
Numbers – YHWH – The God of Judgment and Faithfulness 
 

Numbers 14:22-23 – Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs 
which I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these 
ten times and have not listened to My voice,  shall by no means see the land which I 
swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who spurned Me see it.    

Outline 
Numbers 1-10 – Camped at Sinai 

Numbers 10b-12 – Travel to Paran 
Numbers 13-19 – In the Wilderness of Paran 

Numbers 20-21 – Travel to Moab 
Numbers 22-36 – In the Plains of Moab 
 

Numbers 1-10 – Preparation of the Old Generation 
Numbers 11-25 – In the Wilderness 
Numbers 26-36 – Preparation of the New Generation 

Agenda 

1. Complaining Along the Way (11-12) 
2. The Rebellion at Kadesh Barnea (13-14) 
3. Rebellion of Korah and the Nation (16-17) 
4. Death of Miriam and Rebellion of Moses and Death of Aaron (20) 
5. The Bronze Serpent (21) 
6. Balaam (22-25) 
7. Israel: The Next Generation (26-36) 

The Rebellion at Kadesh Barnea (13-14) 

It is difficult to understand this rebellion against YHWH. Is this particular sin the problem or is it a progressive 
problem and this is the final straw?” There are many that point to this particular rebellion and conclude that this 
rebellion is especially bad due to the fact that the whole plan was to go into the Promised Land, and the people 
said they could not and set to kill Moses, Aaron, Joshua, and Caleb (14:1-10). The other side states that the 
problem is found in the phrases “how long” and the fact that they put the Lord to the test ten times. 

As we have read, we should have been witnesses to a wonderful story about triumph and prosperity. This should 
be an account of victory, of Israel inheriting the land and all the goodness that the Lord had prepared for them. 
Instead, Israel demonstrates her obstinance and this turns into a tragic narrative about disbelief, failure, 
weakness, and a direct condemnation by God. The main theme of this story is one that is very familiar. Many of 
the narratives are about the people of God choosing sin and destruction over righteousness and glory – Adam 
and Eve, preflood world, Tower of Babel, most of Israel’s history, and most believers under the grace of God. 

The chapter begins with YHWH instructing Moses to send a group of men to scout out the Land of Canaan. 
And that group was to consist of one man from each of the tribes of Israel. One observation needs to be made. 
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The twelve tribes are from the warring tribes. A scout from Levi is not sent out. The blessing of Joseph was that 
he would have a double portion and so both Manasseh and Ephraim are represented (Genesis 48:13-19). 

Some say that there is a textual issue here. In Deuteronomy 1:22-23 we're told this: "Then all of you approached 
me and said, ‘Let us send men before us, that they may search out the land for us, and bring back to us word of 
the way by which we should go up and the cities which we shall enter.’ The thing pleased me and I took twelve 
of your men, one man for each tribe.” 

Do you see the dilemma? Numbers 13 says God told Moses to send spies; yet Deuteronomy 1 says that the 
people of Israel approached Moses and said that they wanted to send spies, and Moses thought it was a good 
idea, so he sent out the men.  

The answer lies in the text which is well translated from the Hebrew in Numbers 13:2: “Send out for 
yourselves.” God is telling Moses, "If you want to send some spies, you have my permission." This is not God 
initiating this act rather this is God responding to the request which we see in Deuteronomy. The account in 
Numbers leaves this out, which means that this detail was unimportant to the narrative. There is no sin implied 
with the sending out of the spies, but it does appear that God permitted it as a test, a test which Israel fails.   

Now, men chosen for this mission are leaders. This explains the weight that they have when they reported what 
they saw. They were probably considered to be elders or at least elders in training. When they spoke, the people 
responded to them. The people do not respond to YHWH’s promises, yet they respond to the distress and fear of 
men. This is a principle to which we can relate. Do not fear what man says or does; rely upon the promises of 
God in any and all circumstances.  

In verse 16, we get this interesting little side note, that one of the tribal leaders eventually had his name changed 
by Moses: Hoshea, son of Nun. Hoshea became known as Joshua or in Hebrew, Yehoshua. What is the 
difference between Hoshea and Yehoshua? Hoshea is also translated Hosea and means "deliverer." Yehoshua 
means "YHWH saves." Is the reason Moses calls Joshua by this name the emphasis on YHWH saves? 
Probably. Also, Jesus’ name in Hebrew was also Yehoshua. Some point to this fact and declare that Joshua is a 
type of Christ, but the Bible never claims that directly.  

Moses instructs the group of 12 to go up through the Negev (the southern portion of the Promised Land) into the 
hill country. Currently, this is a desert, but at their time it was most likely an untamed, uncultivated land.  Their 
mission is to determine several things as referenced in verses 17-20. 

The scouts were to check out the people, check out the land, check out the towns, see if there are wooded areas, 
and see how well things grow in the soil.  

In verse 21, they head out, and they took a survey of the land. They began by taking a route through the Negev 
and then proceeded into Hebron and then Lebo-hamath, and eventually they travel all the way to a place called 
the valley of Eshcol. There is some disagreement over the exact location of that place, but it was certainly north, 
possibly as far as Syria and Lebanon. Under Kings David and Solomon, this is an official part of Israel. It was a 
distance of about 250 miles from Kadesh. This is why it took 40 days for them to go there and come back. 
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Now why was Hebron a destination? Abraham purchased this land to bury Sarah in Genesis 23. It was in 
Hebron that Abraham was first promised the land. Hebron was where Abraham first settled to any degree in the 
Land of Canaan, and it was the stomping grounds of all the patriarchs to one degree or another, Abraham, 
Sarah, and probably Jacob. The land was beautiful and fertile; it was good for pasture and good for crops. 
Hebron would be the unnamed capital of Israel for the first few years of their living there. Because of the 
Hebrew history of the place, it was also a sacred place for the Israelites.  

In verse 22, the scouts met three men or three tribes called Anakites. Exactly who or what the Anakites were is 
uncertain. The one thing we do know is that they were a race of tall people, and they were compared to the 
Nephilim spoken of in Genesis 6. Remember that the Nephilim is not a race but a description. Many have 
conflated the two, but it is impossible for the Nephilim to be a race that survived the flood except in the 
imaginations of men. 

Then for some reason, Scripture pauses to inform us that Hebron was founded 7 years earlier than Zoan. The 
one thing that is known is that Zoan would later be called Tanis, of Egypt. And Tanis was made the capital of 
Egypt at about the same time that King David made Jerusalem capital of Israel.  

In the valley of Eshcol they found grapes clusters of enormous size. They were so large that a single cluster had 
to be strung between two poles to be carried. Some say this is metaphor, similar to land flowing with milk and 
honey. This does not say that it was so big it had to be carried this way. Other fruits were on the pole as well. 
The cluster of grapes, not the grapes themselves, was probably large and the best way to carry fruit is not in 
pack where they get crushed. But the fact that they carried them on a pole (a single cluster) is impressive. The 
word Eshcol means "cluster," like a cluster of grapes.  

The spies returned almost 6 weeks later and went straight to Moses and Aaron and to report what they 
encountered. They first tell Moses what they saw and then tell "the whole community" of Israel. This does not 
mean all of the Israelites. It means the elders and leaders of Israel. And we don't have to read too far before we 
get a little hint of the bent of these scouts because they say, "We came to the land where you sent us." Not the 
land the Lord promised or the land that was sworn to Abraham. I do not like to draw too big of a distinction 
with phrases like this, but this does seem to be used to disassociate themselves from the promise, from the 
covenant, and from God. Perhaps to them this was simply a political/economic matter. 

The first part of their report the group of scouts offers a very positive view. Oh, yes, they say, it is a land 
flowing with milk and honey. And this is in response to Moses' instruction as they were readying to go on their 
mission to determine if the land was fertile. And they also show Moses the fruit they brought back; this is in 
response to the question of was the land wooded. The land supported larger plants and not just underbrush. 

But in answering the question about the strength of the people of Canaan, they answered that they were 
powerful. As for the cities, they were large and well defended. This was not an exaggeration. Most of the walls 
of the walled Canaanite cities that have been excavated have been found on average 30 to 50 feet high and 10 to 
15 feet thick. The scouts also said that the tall people, the Anakites, were present there. And the Amelekites, 
thought to be the dominant people of the regions of Canaan, were also there in great number. Others were the 
Hittites, a highly advanced civilization with its center in modern day Turkey; the Jebusites, the original builders 
of the city of Jerusalem, and the Amorites, a very fierce group who sought power and dominance and was 



Numbers – YHWH – The God of Judgment and Faithfulness 
 

always a bother to their neighbors. The Canaanites, a conglomerate of many of the offspring of Noah's 
grandson, Canaan, tended to live along the coastal plains of the land. All of these groups were there and were 
well entrenched. And they undoubtedly had no interest in turning their cities or their country over to these 
Hebrews. 

The assessment was accurate and not exaggerated. They were telling the truth, but they neglected the power and 
the way of YHWH that they had seen for over 2 years. The nature of the problem was the great fear the leaders 
and elders of Israel had as they gathered around them to hear their report. This reaction would be expected by 
every other nation or by our current state of nations. Worry and fear are normal in the face of impossible odds; 
what they neglected was the power of YHWH that had been on display. Caleb hushed the people; he told them 
to quiet down and settle down. Caleb saw not the physical reality; he saw the spiritual reality.  

This is not the same conclusion that those within earshot had already come to. The other scouts and the elders 
had decided that it was suicide to try and conquer the land. To make their point, they abandon their balanced 
report and say that the Anakites are so big that we looked like grasshoppers next to them! It was a hopeless 
situation in their estimation.  

14:1 sums it all up well: the whole community broke into loud cries, and the people wept that night. That is the 
elders and leaders started yelling and screaming and bickering, and the people, seeing what was happening, 
broke down into one giant panic attack. The community of Israel was united against Moses and Aaron and 
therefore against God.  

Moses pleads with YHWH to not annihilate the guilty adults of Israel. And he uses the same basic argument to 
talk God out of destroying essentially the entire Hebrew race, as he did back in the golden calf incident when 
God determined to do the same thing. And the argument was that when all the people of the Gentile nations 
heard about the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob destroying the very people He had raised up, the nations of 
the world would determine it was because God was not ABLE to do what He had promised – to give Israel the 
land of Canaan. Therefore, they would think that the God of Israel was a rather impotent God. 

Moses then intercedes and asks for mercy in the middle of danger. Moses asks to postpone His wrath, asking 
God to show mercy towards the adult parents who rebelled against Him. God agrees; He says that He will not 
instantly destroy the guilty party, but in a postponed retribution, He also will not permit those who committed 
this great sin against Him to ever enter the Promised Land. Their sin is not so egregious as it is so repetitive. 

This is the warning we see explained in Hebrews 3:12-19. We must review Scripture and the theology presented 
in it. We must understand both God’s plan an His intentions. We must never call into question God’s intentions 
toward us. God is good all the time. 

 


