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Have this attitude in yourselves, which was also in Christ Jesus, who emptied himself, 
who humbled himself, who became a bondservant, who became obedient to the death, 
even death of a cross –  
Summarized theme of Philippians is from 2:5-8. 

During the introduction we discussed the structure of Philippians as having one major theological point. The 
letter is set up with examples and challenges for the Philippian saints to have the mind of Christ. 

The Mind of Christ 

Most of the time people treat this passage as a prayer, but what we need to understand that what is written is not 
a prayer but the content of Paul’s prayer for them. 

The mind of Christ is thankfulness.   

The mind of Christ is joy. 

The mind of Christ is in outward concern. 

The mind of Christ is good news. 

The mind of Christ is the work of the Lord. Victory and completion are brought about by Jesus Christ. We 
are to understand, believe, and be confident that God will complete what He started.  

The mind of Christ is a deep desire for others. 

The mind of Christ is for the believer to be truly successful. 

The mind of Christ is love. 

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain 

Philippians 1:19-21 – Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that this will turn out for my deliverance 
through your prayers and the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, according to my earnest 
expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ 
will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, to live is 
Christ and to die is gain.  

Textual Analysis  

ἐμοὶ γὰρ τὸ ζῆν Χριστὸς καὶ τὸ ἀποθανεῖν κέρδος 

Dative – This is typically the case of indirect objects (to or in) 

The conjunctive is postpositive; this means that the word for begins the statement. The conjunction indicates 
that this statement is a further explanation. 

The previous statement is being emphasized – “Christ…will be exalted in my body, whether by life or 
death.” Verse 21 provides a hinge or a fulcrum for the passage. Verse 21 states concisely the entire 
passage from verse 19 through verse 26. 

To live, “τὸ ζῆν,” and to die, “τὸ ἀποθανεῖν,” are both articular infinitives. The primary use of the article 
here demonstrates the case of the infinitive (infinitives are verbal nouns that have no declension).  
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Both these nouns are in the nominative case. This indicates that to live and to die are the subjects of the 
sentence. But the fact that they are infinitives also indicates that the act of living and the act of dying are 
on display as well. 

To live is in the present tense. This indicates the current status of life. To die is in the aorist tense. This 
indicates the point of death. This verse can be rendered “to be living…to have died.” The first phrase 
indicates the results in the present; the latter indicates the results of the event of death. Paul does not say 
that the act of dying is gain but the result of death is gain. In reality, death is still painful and bad 
(1Corinthians 15:54-58; 1Thessalonians 4:13-18). 

The nouns Christ, “Χριστὸς,” and gain, “κέρδος,” both represent the results (predicate nominative) of the 
present action and the potential action. Paul says living has the result of Christ. To have died, the result 
would be gain. Why is this and can this be expected for every believer? 

The word gain is “κέρδος kerdos.” The verb form is “κερδαίνω kerdainō.” Both words have the idea of 
profit, to gain an advantage, or to win. The most prominent use of the verb is in 1Corinthians 9:19-23. 
The verb and noun are also used in Philippians 3:7-8. This passage has some obvious connection to the 
“to live is Christ” statement. 

“For to me (Paul speaking), to be living has the result of Christ and to have died, the result is victory.” 
OR “For to me, life is Christ; and death is an advantage.”  

Interpretation 

Is this statement particular to Paul? The simple answer is no; this applies to all believers, for we know that 
death is advantageous for all believers. 

When we die from this earthly life, we are promoted to existence apart from this decaying flesh and are 
in the presence of Jesus Christ. 

2Corinthians 4:16-5:9. This is such a powerful piece of Scripture because it states plainly that this 
earthly tent is not our true home. This life is a momentary light affliction, not because of the focus on of 
the ease of this life’s difficulties but because it does not compare to the glory that we will have in the life 
to come (Romans 8:18). 

Is the result of living Christ? There are several passages which compare death and life with Christ. 

Romans 6:8-11 – Paul encourages the saints in Rome to live in accordance with the fact that our lives 
are granted to us by Jesus Christ, therefore, live our lives as unto God. 

Galatians 2:19-21 – The life that Paul lives is by faith (doctrine of the Son of God that is believed), 
knowing that his actions do not grant status or approval before God. 

Colossians 3:1-4 – Identification with His resurrection/life indicates ability. 
a. To walk in life 
b. To live in continuity with Him, alignment  
c. To please Him 
d. To live in peace (Romans 5:1; Philippians 4:4-7) 
e. Love, joy, peace, and more (Galatians 5:22) 
f. To serve in His administration (Romans 11:11-25) 
g. To be eligible for rewards in the Kingdom/Eternity 
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2Timothy 3:10-12 – Paul explains the truth that all who live godly in Christ will be persecuted, suffer 
affliction because of Jesus Christ. 

1Peter 1:3-5 – Being born from above has granted us great eternal expectations which is the living hope. 
We live our lives looking to eternity where our inheritance is. 

Paul’s result of living in this life is Christ. For believers, there is the same potential, but this comes with 
maturity, spiritual mindset, and positive volition. 

The proclamation of Jesus Christ is not only verbal but also in behavior. In Paul’s statement, “Christ will be 
exalted in my body, whether by life or by death,” he is indicating a desire to have Jesus be emphasized 
regardless of living or in death. For to me, to be living is Christ. 

The mind of Christ is to understand the reality of this realm and the true life in Jesus Christ. 

Paul does not command the believers here to have the same focus, but with the full context and the cross 
references, it is clear that Paul desires them have this understanding. The use of “to me” is to give an 
example to the readers. Paul assumes that this is what they desire, therefore there is no need to command 
them to do it, only to give information and an example. The commands in Philippians can be seen in the 
light of this mantra.   

The grace that has been given to Paul and that he uses to admonish the saints is the motivation for living 
according to Jesus Christ. All of Paul’s activities, thoughts, and desires are consumed with the life that is 
given by Jesus Christ. 

What do we understand about the nature of this life and the nature of the life in the spiritual realm? We 
relate so much to this earthly life; we not only desire the necessities, we also want the luxuries. We do 
not feel satisfied with simply understanding that this life is just a vapor, a moment in time, a blip on the 
screen of eternity. Is it really that difficult to live this life as Christ living though us, in word and deed? 

Theological Impact  

Paul is portraying the mind of Christ to the ultimate level. To understand that the life he lived in the flesh is 
not something to hold on to for his own personal desire is something very few believers fully understand. 
What we will see is that for him to continue in this life is only for the benefit of the believers he serves. 

Death is not the will of God, but for the believer, physical death is actually a benefit. The reason that we do 
not live by this is because we are weighed down by the passing pleasure of this life. 

How do we break free? We continue to learn about the surpassing riches of the glory to come, we 
understand that it has all been provided by the grace of God (not of ourselves), and we understand that the 
things of this world (good or bad) cannot compare to what will be revealed to us. We learn it, we dwell on 
it, and we live by that truth.   
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The Mind of Christ 

Most of the time people treat this passage as a prayer, but what we need to understand that what is written is not 
a prayer but the content of Paul’s prayer for them. 

The mind of Christ is thankfulness.   

The mind of Christ is joy. 

The mind of Christ is in outward concern. 

The mind of Christ is good news. 

The mind of Christ is the work of the Lord. Victory and completion are brought about by Jesus Christ. We 
are to understand, believe, and be confident that God will complete what He started.  

The mind of Christ is a deep desire for others. 

The mind of Christ is for the believer to be truly successful. 

The mind of Christ is love. 

The mind of Christ is to understand the reality of this realm and the true life in Jesus Christ. 

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain 

Philippians 1:19-26 – Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that this will turn out for my deliverance 
through your prayers and the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, according to my earnest 
expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ 
will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, to live is 
Christ and to die is gain. But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and 
I do not know which to choose. But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better; yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary 
for your sake. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all for your 
progress and joy in the faith, so that your proud confidence in me may abound in Christ Jesus 
through my coming to you again.  

 

Reminder 

Last lesson we looked at verse 21 from a very analytical framework.  

The focus in this verse is often in the “to die is gain” part, but in the context (vs. 19-26), the focus is 
“to live is Christ.” The life we have now is given and sustained by Jesus Christ and we need to live 
with this reality as our focus. 

The grace that has been given to Paul and that he uses to admonish the saints is the motivation for 
living according to Jesus Christ. All of Paul’s activities, thoughts, and desires are consumed with the 
life that is given by Jesus Christ. 

We saw that Paul is portraying the mind of Christ to the ultimate level. To understand that the life he 
lived in the flesh is not something to hold on to for his own personal desire is something very few 
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believers fully understand. For Paul to continue in this life is only for the benefit of the believers he 
serves. 

Death is not the will of God; but for the believer, physical death is actually a benefit. The reason that 
we do not live by this is because we are weighed down by the passing pleasure of this life. 

How do we break free? We continue to learn about the surpassing riches of the glory to come, we 
understand that it has all been provided by the grace of God (not of ourselves), and we understand that 
the things of this world (good or bad) cannot compare to what will be revealed to us. We learn it, we 
dwell on it, and we live by that truth.  

Passage Analysis  

“For to me (Paul speaking), to be living has the result of Christ and to have died, the result is victory.” Has 
meaning beyond the cliché. The concept of the results of living in this life (to live) is given in verses 22-26. 
Also, the reason why death is an advantage is also explained in these verses. 

In verse 22 Paul restates the concise statement, “to be living, Christ; to have died, advantage.” 

To live would result in fruitful labor. 

“καρπός ἔργον karpos ergon” is the word for work that has production. Paul perpetually desired to work 
among the people (unbelievers) and the saints (believers). Both efforts always had some production. 
Among unbelievers, the result was not always some having believed; sometimes it was simply the fact 
that the gospel was proclaimed.  

Among believers, there is more opportunity. Believers are expected to take the word of God from Paul 
as truth and then to act upon the doctrines that he was teaching (believe and function). There are benefits 
to both living on in the flesh and dying; there is a conflict in what Paul desires. 

Verse 23 speaks of the benefits of death. Paul has the desire to depart. Depart is “ἀναλύω analuō” and is an 
emphatic use of “to loose.” Paul sees leaving this life (death) as being set free. 

Romans 7:22-25 – Paul groans, “Who will set me free?” He desires to live without the burden of the 
flesh. 

2Corinthians 5:1-2 – We groan desiring our heavenly house (body). 

Back to verse 23 – To depart this life is “to be with Christ.” Paul looks forward to leaving this flesh 
behind because he will be able to function without the burden of sin. But more than that, he desires to be 
with Christ (2Corinthians 5:6-9). We can share that desire, but we must remember to strive to be 
pleasing to God while in this present life. 

πολλῷ μᾶλλον κρεῖσσον – much more better 

What is amazing is that Paul, with this understanding of what is “much more better,” still has the 
desire to remain. He does not conclude as to which desire wins; he has both desires and he cannot 
decide which he would choose. 

Here is what drives me crazy. We all struggle to develop the understanding and the desire to 
depart and be with Christ, but imagine getting to that point, seeing clearly the reality of the 
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spiritual realm, and then be truly pressed to stay for the benefit of fellow believers (this is beyond 
the desire to stay with relatives). 

Verse 24 – for Paul to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for the sake of the believers in Philippi. 

More necessary is a comparative adjective that denotes the outward influence or pressure exerted by 
someone upon another, to force, or compel. In all the uses of this word it indicates an indispensable 
activity for the benefit of the other person.  

Paul does not explain at this moment what he will do or what he does that is necessary for the 
Philippian saints. We do have the intended results. 

Verse 25 – I know that I will remain and continue for your progress and joy in the faith. 

The participle for being convinced is in the active voice. Paul’s mission is making sure the saints in 
the Gentile regions are fully established. Paul knows that as long as the mission has not yet been 
completed, he will remain, and this is also what he desires. 

The mind of Christ is a true godly desire. 

Progress is the same word from verse 12. “προκοπή prokopē” means to drive forward as if by 
beating; cutting a path, trailblazing, to progress in spite of difficulty. The indication is that Paul 
desires to train the saints to drive forward the doctrines of God. 

Also, Paul is to develop their joy. Joy is accomplished when they remain in the truth of Jesus Christ. 
They are to have satisfaction and real happiness knowing that they are in Christ and their citizenship 
is in heaven (3:20). 

Verse 26 gives the results of the progress and joy being fulfilled in them. The literal translation of this 
verse is “so that your boasting would increase in Christ Jesus, in me, through my appearing again with 
you.” The translation of your proud confidence in me places the focus incorrectly. Paul is the source (his 
apostolic authority) of the boasting in Jesus Christ. Paul never says to boast in himself. 

Proud confidence is “καύχημα kauchēma.” The main idea of this word is that which one is proud of, 
the source of pride (2:16); the source of pride is the word of life. The faith is the doctrines that are 
believed. 

 

Interpretation 

“To live, Christ” is compared to: 

• Paul remaining in the flesh 
• For the compelling of the saints to progress 
• To remain and continue for the necessary growth of the saints 
• For progress and joy in the faith 

The desired result of this activity is: 

• Pride is properly sourced 
• Paul has good fruit in the Philippian saints having true progress 
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• Paul shares with them the benefit of spiritual truth. 

“To die, gain” is compared to: 

• To depart 
• To be with Christ 

The result of death is: 

• That is “much more better” 

Theological Impact  

The metal attitude Paul portrays here is the ultimate human thought in regard to Jesus Christ and the 
doctrines of God: 

• The mind of Christ is to understand the reality of this realm and the true life in Jesus Christ 
• The mind of Christ is a true Godly desire – to benefit the ones around us 

o Sharing the gospel 
o Edifying the believers 

It was revealed to Paul that he would not be released from this world until the mission was accomplished. 
At the time Paul wrote this, the Word of God was still being written. Paul had a particular mission that still 
benefits us today. We read the words of the apostles today; we have no need of an apostle or a prophet 
today; we have the Word of God. 

In this section, we also can take on Paul’s mental attitude, that of the mind of Christ. However, we must be 
careful taking the revelation to Paul and applying it to ourselves.  

There is no indication that I have a mission that must be completed before I depart. I can leave at any 
time. But what do I do with the time I have?  

Do I have the same desire as Paul? Do I understand that to depart is much more better? Do I also have 
the desire to help fellow believers?  


