
Numbers – YHWH – The God of Judgment and Faithfulness 
 

Numbers 14:22-23 – Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs 
which I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these 
ten times and have not listened to My voice,  shall by no means see the land which I 
swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who spurned Me see it.    

Outline 

Numbers 1-10 – Camped at Sinai 
Numbers 10b-12 – Travel to Paran 

Numbers 13-19 – In the Wilderness of Paran 
Numbers 20-21 – Travel to Moab 

Numbers 22-36 – In the Plains of Moab 

Numbers 1-10 – Preparation of the Old Generation 
Numbers 11-25 – In the Wilderness 
Numbers 26-36 – Preparation of the New Generation 

Agenda 

1. Complaining Along the Way (11-12) 
2. The Rebellion at Kadesh Barnea (13-14) 
3. The rebellion of Korah and the Nation (16-17) 
4. Death of Miriam and Rebellion of Moses and Death of Aaron (20) 
5. The Bronze Serpent (21) 
6. Balaam (22-25) 
7. Israel: The Next Generation (26-36) 

The rebellion of Korah and the Nation (16-17) 

In Chapter 14, God judged the people by not permitting them to enter the land; they had to stay in the 
wilderness until that generation died off. 

In 14:39-45, the people proclaimed that they had sinned and preceded to try to enter the land.  

Chapter 15 gives a reprieve from the action and gives laws and ordinances for worship, for foreign travelers, 
and for sacrifice for sins. At the end of chapter 15, we have a situation where a man was found gathering wood 
on the sabbath day and he was killed by stoning for his rebellion. 

In verses 37-41, YHWH gives a method to help them remember to keep the commandments of God. 

Chapter 16:1-3 — What spurned this? Is it Chapter 15? I believe it refers back to Chapter 14 and Moses’ refusal 
to go out with the army with the ark of the covenant. The scene that follows is very compelling. Read verses 8-
35. The motivation for this rebellion is missing from the text.   

In verses 36-40, the censers that were used by those in rebellion were repurposed into platting for the alter as a 
reminder for the sons of Israel.  

But the rebellion was not yet finished. Read verses 41-46. What happens next is a demonstration of grace, not 
only from God but also from Moses and Aaron. They made atonement for the people in the form of incense and 
stopped the plague, but only after 14,700 have died. 
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Chapter 17 – YHWH gives another test for all the tribes to see. Twelve rods are placed into the tent of meeting. 
Each rod was to have the name of the leader of their tribe on it, Aaron on the tribe of Levi. Aaron’s rod budded 
and shown to all of Israel, thus permanently establishing the rightful responsibility of the tribe of Levi. 

 Observations 

1. We need to remember the people have rejected hearing from the Lord directly, the Word of God is only 
heard by Moses (with a few exceptions) and then communicated to the people. 

2. Korah and those with him thought they were right. Good intentions are not a vindication of wrong 
behavior and false assumptions. 

3. The rebellion, they thought, was against an overlord. 
4. They evidently believed that the reason they lost in the battle against the Amalekites and Canaanites was 

Moses’ fault in not bringing out the ark of the testimony. 
5. The charge is that YHWH is with the people, so why, Moses, do you exalt yourself above the assembly 

of YHWH.  
6. Aaron is a target as well, and they challenged his position as High Priest. 
7. They believe these Levites were also capable and were rightfully priests themselves. 
8. Moses summoned Dathan and Abiram because they stood with Korah. They were of the Tribe of 

Rueben. 
a. It has been suggested that this was an attempt to regain authority as the line of the original 

firstborn.  
b. No vindictive or selfish motivation is ascribed. 
c. The passage portrays a people that believed Moses to have overstepped his authority. 
d. After the challenge, Dathan and Abiram come as well. 

9. Moses’ challenge was for Korah and his followers to function in the priesthood as to find out if YHWH 
would accept their participation in the priestly duties. 

10. Moses, in verses 29-30, challenges the sign of their death as either a vindication for Moses or a 
judgment against Moses. 

a. The challenge is not if they die but the manner of their death. 
b. The judgment included not only the fantastical sight of the ground opening up and taking out the 

leaders of the rebellion, but it also included fire consuming the 250 men. 
11. Aaron and Moses have been vindicated as the rightful heads of the tribe of Levi, but is the Tribe of Levi 

the rightful priestly line? 
a. Perhaps the judgment of Korah was not seen by most of the people. 
b. The people assumed that Moses and Aaron had them killed. 
c. Korah, Dathan, and Abiram were probably very well-liked and revered. 
d. The congregation invokes the name of YHWH, believing that their deaths were not God’s doing. 

12. God could have pronounced judgment and killed the majority of or all of the congregation, and the act 
would have been absolutely justified. 

a. Instead, God gives Moses and Aaron the opportunity to stop the plague. 
b. We do not know what the plague was, but death seems to have been instantaneous. 
c. The incense is taken and placed between the dead and the living. 
d. Grace provided by God; instituted by Moses and Aaron. 
e. God has Moses and Aaron demonstrate that they are the voice and administrators of His will. 



Numbers – YHWH – The God of Judgment and Faithfulness 
 

f. Fire pans are used as a display in rebellion; also, a fire pan is used as a means to atone. 
g. 14,700 was a count of the men that died; the death total could have been as high as 50,000. 

13. Twelve or thirteen rods? I believe there are thirteen rods. The twelve included the split tribes of Joseph 
(Numbers 1:5-15); the Levites were separated out. The same thing happens in Chapter 13:4-15.  

a. This rod became a perpetual reminder for Israel (Hebrews 9:4). 
b. Tribal leaders and people now recognized the position of the tribe of Levi, and that it was non-

negotiable. 
c. But, due to what they had witnessed, they now FEARED to go near the tabernacle. 
d. Yet, they had to go there to sacrifice and present their tithes and offerings. 

14. The resolution comes in chapter 18 where additional ordinances concerning the Levites were presented. 
15. Summary of Chapter 18 

a. Tribe of Levi will bear the guilt for a trespasser. 
b. Priests must watch over regular Levites. 
c. Priests must monitor other priests. 
d. The purpose was to benefit the people. 
e. Levites created a group of armed guards to keep encroachers out. 
f. They had a license to kill; no longer is God going to kill the one who trespasses. 
g. Tithes and offerings are to support the priests. 
h. Levites still give their portion, but priests are exempt. 

What is the point? 

This history gives reasons behind why they do what they do. Most of the commandments and ordinances have a 
story behind them. God is not arbitrary with the rules; they have purpose and meaning and, many times, it is a 
result of an offense by the people. 

The second generation was to learn from their fathers’ mistakes. 

 


