
 
 

PHILIPPIANS CHAPTER 1 

Have this attitude in yourselves, which was also in Christ Jesus, who emptied himself, 
who humbled himself, who became a bondservant, who became obedient to the death, 
even death of a cross –  
Summarized theme of Philippians from chapter 2 verses 5-8. 

During the introduction we discussed the structure of Philippians as having one major theological point. The 
letter is set up with examples and challenges for the Philippian saints to have the mind of Christ. 

The Mind of Christ 

Most of the time people treat this passage as a prayer, but what we need to understand that what is written is not 
a prayer but the content of Paul’s prayer for them. 

The mind of Christ is thankfulness.   

The mind of Christ is joy. 

The mind of Christ is in outward concern. 

The mind of Christ is good news. 

The mind of Christ is the work of the Lord. Victory and completion are brought about by Jesus Christ. We 
are to understand, believe, and be confident that God will complete what He started.  

The mind of Christ is a deep desire for others. 

The mind of Christ is for the believer to be truly successful. 

The mind of Christ is love. 

Thought words 

Remembrance – Forced thinking about a subject 

Confident – to persuade or be persuaded about a truth proposition 

Think (feel) – To think, to set one’s mind on, to develop an attitude 

Heart – Deep inner recesses  

In verse 9 we have two more thought words: 

Real knowledge – ἐπίγνωσις epignōsis – This word is a compound word from the root word for 
knowledge. The primary difference between this word and its root is that the prefix intensifies it. In 
Scripture, the difference between “gnosis” and “epignōsis”—between “gniskō,” and “epigniōskō” —is 
not overtly clear. The passages of Scripture have a few places where they overlap, but they are never 
compared or contrasted.  

In other words, there is no scripture that would indicate a difference between knowledge and 
“true/real” knowledge. In secular Koine Greek, the word is used to indicate an enhancement upon 
previously learned information. This takes knowledge and it becomes refined, understood better, or 
more precise. But there is nothing that would negate the value of “gnosis.” Do not think of 
“epignosis” as better knowledge, rather built upon and more precise (Eph 4:13; Col 1:10). 
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Discernment – “αἴσθησις aisthēsis” – A seldom used word group, three times in total in the New 
Testament. The word indicates mental faculty, the ability to see or understand. In both Scripture and 
secular usage, the word is not used literally. This was understood to be the inner eye of the soul. There is 
a perception that is beyond physical sight, a perception from that which is unseen (your spiritual eye).   

Priorities in the Gospel 

Philippians 1:12-18 – Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out 
for the greater progress of the gospel, so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become 
well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else, and that most of the 
brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the 
word of God without fear. Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but 
some also from good will; the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense 
of the gospel; the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition rather than from pure motives, 
thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment. What then? Only that in every way, whether in 
pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice.  

Questions and Answers 

This section is not difficult to read or understand. But there are a few questions and points to 
consider that will help the student learn. 

1. Why is this written? (Philippians 1:7; 4:10, 14-18) Paul stated in the previous verses how this church 
had supported him from the beginning until now. They had great affection for one another, and they 
think about Paul on a regular basis. They made a significant contribution when Paul had a need. Paul 
did what anyone would do, he updated loved ones as to how he was and what had been going on in 
regard to the gospel. 

2. Is there victory in negative circumstances? The phrase that is translated circumstances is more 
literally “the things concerning.” Paul does not call his situation advantageous, nor does he say that 
his imprisonment is a positive situation. But what Paul does say is that there is something good that 
has come out of this situation. 

Often in Christianity, we disregard the negative circumstances in our lives or dismiss their impact. 
This gives us the excuse to not involve ourselves in the difficulty in others by claiming that it’s 
God’s will for them to go through this. We must be able to have compassion for those who are in 
need, however we need to keep the eternal perspective in our minds and on our lips. But we do 
not place God’s will as the cause of sin or the intentions of sinful men.  

God does not lead a person into persecution. Nowhere does Paul say, “God wanted me in prison.” 
But we know that God, through Paul’s proper attitude and unconditional obedience, caused the 
gospel to progress through Paul’s opposition. 

In a negative circumstance, Paul does not sit waiting for God to change what is happening to him. 
Rather, even though Paul is in prison, he still looks for an opportunity to proclaim the gospel or to 
edify the saints (through letters).  

God desires victory in any circumstance, but this is not passive. The believer is expected, by 
means of the Word of God, to bear under the pressure and continue in service to God. 
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3. What are the results of Paul’s imprisonment? The gospel has been advanced. The term for greater 
progress is from “προκοπή prokopē” and means to drive forward as if by beating, cutting a path, 
trailblazing, to progress in spite of difficulty. The situation is not easy. Through Paul’s striving, the 
gospel has progressed. Sometimes, the giving of the gospel is not an easy task. Regardless of the 
circumstance, Paul focused on the advancement the gospel (2nd Timothy 2:9). 

4. What are the results of the advancement of the gospel?  


