sentence in this passage is “God highly exalted Him and granted to Him a name.” Following this 
main sentence is a description of the name and a hina clause (result). 

1. A name that is above every name 
2. So that at the name of Jesus  

a. Every knee would bow 
b. Every tongue would confess 

i. Those in heaven (who) 
ii. Those on earth (who) 

iii. Those under the earth (who) 
iv. That Jesus Christ is Lord (what) 
v. To the Glory of God, the Father (To what end) 
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Highly exalted is the word “ὑπερυψόω huperupsoō." This is the only use of this word in the Greek New 
Testament and is a compound of "huper” and “hupsoō.” This word is used also in the Septuagint:  

Psalm 97:1-12 – In verse 9 the phrase, “You are exalted above all gods,” is where we find the Greek 
translation of “huperupsoō.” The Greek translators saw the literal translation of “you are exalted” with 
the compound Hebrew phrase “ םיִֽהrֱא־לָּכ־לַע ,” “above-all-gods.” (1st Chronicles 16:25; Psalm 95:3, 96:4). 

The use of this infrequently used word with its connection to above all gods, the Hebrew phrase does 
not absolutely mean that Paul is referring to Jesus as “exalted above all gods.” But that is not a very big 
reach when we already understand the nature of the deity of Jesus Christ. 

Both verbs, highly exalted and bestowed (granted), are main verbs as part of the main compound sentence.  

The word bestowed or granted is “χαρίζομαι charizomai.” This indicates that Jesus did not sacrifice 
everything for this recognition nor is the recognition required; instead, the bestowment is freely given in 
accordance with (not because of) the humility, obedience, and sacrifice of Jesus.  

Both verbs are aorist indicative, which means they happened at a particular time in the past from the writing. 
So, when did this occur?  

This was bestowed upon Christ is His humility and His death, a cross’ death. The event that 
demonstrates this truth is the resurrection; this is when Jesus was highly exalted and granted the name 
above all names. 

Here is another question. What do these two verbs indicate? John Walvoord states that this has two 
implications. 

1. Resumption of His glory that He set aside 
2. The recognition of the triumph over sin 

Both of those observations are true. We know that His glory was restored, and we know that He had 
victory over sin and death. But His glory is that of deity; His victory is not the reward. 
The reward is the name, but this name is not just any name; it’s the name above every name. This 
bestowment is not toward Jesus’ divinity but His humanity. 
Jesus is Jehovah and He already had a name that is above all names, a recognition that His name is 
above all gods. If this were His divinity, then the granting is simply a reclaiming. Rather, this is toward 
His humanity. 

The full title of Jesus is Lord Jesus Christ. Typically, the emphasis on worship is Lord. Even His distinction 
as Christ (Messiah) would be worthy of worship, being the Anointed One of God. But it is to His given 
human name, Yahoshua, Iesous, Jesus, that the honor is bestowed. 

During His life, the name Jesus was not a name that was automatically honored. 

Matthew 26:69-72; John 6:41-42, 18:3-7 
The name of Jesus did not cause honor, fear, or awe. In fact, the name was emphasized in order to 
demonstrate His humanity. It is that name that was used to diminish the Son of God and is now the name 
that every person, alive or dead, will bow and recognize as Lord over all. 

The man Jesus is already highly exalted and has the name and titles already. What changes is the 
recognition. This is where the hina clause comes in – So that, at the name of Jesus. The very utterance of 
His name will induce a necessary reaction. When does this reaction occur? This must be in the future. The 
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name of Jesus during the Apostolic Era is still a name that is mocked. Throughout history, most have 
sneered and blasphemed the name of Jesus. This does not mean that Jesus does not have the honor and 
glory, but the whole of creation does not yet kneel in recognition of it. 
The name and activity that follows is that of absolute sovereignty and authority. 

Matthew 28:18; Acts 17:31; Revelation 19:11-16 
The identification of who will participate is not complicated: 

Those who are in heaven, are those in the heavenly realm, both celestial beings and glorified saints 
Those on earth are the humans alive 
Those under the earth is a designation for those in the demonic sphere as well as those who have died 
being apart from God, lost souls 
Every single living creature will stand before Jesus and come to terms with Him—to those who are 
believers and God’s holy angels, to a loving embrace, and to unbelievers and fallen angels, eternal 
damnation. 

The confession is that Jesus Christ is Lord. The three designations are once again re-introduced (Philippians 
1:2, 3:8, 4:23). Paul uses this full designation of Jesus over 60 times in his letters. 
The final phrase is to the glory of God the Father. “eis” There are three of many meanings that this 
prepositional phrase may indicate. 

1. The ultimate purpose is that Jesus will promote the Father, even in His glory. 
2. The glory of Christ is “in respect to” the glory of the Father. 
3. The honor and acknowledgment of Jesus Christ as Lord also results in glory to the Father.  

Jesus Christ, although the Son, although honored as God, although King of kings and Lord of lords is 
still, in His humanity, subject to the Father (1 Corinthians 15:22-28). 

 
The Cross Before the Crown 

The lesson of Philippians 2:1-11 demonstrates a significant truth that is not often understood or taught. In 
this life, if one wants to receive honor, one must first demonstrate humility. 
In the life of Jesus, this is one of the main lessons we take from His life. We learn humility from Jesus, not 
only because it is demanded by God, but also in order to be exalted and honored, one cannot self-glorify for 
God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble. 

Jesus Christ our Example 
We have already read and studied how He chose to leave behind the glory of God, to come as a human in 
order to be our sacrifice for sin. But it is not only in His death on the cross that Jesus suffered. 
During His life, Jesus was known as a man of sorrows. This is because of the many sorrows He had to 
endure. Jesus was supposed to be served; instead, He served. Jesus was supposed to be honored and 
cherished; instead, He was mocked and hated. Jesus offered eternal life for free and the Kingdom of Heaven 
was offered while He was still on earth; instead, He was rejected and blasphemed. He was supposed to be 
accepted as the King Messiah; instead, He was killed and assigned with the thieves. 
In the well-known verse, John 11:35, Jesus wept. It was not over the death of Lazarus as some presumed but 
over the disbelief of the Jews as He was heading to Jerusalem (John 11:11-15, 17-19, 30-31, 33-36). Jesus’ 
suffering was physical, but it also greatly emotional and spiritual. 
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1st Peter 5:1 – Peter was not at the cross to witness His physical suffering – Peter witnessed the “πάθημα 
pathēma” (emotional distress) of Christ. 

Hebrews 2:5-10 – Glory and honor to the brethren are made possible through suffering. 
Not only did Jesus suffer emotionally and spiritually; Jesus also suffered physically. This word for suffer 
here is “πάσχω paschō,” which means to endure or experience pain from being punished.  

Matthew 16:21 – Jesus predicts his physical suffering at the hands of evil men (Matthew 17:22-23; Mark 
8:31; Luke 9:22). 
Luke 17:24-25 – The Son’s return will be as a shining star, in all His glory and wonder, but first He 
must suffer. 
Luke 24:19-27 – Even after His resurrection, Jesus had to re-instruct the disciples of the proper order of 
events. 
Acts 3:12-18 – Finally, Peter gets it and begins to teach that the Christ had to suffer before coming into 
His glory.  
Acts 17:3 – The fact that Jesus suffered was a stumbling block to the Jews, but Paul continued the 
message in explaining and giving evidence that the Christ had to suffer before His glory. 

 

 
The sufferings of Christ (both pathēma and paschō) are necessary, not only because they are prophesied, but 
they also work as our example to live in this life. 

paschō -  
1st Peter 2:13-20 – This is one of the passages that support the doctrine that God honors those who 
suffer for His sake. 

1st Peter 2:21-23 – Jesus, our example in suffering, entrusts the outcome to God. 
1st Peter 3:14-18 – It is better to suffer for doing what is right. 

1st Peter 4:14-16 – You are blessed if you suffer for Christ. 
pathēma -  

Romans 8:18-22 – It is a given that we suffer (experience emotional distress) because of the 
rebellion of this world and the pain that comes with it. 

2 Corinthians 1:3-7 – Both the emotional distress and comfort of Christ are ours to share. 
Philippians 3:8-10 – Because of Paul’s conformity to Jesus’ emotional distresses, he can also have 
the perspective of eternity and freely give up all earthly values and possessions. 
1st Peter 4:13 – In the same vein as the encouragement of physical punishment and enduring such 
hardship, Peter states that rejoicing at His revelation is directly related to the amount we choose to 
experience emotional distress. 

The difference between the two is quite striking. Suffering punishment because one is a believer is not often 
a choice; it is perpetrated upon the believer. I cannot find a use of the word “paschō” where one chooses it 
(other than Christ). 
However, “pathēma” is often chosen and believers are encouraged to share in the emotional distress of 
Christ. How does one share in the suffering of Jesus Christ? 
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Philippians 2:1-8 – When we choose to humble ourselves and deny ourselves our rights for the love and 
benefit of others, we leave ourselves open to the same ridicule, shame, and rejection. 

When we love others and we want what is best for them according to the truth and love of God and 
we see them fail and fall, we become distressed as Jesus did looking over Jerusalem. 

When we love as Jesus loved; we leave ourselves vulnerable to heartache. 
Can a believer, instead, choose not to love, to look out for his own self-interest and not care about 
the lost or a needy believer? Absolutely! In this scenario, there is little opportunity to be hurt, to 
experience rejection, and to see those we love fail (because we limit those whom we love).    
That is the admonishment, to love like Jesus loved and be willing to go through what Jesus went 
through in emotional distress, and if the Lord wills, experience physical distress as well. 

The main reason given throughout Scripture to partake with Jesus’ sufferings is because glory always 
follows suffering. 
Matthew 20:20-28 – What is the principle. Honor that is bestowed by God is always given to those who are 
humble and serve God by being a servant to all, sacrificing time, money, energy, and even their life for the 
benefit of the one who is loved. 
1 Corinthians 9:16-27 

 


