
Christmas 2019 

Chronology from Matthew 1-2 and Luke 1-2 

1. Elizabeth and Zacharias notified April 4 BC 

2. Mary notified October 4 BC 

3. John born January 3 BC 

4. Jesus born June 3 BC 

5. Jesus circumcised eight days later 

6. After the days of purification, Joseph, Mary, and Jesus went to Jerusalem to be presented before the 
LORD and make sacrifices according to the Law. (Luke 2:21-24) 

7. Return to Nazareth (Luke 2:39-40) 

8. Visit of the magi (Matthew 2:1,9-12) 

9. Refuge to Egypt (Matthew 2:13-15) 

10. Return from Egypt to Nazareth (2:19-23) 

Within this basic narrative there are many conversations between angels and people (Joseph, Mary, Zacharias, 

shepherds), between people (Mary and Elizabeth, Zacharias and his relatives, Jesus’s family and Anna and 

Simeon). Most of these conversations are filled with prophecy and words of praise to God. 

1. An angel of the Lord with Zacharias – Luke 1:5-25 

An angel standing to the right of the of the altar of incense – why this specific location? 

There is nothing in Scripture that indicates the significance of this location, either in the Hebrew 
Scriptures or the Greek Scriptures. The location is generally agreed to be to the north side of the 
tabernacle and the right side of anything is generally understood as the favorable side, but there 
is nothing in Scripture that explains the significance of the right hand of the altar of incense, 
though there may be. 

This may also be specific so as to indicate the veracity of Zacharias’s testimony. 

He will be great before the Lord – This statement indicates John’s work as a prophet in this earthly 
realm – Matthew 11:11 

He will not drink any alcohol – This is probably a reference to Numbers 6:1-4, the consecration of a 
Nazirite.  

He will be filled with the Holy Spirit – this is not the same word for filled as in Ephesians 5 (πλήθω 
plēthō vs πληρόω plēroō). This filling is an Old Testament reference (empowered) but carries forth 
in the Gospels and Acts. This word is not used for the filling of the Holy Spirit after Acts 13. In the 
New Testament, each person who was filled with the Holy Spirit spoke as if God is speaking 
(Elizabeth, Zacharias, Acts 2:4; 4:8; 13:9). John’s message will be the message of God. 



He will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God – John’s work would be to prepare 
the way of the Messiah. The pattern for his ministry would be the great prophet Elijah – in the spirit 
and power of Elijah. Jesus later said this was fulfilled in John (Matthew 11:14 and 17:12). 

To turn the hearts of the fathers to the children – This quotation from Malachi 4:5-6 is meaningful 
for more than its reference to Elijah. These were essentially the last words in the Old Testament and 
now God’s revelation is resuming where it had left off. 

2. The angel Gabriel with Mary – Luke 1:26-38 

Greetings, favored one – This word is a verb form of the word for grace. There have been many who 
claim that this is a unique designation for Mary, but the word is used in Ephesians 1:6 (freely 
bestowed) in reference to all believers.  This is to be given (endued, bestowed) grace. 

You have found favor (grace) with God – This is a special designation that was bestowed upon Mary 
but is now available to all who are in Christ Jesus (Hebrews 4:14-16)  

You will bear a son and name Him Jesus – As has been discussed before, this name is not unique. 
Jesus is transliterated from the Greek “Ἰησοῦς Iēsous.” This is the Greek translation for the Hebrew 
“ ַעֻׁשֹוהְי  yehôshuaʿ.” This is a compound derivative from “ הוָהְי  yehwāh” (Jehovah) and “ עַׁשָי  yāshaʿ,” 
and means to save or to deliver. 

He will be great – the same phrase used for John. In this earth He will be revered and before God he 
will be determined to be great. 

He will be called the Son of the Most High – In the Greek there is no definite article for Son, but the 
term “Son of the most High” is unique. The adjective highest is used either to describe things or used 
substantively for God. Jesus alone has that designation (Luke 8:28).  Paul and his companions are 
known as servants of the Most High (Acts 16:7) and Melchizedeck is priest of the Most High 
(Hebrews 7:1).  

The Lord God shall give to Him the throne of David and He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and His Kingdom will have no end –  He will be the Messiah prophesied to David, who has 
the rightful authority to rule over Israel and will have an eternal kingdom (2 Samuel 7:12-16). 

The power of the Highest will overshadow you – Gabriel’s answer to Mary’s question of possibility 
is twofold; the first is means and the second is secondary validation. 

The word overshadow means “to cover with a cloud,” as in the cloud of Shekinah (Exodus 
16:10, 19:9, 24:16, 34:5, 40:34). 

This cloud was a visible manifestation of the glory and presence of God; this means that the 
same power of God that was with Moses and others in the Old Testament was now going to do a 
unique work in the life of Mary. 

The angel predicted a virginal conception rather than a supernatural birth. The actual birth of 
Jesus was normal; His conception was not. The fact that Elizabeth also conceived was to 
demonstrate that nothing was impossible. Mary then responds with affirmation and consent. 

3. An angel of the Lord with Joseph before the birth of Jesus (Matthew 1:18-25) 

Instructions to not divorce Mary, to take her as a wife and to name the child Jesus 

4. An angel of the Lord to the shepherds (Luke 2:8-20) 



After Mary gave birth, an angel with a heavenly army spoke to shepherds to announce the good 
news of the birth of the Messiah. 

An angel of the Lord stood before them and the glory of the Lord. I am not sure that we can 
understand the spectacle that was seen. The glory of the Lord seems to be in reference to the 
Shekinah. This was more than just brightness. The power that is in that essence is overwhelming. 

Good news, great joy – The announcement of Jesus is not about condemnation or guilt. This is a 
culmination of promise and the redemption of a nation and individuals from sin and judgment. 

There has been born a Savior, Christ the Lord 

Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace among men 

Well please / good will – the noun “εὐδοκία eudokia” means good thought. The typical 
understanding is delight, good intentions, that which is determined to be good. Based upon the 
usage of in the Greek Scriptures (Romans 10:1; Ephesians 1:5,9; Philippians 1:15), the idea of 
well-intended seems to be a better fit than that of man being estimated as being good. 

 

5. Mary and Elizabeth (Luke 1:39-56) 

a. Elizabeth 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit; she spoke not of her own accord but what the Lord 
desired for her to speak. Two blessings are given, one to Mary and one to the unborn Jesus Christ. 

Verse 45 is about Mary who believed that what was spoken to her was fulfilled. This is in contrast 
to Zacharias and maybe even Elizabeth. This is a blessing from the Lord through Elizabeth. 

b. Mary 

This is known as Mary’s Song or The Magnificat. This song resembles Hannah’s song in 1st 
Samuel 2:1-10. This “song” has at least 10 references to the Hebrew Scriptures. 

i. My soul exalts the Lord  
ii. My spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior 

iii. He has regard for the humble 
iv. His mercy is upon the generations toward those who fear Him 
v. He has done mighty deeds with His arm 

vi. He has scattered the proud 
vii. He has filled the hungry 

viii. He has given help to His servant Israel 
ix. He remembers His mercy 
x. He has promised Abraham and his descendants forever. 

This song worships God for His goodness, faithfulness, and power. Mary demonstrates that one 
cannot rely upon human strength, but God gives grace to the humble.  

 

 

 



6. Zacharias (Luke 1:67-79) 

This lengthy section parallels the Song of Mary but from the perspective of the forerunner. Similar 
to Elizabeth, he was filled with the Holy Spirit. The words that Zacharias spoke were not that of his 
own accord, rather the words that God wanted him to speak. 

The prophetic word of the Lord had been silent for 400 years. And then God spoke through Gabriel, 
through Elizabeth, through Mary, and now through Zacharias. This was all to introduce the person 
and work of the Messiah. 

As God has promised, He Himself would provide for Israel and the world so that the many 
would be saved.  

Has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant David –  We know this was 
truly Spirit-inspired prophecy because the first focus of the prophecy is about Jesus. John is 
spoken of later in the prophecy. We need to remember that the life and death of Jesus Christ is 
manifold in purpose. Zacharias’ prophecy deals primarily with the redemption of Israel. 

Jesus is the horn of salvation  

Jesus is the One who saves us (Israel) from our enemies  

Jesus is the One to perform the mercy promised to the fathers  

Jesus is the One to remember the covenant  

Jesus enables Israel to serve Him without fear  

The only thing Zacharias knew was that the time of the Messiah was at hand. Zacharias did not 
know Jesus, he has not seen Him, Zacharias did not hear His words nor see his actions (in all 
likelihood Zacharias died before Jesus began His ministry). But because he knew of the promises 
of God and being filled by the Holy Spirit, Zacharias understood who Jesus is and praised God 
for this wonderful gift.  

We know much more about Jesus than Zacharias did. Can we praise God for all that Jesus is 
to Israel, to the world, to each of us? 

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest: After the initial focus on Jesus, the 
Holy Spirit then led Zacharias to speak of his new-born son and his place in God’s great plan. 

John was a true prophet, the prophet of the Highest  

John had the unique calling to go before the Lord, to prepare the way for Messiah  

John would teach and give knowledge of salvation to God’s people  

John would show people the remission of their sins  

John would give light to those who sit in darkness  

John would guide God’s people into the way of peace 

Even though the terms are similar, we need to understand this in the context of the 
redemption of Israel and the restoration of the Kingdom. 

 

 



7. Simeon (Luke 2:25-35) 

Simeon had been told that he would see the Messiah before his death. The Spirit led him into the 
temple and, having been filled by the Holy Spirit, Simeon prophesied. 

My eyes have seen your salvation – Jesus is salvation; He is the life and the resurrection (John 
11:23-27). Obviously, Simeon was not expecting a personal prolongment of life. There are 
eternal promises and kingdom related promises that are understood in the Lord’s salvation. 

Light of revelation to the Gentiles – The light and the salvation is not only for Israel, but through 
the Messiah, Gentiles will also see the light of the truth. This began in Jesus’ time (Matthew 
4:12-16), continued with Peter (Acts 10) and culminated with Paul. 

The glory of Your people, Israel – Jesus is the King of glory, though He was rejected, He will be 
accepted and rule from Jerusalem for a thousand years. 

Simeon, in the Spirit, also gave a blessing and a hard truth to Joseph and Mary. 

Joseph and His mother marveled – Did they marvel at the Simeon’s understanding or at the 
amazing truth?  

For the fall and rise of many – Jesus’ acceptance and rejection are quite astonishing considering 
all the evidence that the people of Israel had. They had everything, yet they rejected Him. 

And a sign to be opposed – His very existence on this earth will cause many to oppose Him, even 
though His word is love, sacrifice, and salvation. 

A sword will pierce through your own soul also – God, through Simeon, informed Mary that 
affliction and distress are part of Jesus’ life and will affect her as well. It was both a great 
privilege and a great burden. Mary was there at the cross and was with the disciples after the 
ascension. Mary understood the truth and gladly dedicated herself to it. 

8. Anna (Luke 2:36-38) 

Was a dedicated widow, a prophetess who served God in the temple for 60-65 years. She saw and 
heard about Jesus and was a faithful witness to those looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.   

9. The Magi (Matthew 2:1-15) 

This is a strange account; there is no explanation as to what or how they knew. We can only surmise. 
Scripture doesn’t tell the significance of the gold, frankincense and myrrh. We can imagine what 
they were used for. Jesus’ family did not live as kings, but they did live on the run for a couple of 
years.  

Many see the gift of myrrh as a foreshadowing of Jesus’ death, but myrrh is a valuable tree extract of 
bitter gum and was used to produce a valuable perfume. It was used for the holy anointing oil 
(Exodus 30:23), perfume (Psalm 45:8; Song of Solomon 3:6), in women’s purification, 
beautification rites (Esther 2:12), and in “embalming” (John 19:39). But the one who had the myrrh 
for embalming was not Mary but Nicodemus.  

What did they know? Whether it is a little or a lot, they sought Him out and they worshiped Him, 
understanding that Jesus is both King and Savior. 


