
 
 

PHILIPPIANS CHAPTER 1 

Have this attitude in yourselves, which was also in Christ Jesus, who emptied himself, 
who humbled himself, who became a bondservant, who became obedient to the death, 
even death of a cross –  
Summarized theme of Philippians from chapter 2 verses 5-8. 

During the introduction we discussed the structure of Philippians as having one major theological point. The 
letter is set up with examples and challenges for the Philippian saints to have the mind of Christ. 

The Mind of Christ 

Most of the time people treat this passage as a prayer, but what we need to understand that what is written is not 
a prayer but the content of Paul’s payer for them. 

The mind of Christ is thankfulness   

The mind of Christ is joy 

The mind of Christ is in outward concern 

The mind of Christ is good news 

The mind of Christ is the work of the Lord. Victory and completion are brought about by Jesus Christ. We 
are to understand, believe, and be confident that God will complete what He started.  

The mind of Christ is a deep desire for others 

The mind of Christ is for the believer to be truly successful 

The mind of Christ is love 

The mind of Christ is to understand the reality of this realm and the true life in eternity 

The mind of Christ is a true Godly desire – to benefit the ones around us 

Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel 

Philippians 1:27-30 – Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 
whether I come and see you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one 
spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; in no way alarmed by your 
opponents—which is a sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from 
God. For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer 
for His sake, experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me.  

Overview 

This is the first time Paul uses an imperative to the saints at Philippi. Remember, in the previous sections we 
have some desired results, but they are not instructions.  

Review and Redo 

The last time we were studying Philippians we discussed the main sentence in these verses 27-30, “Only 
conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of the Christ.”  
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The word for conduct literally means “to live as a citizen.” Although this word may have some similarities 
with the metaphorical use of the word walk, the word has the main emphasis of citizenship.  

Does Paul’s instruction indicate they are to live as good citizens of Rome or of Philippi? Some argue to live 
a good Christian life, according to Philippians 1:27, means to live as a good citizen of the country where 
you have citizenship. This would mean to participate in the political process, vote (if afforded), advocate, 
and support political figures. 

I do not disagree that functioning as a good citizen of the United States or the country to which a person 
may hold citizenship is advantageous. The question is whether or not this verse is about the earthly 
citizenship. 

Philippians 3:20 states, “…our citizenship, from which we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” The clearest understanding of the text is that the citizenship they were to exercise is that they 
are citizens of heaven. There are no direct texts in Scripture that tell those in Christ to be involved in the 
political process. But this does not mean that we should disregard our human government institutions. 

Paul exercised his rights as a Roman citizen (Acts 16:37; Acts 22:25-26) 

Pray for all of those in authority (1st Timothy 2:1-4) 

Live a life that is respected by those who live around us (1st Timothy 2:2; 1st Peter 2:11-12) 

Demonstrate submission to human authority (Romans 13:1-7; 1st Peter 2:13-17) 

This does not mean that the Bible says not to be involved in the political process. In fact, I am of the 
opinion that it is foolish not to take advantage of the opportunity to vote. I also believe that it is 
advantageous to advocate, petition representatives, run for office, or help those whom you believe will 
be a good leader at any level of government. What I cannot find is that this is the role of the church. 

To those who wish to be good citizens of the United States by being involved in the political process, I 
believe you are doing something that is good and advantageous as long we maintain the primary focus 
of our primary citizenship of being in heaven. 

To those who simply vote or occasionally advocate representatives, I find this advantageous. Remember 
to be biblical and consider God in all your activity.  

To those who refuse or are apathetic in exercising your rights and responsibilities as citizens, I would 
encourage you to reconsider, but there is no biblical mandate or principle that demands your 
involvement. At the least, remember to pray for those in authority, live a life that is respected, and be 
submissive to every governing authority (pay taxes, follow the law, submit to all laws if they are not 
contrary to God’s truth or instructions).  

Back to Philippians 1:27 - The respect that the audience would have had for an earthly citizenship is now 
transferred to the fact that they are all citizens of heaven and of His coming kingdom. Our lives are of 
heavenly origin and our eternity is set as citizens of God’s one, true, future kingdom. Having that truth and 
that expectation is beyond what a normal person would consider as an admonishment to live as citizens. 

The Philippian saints are instructed to act in recognition of their duties as citizens, holding themselves to 
that responsibility, which comes with its own advantages and benefits. 
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This citizenship conduct is “in a manner worthy of the gospel of Jesus Christ.” The adverb “ἀξίως axiōs” is 
defined as “worthily” or “worthy manner.” Another way to understand this is “as if one deserves it.” No one 
can ever deserve the gospel, but we should act like we do. But by whose standards? We need to keep 
reminding ourselves that if actions are being evaluated, then it is men who are the evaluators. We CANNOT 
live in such a way that would make God look at us as if we deserve the gospel. The content in verses 27-30 
is not an evaluation before God but before men with the implication of a behavioral witness. 

Continuing in Philippians 1:27-30  

In this section the main sentence, “Only (you) conduct yourselves worthily of the gospel of the Christ,” is 
supported by three main dependent clauses: 

• so that I would hear that you are steadfast 
• and while not being frightened  
• because it was granted to you 

Each of these clauses has other various dependent clauses. Every clause has its importance, but their main 
function is to elaborate and expand the clause that is being supported. 

Let’s move forward in the text to see how the command “to live as a citizen in a worthy manner of the gospel of 
Christ” impacts the life of the believer. 

The first supportive clause is “so that I would hear that you are standing firm.” 

In this desired result, Paul provides two possibilities: “whether I come and having seen you or being 
absent.” Regardless of his presence, Paul wants to hear that they are steadfast. Their action should not be 
only in Paul’s presence but, regardless of a physical visit, they should be doing the same thing. 

Next is that they are standing firm  

• In one spirit 
• With one soul 

o While striving together for the faith of the gospel 

Standing firm is “στήκω stēkō” this is an irregular form of the verb “histēmi.” The idea is being firm or 
standing upright. This can indicate “to hold your ground” when used in military vocabulary (and the use 
of citizen may indicate this as well). 

Remember that the adversary has one main goal for believers—to make them ineffective, to give up 
ground or to lie down. Paul’s desire for them is that they stand and not give up any ground. The 
language is aggressive (not passive) in response to opposition. 

The audience is supposed to stand fast (2nd person plural). This indicates that they as a group are 
supposed to be in agreement and stand together “in one spirit with one soul.” Later in 2:2, it states 
united in spirit intent on one purpose. The idea is that the believers are to be unified, with one breath, 
with one thought, standing fast together. 

Striving together is “συναθλέω sunathleō,” a compound word that means to struggle together, indicating 
the opposition discussed in the next verse.  
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The struggle is “for the faith of the gospel.” This struggle is not opposition to them physically but 
doctrinally, the doctrines of the good news (of the Christ). 

How does a group of believers strive, contend, and struggle for the gospel? 

1. Colossians 1:28-29 – Proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ even when opposed 
2. Colossians 4:12 – To be fully convinced of the will of God 
3. 1st Timothy 4:1-16 – Do not neglect or compromise on the doctrines of God and live in 

accordance with those doctrines, showing yourselves as an example to other believers. 
4. 1st Timothy 6:7-14 – Abstain from worldly lusts and pursue godliness and do not let anyone 

teach a false gospel.  

In the Philippian church, it appears that their struggle is against those who are fighting against the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, first doctrinally then physically. 

While being frightened in nothing by the ones opposing 

The opposition is primarily a doctrinal issue. Notice that the term your in the NASB is in italics. It is not 
there. They are “the ones who oppose.” What do they oppose? What they really oppose is God, Jesus 
Christ, and the gospel (John 15:18-20, 23-25). The reason that the opposition is getting physical is 
because the opposition cannot refute truth. Regardless of the opposition or how they oppose the truth, do 
not be alarmed by them; literally, “do not be afraid (terrified) by them.” 

Alarmed is “πτύρω pturō” and is not the same as “phobos,” which indicates fear or respect. This word 
literally means to be terrified. There are many verses that indicate fear (not respect). 

Psalm 56:2-3 – My foes have trampled upon me all day long, For they are many who fight proudly 
against me. When I am afraid, I will put my trust in You. 

Isaiah 41:10 – Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. I 
will strengthen you, surely I will help you, Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand. 

Joshua 1:8-9 – This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day 
and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make 
your way prosperous, and then you will have success. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.   

Matthew 10:28 – Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear 
Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

Philippians 1:14 – And that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, 
have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear. 

1 John 4:17-18 – By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of 
judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but completed love 
casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love. 

If God is for us, nothing in creation or in the angelic realm should cause us to fear. Every believer 
usually understands the fear of God (utmost respect), but when we understand the love and grace of 
God, fear is replaced by love. When we love God, we have no terror of Him but will run to Him, not 
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shrinking back at the appearing of Jesus Christ, but approaching with confidence, not because of who we 
are but because of Who He is and the grace that He has given to us. 

The overall main principle is to never fear the opposition whether it be man or satanic forces.  

Why? Their opposition to the doctrinal truth of the gospel of the Christ indicates two things: 

1. It is a demonstration of their destruction 
2. It is a demonstration of your salvation 

Opposition to someone does not indicate that the one opposed is correct. That is not true nor is it 
found in Scripture; the contest is over truth. Truth is objective and if one hates the truth, they will 
also demonstrate that hate to the one proclaiming the truth. If you stand for truth and others strive 
against truth, we must understand that God will take care of it. This can lead to both verbal and 
physical opposition, Paul knows this firsthand. 

Destruction is “ἀπώλεια apōleia.” This word indicates destruction and often looks to eternal 
destruction (John 17:12; 2 Thessalonians 2:3). However, the word is also used in terms that does 
not indicate an eternal destruction (Philippians 3:19; 1 Timothy 6:9). Because destruction and 
salvation are used in opposition, this is often thought to be heaven and hell. 

In this context, salvation is used in Philippians 1:19. Here we saw that Paul’s salvation was that 
the gospel would still progress and that he would be able to speak openly. With this being the 
context, the ones who oppose the truth will lose that battle to silence truth and the ones who 
strive for the doctrines of the gospel of the Christ will win—the truth will be proclaimed, and the 
gospel will be given. 

God will grant the truth victory. This is not always visible, sometimes the individuals seem to be 
stopped, but God has preserved His word for over two-thousand years and there is nothing that 
can stop it. 

In verse 29, many have been snagged by the phrase “it has been granted.” The word from granted is 
“χαρίζομαι charizomai.” If this word looks familiar, it should. The root of this word is grace and we did a 
study of this word in Colossians because the translators erroneously translate this word in context as 
forgiven (Colossians 2:13; 3:13). The word means to give or to be generous (Romans 8:32; Galatians 3:18; 
Philippians 2:9).  

The literal translation of this text is “To you it has been given ‘huper’ the Christ.” The preposition “ὑπέρ 
huper” has a few connotations: “above (literal),” “for (something/someone, on behalf of),” or “above 
and beyond (normal limits).” 

In the NASB, this word is translated sake. In this context, the “above and beyond (normal limits)” is 
clear because of the “not only…but also” construction of the sentence. It has been graciously given to 
you to go above and beyond the normal limits for Jesus Christ. For all in Jesus believe in Him, but for 
the select few, they get to suffer for Him.   

In verses 29-30, Paul either tells them what they will experience or what they have experienced. It has been 
granted to you concerning the Christ not only to believe on Him but also to suffer concerning Him. The 
same conflict which you saw in me and now hear to be in me. 
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Paul’s persecution in Philippi and in Rome has nothing to do with social unrest, government resistance, 
or protests against injustice in the Roman Empire. The only reason for it is because of truth. 

But are we not all called to suffer for Jesus Christ? 

1st Peter 4:12-16 

 Verse 13 - πάθημα pathēma – Emotional turmoil 

 Verse 15- πάσχω paschō – Suffer punishment 

In Philippi they have been or are going to suffer (πάσχω paschō). This is not afforded to all. Those who do 
suffer for Christ and endure, a great reward is granted to them (Acts 5:40-41; 1st Peter 2:19-20, 3:13-14; 
Revelation 2:10). 

Again, not all believers are granted this opportunity, but we can all share in the emotional struggle of the 
Christ. 

Philippians 3:9-10 – and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the 
Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of 
faith, that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings (πάθημα 
pathēma – emotional turmoil ), being conformed to His death. 


