
 
 

PHILIPPIANS CHAPTER 1 

Have this attitude in yourselves, which was also in Christ Jesus, who emptied himself, 
who humbled himself, who became a bondservant, who became obedient to the death, 
even death of a cross –  
Summarized theme of Philippians from chapter 2 verses 5-8. 

During the introduction we discussed the structure of Philippians as having one major theological point. The 
letter is set up with examples and challenges for the Philippian saints to have the mind of Christ. 

The Mind of Christ 

Most of the time people treat this passage as a prayer, but what we need to understand that what is written is not 
a prayer but the content of Paul’s payer for them. 

The mind of Christ is thankfulness   

The mind of Christ is joy 

The mind of Christ is in outward concern 

The mind of Christ is good news 

The mind of Christ is the work of the Lord. Victory and completion are brought about by Jesus Christ. We 
are to understand, believe, and be confident that God will complete what He started.  

The mind of Christ is a deep desire for others 

The mind of Christ is for the believer to be truly successful 

The mind of Christ is love 

The mind of Christ is to understand the reality of this realm and the true life in eternity 

The mind of Christ is a true godly desire – to benefit the ones around us 

Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel 

Philippians 1:27-30 – Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 
whether I come and see you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one 
spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; in no way alarmed by your 
opponents—which is a sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from 
God. For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer 
for His sake, experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me.  

Overview 

This is the first time Paul uses an imperative to the saints at Philippi. In verse 10 we have a desired result of 
love abounding more and more in real knowledge and discernment, but it’s not instruction. The same structure 
is used in verse 26; Paul speaks of a desired result but no instruction. 

These passages are often seen as commandment, but in actuality, the admonition is in the form of example 
and desire for the Philippian saints.    
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Textual Analysis  

In this section we have one main verb with many supportive phrases. The main sentence is “Only (you) 
conduct yourselves worthily of the gospel of the Christ.” Along with that main sentence there are three main 
supportive clauses: 

so that I would hear that you are steadfast 

and while not being frightened  

because it was granted to you 

Each of these supportive clauses have other various supportive clauses that have importance, but their main 
function is to elaborate on the points that are being made. 

For now, let’s focus on the main sentence. 

Conduct yourselves is from the Greek verb “πολιτεύομαι politeuomai.”  This is not the typical word for conduct 
in Paul’s writings.  

“περιπατέω peripateō (walk)” Paul uses this 33 times, including twice in Philippians (3:17-18).  

“ἀναστρέφω anastrephō” Found three times in Paul’s writings (2Corinthians 1:12; Ephesians 2:3; 
1Timothy 3:15). The word means to emphatically turn, to turn upside down, or metaphorically, to live 
by a sense of defined principles (external guidelines as opposed to self-governed). 

So, why the word change and does this relate to conduct? 

In classical Greek this word means to be a citizen, to live as a citizen, to act as a citizen by taking part in 
political life, to show public spirit, to administer the state. This word is the root for politic or political. In 
Paul’s day, being a citizen was not something that was handed out lightly and many people lived and 
served nations without being citizens. 

In the USA, citizenship is not appreciated because it is a right. Another cognate for citizenship is used in 
Acts 22:25-29. The same type of respect for Roman citizenship is used in Acts 16:37-38, and this 
happened in Philippi 

The Greek root is “πόλις polis” and means city. It relates to how people conduct their lives in regard to their 
city, or their country, or their nationality. Therefore, citizenship became the idea. One could make the 
argument that the idea of citizenship and the metaphor of walk of life have the same basic meaning but there 
is one significant difference. 

This word is only used one other time (Acts 23:1) I have lived. But to what is this referring? Paul is 
answering the charge of going against the Law of Moses and the customs of the Jewish people. He 
answers with the fact that he has been a good citizen of the Israeli Constitution.  

I have lived with a perfectly good conscience before God can be understood as “I have fulfilled all the 
duties and responsibilities of the Law (God’s Law), perhaps not the verbal traditions, but before God.” 

Paul is writing to a church that is in a Roman military colony. The idea of citizenship and functioning 
accordingly is a well-known concept and probably hit harder than “περιπατέω peripateō” would. A 
cognate of this word, “πολίτευμα politeuma (noun),” is used in Philippians 3:20. 
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The respect that the audience would have had for an earthly citizenship is now transferred to the fact that 
they are all citizens of heaven, and of His coming kingdom. Their lives have a heavenly origin and their 
eternity is set as citizens of God’s one true kingdom. Having that truth and that expectation is beyond 
what a normal person would consider as an admonishment to live as citizens. 

The verb is in the present imperative tense and with the middle voice. The middle voice with the 
imperative indicates instruction for the benefit of the one doing it. The Philippian saints are instructed to 
act upon themselves in recognition of their duties as citizens, holding themselves to that responsibility, 
which comes with its own advantages and benefits. 

God evaluates our activity based upon how we function toward unbelievers and toward the edification of 
believers. This is one of the primary ways a work is determined to be a good work. Remember god also 
evaluates mental attitude and motivation, but this is not for us to judge.   

The adverb only is translated from “μόνον monon.” It is not uncommon to use this word at the beginning of 
a thought, though not overly common (Galatians 2:10). In these situations, the adverb is functioning as a 
conjunction and refers back to the statement that Paul is convinced that he will remain on this earth to 
promote progress. The use of only indicates the primary directive, not exclusive, but an overall summation 
of his goal for them.  

The adverb “ἀξίως axiōs” is also used here. This is translated worthily or worthy manner. Another way to 
state this is as if one deserves it. No one can ever deserve the gospel, but we should act like we do. By 
whose standards? We need to keep reminding ourselves that if actions are being evaluated, then it is men 
who are the evaluators. We CANNOT live in such a way that would make God look at us as if we deserve 
the gospel. The content in verses 27-30 is not an evaluation before God but before Paul and the implication 
is a behavioral witness. 

Since nobody is worthy of the gospel, it should be given freely to everyone. We should never decide that 
someone is not worth giving the gospel, regardless of whether we think they will respond positively to it 
or not. As we received grace, give grace.  


