
Numbers – YHWH – The God of Judgment and Faithfulness 
 

Numbers 10:33-36 – Thus they set out from the mount of the LORD three days' 
journey, with the ark of the covenant of the LORD journeying in front of them for 
the three days, to seek out a resting place for them. The cloud of the LORD was 
over them by day when they set out from the camp. Then it came about when the 
ark set out that Moses said, "Rise up, O LORD! And let Your enemies be scattered, 
And let those who hate You flee before You." When it came to rest, he said, 
"Return, O LORD, To the myriad thousands of Israel."    

Adam to Abraham (Genesis 1-11) 

Abraham to Joseph (Genesis 12-36) 

Joseph to Moses (Genesis 37 – Exodus 2) 

Moses to Joshua (Exodus/Leviticus/Numbers/Deuteronomy) 

Joshua to the Kings (Joshua/Judges/Ruth) 

The Kings to Babylonian Captivity (1st Samuel – 2nd Kings {1st Chronicles – 2nd Chronicles 35}) 

Babylon Captivity to Return (2nd Chronicles 36 – Ezra/Nehemiah) 

Name of the Book: The English name comes from the Greek Septuagint, “arithomoi” — “Numbers.” The 
Hebrew name of the book is “ רֵּ֨בַדְיַו ” which is “wē’yêdabbēr” translated “And He spoke.” Traditionally in the 
Hebrew, the entire first line is used in order to refer to this book “And He spoke, YHWH to Moses, in the 
wilderness of Sinai.” Then this got shortened to “In the wilderness” and best describes the events in the book.    

Author: Moses. The evidence for Moses writing this book is similar to the rest of the Pentateuch. Moses was 
commanded and fulfilled the command to write down the word of YHWH, the covenant, the commandments 
(Exodus 34:27-28; Deuteronomy 31:24-26). The book records over 80 separate instances where it states, 
“YHWH spoke to Moses.” But perhaps more importantly is Numbers 33:1-2 where it states that Moses 
recorded the journeys from Egypt. 

Writers highly relied on the contents of the book of Numbers during the period of the Law and in the New 
Testament as well.  

Isaiah 63; Ezekiel 20; Jeremiah 7; Psalm 78, 95, 106 

John 3:14 

Acts 13:18-19 

1 Corinthians 10:1-11 

Hebrews 3:12-19 

Jude 11 
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Synopsis: 

After YHWH delivers Israel from Egypt, He leads them to Sinai where He provides the covenant and 
prepares them for travel over the period of two years. Even though they break the covenant, God has mercy 
upon them and establishes Israel to be His people and God will go with them, in their midst. 

The people are numbered and told how to arrange with Judah at their head, but the tabernacle where God 
rests is in the heart of the camp. Prior to setting out, the priests are instructed on how to be ritually purified 
(which was referenced in Haggai) and also some clarifications about the Law are given to the people so that 
they can remain pure in the presence of YHWH. 

Immediately after they begin to travel, the people begin to complain to Moses and God, and even Aaron and 
Miriam rebel against Moses. God deals with the rebellion and they make it to the wilderness of Paran. When 
they get to their destination, spies are sent out where ten were bad but two were good. Their evil report 
incited a full-scale rebellion and God judged the people and that generation was not permitted to enter into 
the Promised Land. Even after this judgement, there was still another rebellion. Levites came against Moses 
and God in the rebellion of Korah, and God killed many in that rebellion. 

They then begin their travel to Moab. It was during this travel period that Moses strikes the rock instead of 
speaking to it and, therefore, is judged by God. Moses also will not enter the Promised Land. Before they 
get to their destination, there is another rebellion and the curse of the venomous snakes comes upon the 
people, but God provides a way of salvation through the bronze serpent. 

Finally, they come to the plains of Moab. There we find the account of Balaam and the inability to curse 
Israel. Instead He gives a blessing while the people continue in rebellion. After all is completed, a new 
census is taken, and the next generation is prepared to go into the Promised Land and victory over enemies 
is achieved. 

Date Numbers is Written: 1444-1406: Moses probably wrote these accounts as they occurred but compiled 
them before his death in 1406 BC.  

Date of the Events: From 1444 to 1406 – 38 years, the final few years are completed in Deuteronomy and the 
beginning of Joshua.  

Purpose: The purpose of the book is to document the consequences of disbelief and rebellion against a holy and 
just God. The Lord’s patience is exhausted, and He pronounces judgment when the time calls for it (judgment 
always ends in death). At the same time, God’s grace, mercy, provision, and protection are contrasted to the 
rebellion of the people — Israel’s’ rebellious nature contrasted to God’s justice and faithfulness. 

“God is faithful to His promises but will let His people face the consequences of rebellion.” 

Numbers 14:22-23 – Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs which I performed in Egypt 
and in the wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these ten times and have not listened to My voice,  shall by 
no means see the land which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who spurned Me see it. 
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Importance: Numbers has some of the most well-known and iconic accounts in all of the Hebrew Scriptures. 
The difficulty in reading the book is actually getting through the first 10 chapters where readers get their fill of 
names and population accounts. They have also had enough of the Law. There is significant overlap with 
Exodus 20-40 and 27 chapters in Leviticus with Numbers 3-10. The sheer amount concerning the Law that 
really does not apply to us becomes burdensome. 

However, as we have seen, the lessons of judgment and grace in the midst of rebellion serve as a warning and 
an admonishment to both Israel and the Church to not live a life of rebellion or be prepared to accept the 
consequences of those actions. 

To the Israelite under the Law, the consequences of rebellion lead to the wrath of God. And people usually 
died physically due to disbelief and sin. 

To the believer in Christ, there is no condemnation, but we should realize what God desires and that there is 
still a natural consequence of sin that leads to death (dysfunction, disharmony, frustration, and sometimes 
physical death).       

Outline: 

Numbers 1-10 – Camped at Sinai 

Numbers 10b-12 – Travel to Paran 

Numbers 11-20 – In the Wilderness of Paran 

Numbers 20-21 – Travel to Moab 

Numbers 22-36 – In the Plains of Moab 

Others have a more concise outline 
 

Numbers 1-10 – Preparation of the Old Generation 
Numbers 11-25 – In the Wilderness 
Numbers 26-36 – Preparation of the New Generation 

Agenda: 

1. Complaining Along the Way (11-12) 
2. The Rebellion at Kadesh Barnea (13-14) 
3. Rebellion of Korah and the Nation (16-17) 
4. Death of Miriam and Rebellion of Moses and Death of Aaron (20) 
5. The Bronze Serpent (21) 
6. Balaam (22-25) 
7. Israel: The Next Generation (26-36) 
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Key Doctrines:  

YHWH Chooses How He Communicates:  

Throughout the book, the people, the Levites, Aaron, and Miriam challenge Moses’ right to be the only 
spokesman for God. By the middle of the book it is clear that the messenger of the Lord is not by any man’s 
choice; YHWH is the one who chooses. To question God’s messenger is to question God. 

One cannot self-designate nor can the people democratically choose their leader. One must approach God in 
the manner that He sets or not at all. 

Numbers 12:6-8 

YHWH is the God of Judgment:  

In Exodus, God’s patience is on display. By the time the rebellions in Numbers occur, the people should have 
enough empirical proof that YHWH is both good and intends good for the Nation of Israel. Nevertheless, the 
people rebel and “the anger of the Lord” is mentioned  twelve times in the Book of Numbers.   

Numbers 11:1, 33; 12:5, 9; 25:3-4 

YHWH is the God of Faithfulness: 

In spite of rebellion and judgment, God states that He will keep His promise to give Abraham’s seed the 
Promised Land of Canaan. 

Numbers 14:18-20; 15:1-2 

 


