
Leviticus – I AM, YHWH: The Lord Makes Himself Known 
 

Leviticus 20:26 – Thus you are to be holy to Me, for I the LORD am holy; and I 
have set you apart from the peoples to be Mine.  

Adam to Abraham (Genesis 1-11) 

Abraham to Joseph (Genesis 12-36) 

Joseph to Moses (Genesis 37 – Exodus 2) 

Moses to Joshua (Exodus/Leviticus/Numbers/Deuteronomy) 

Joshua to the Kings (Joshua/Judges/Ruth) 

The Kings to Babylonian Captivity (1st Samuel – 2nd Kings {1st Chronicles – 2nd Chronicles 35}) 

Babylon Captivity to Return (2nd Chronicles 36 – Ezra/Nehemiah) 

Name of the Book: The English name comes from the Greek Septuagint, “That Which Pertains to the Levites.” 
The Hebrew Name of the book is “ אָ֖רְקִּיַו ” and is pronounced “yiqra’” (yer-kha). This translates into “He 
Called.”  

Author: Moses. The book records 40 separate instances where it states, “YHWH spoke to Moses.” Moses was 
commanded to and fulfilled that command to write down the word of YHWH, the covenant, and the 
commandments (Exodus 34:27-28; Deuteronomy 31:24-26). 

The book is also referenced as being written by Moses.  

Matthew 8:2-4 – c.f. Leviticus 13:49; 14:1-32  

Luke 2:21-24 – c.f. Leviticus 12:1-8  

Synopsis: 

After the tabernacle is completed (Exodus 40:17), Israel stays at Sinai for 48 days (Numbers 10:11) as God 
continues His revelation of the Law. 

The 48 days is figured from the date the tabernacle was finished 1/1/2 to when they leave 2/20/2. The 
Hebrew calendar is a lunar calendar (28-day months).   

Date: 1444-1406 BC - Moses could have written this at any time after the events of the book occurred, that is 
after 1445 BC. He could have begun to write it during the year that Israel spent camped at the base of Mt. Sinai 
and finished it during the thirty-eight years of wandering in the wilderness. We do know it was completed by 
1406 BC because it is in that year that Moses died.  

Date of the Events: Nisan (Aviv) 1 through Iyar (Ziv) 20 of the second year after the first Passover. These 
events then took place in 1444 BC.  
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Purpose: The purpose of the book is to document the role of the Levitical Priesthood and provide an 
expounding understanding of the commandments of God so that Israel would be different than the nations 
surrounding them in their worship, sacrifice, atonement, diet, cleanliness (leprosy), sexual immorality, debt 
forgiveness, and redemption (property and personal). 

Importance: For Israel, this is the key book for complete understanding of how to function as a nation, 
especially the prescription of sacrifice and atonement. Many of the laws in Leviticus are repeated from Exodus 
and/or will be repeated in Deuteronomy. The main references for the Israelites are in chapters 1-6 and 16-17. 
Without Leviticus, there is no foundation for sacrificial atonement and the sacrifice of Jesus loses its emphasis.    

Outline: 

Leviticus 1–16 explains how to have personal access to God through appropriate worship and Leviticus 17–
27 details how to be separate from the nations, set apart for God. 

1. Laws Pertaining to Sacrifice (1:1–7:38)  
A. Legislation for the Laity (1:1–6:7)  

i. Burnt offerings (1) 
ii. Meal offerings (2) 

iii. Peace offerings (3) 
iv. Purification offerings (4:1–5:13) 
v. Trespass offerings (5:14–6:7) 

B. Legislation for the Priesthood (6:8–7:38)  
i. Burnt offerings (6:8–13) 

ii. Grain offerings (6:14–23) 
iii. Sin offerings (6:24–30) 
iv. Trespass offerings (7:1–10) 
v. Peace offerings (7:11–36) 

vi. Concluding remarks (7:37-38) 
2. Beginnings of the Priesthood (8:1–10:20)  

A. Ordination of Aaron and his sons (8) 
B. First sacrifices (9) 
C. Execution of Nadab and Abihu (10) 

3. Prescriptions for Uncleanness (11:1-17:16)  
A. Unclean animals (11) 
B. Uncleanness of childbirth (12) 
C. Unclean diseases (13) 
D. Cleansing of diseases (14) 
E. Unclean discharges (15) 
F. Annual atonement (16)  
G. The reason atonement is with blood, be careful with blood (17) 

4. The Righteous Standard of God for the People (18:1–27:34) 
A. Proper sexual behavior (18) 



Leviticus – I AM, YHWH: The Lord Makes Himself Known 
 

B. Social laws (19) 
C. Acts that are an abomination (20) 
D. Instructions for priests (21, 22) 
E. Hebrew festivals (23) 
F. The sanctuary (24:1–9) 
G. Being wronged and proper recompence (24:10–23) 
H. Sabbatical and jubilee years (25) 
I. Exhortation to obey the Law: blessings and curses (26) 
J. Property assessment and taxes (27) 

Key Doctrines:  

The Character of God:  

The core ideas that Leviticus develops are the holy character of God and the will of God for Israel’s holiness. 
God’s holiness, mankind’s sinfulness, sacrifice, forgiveness, and God’s presence are the book’s most common 
themes. The book stresses importance of Israel living as God’s Nation according to the righteous standard that 
He set forth. 

Holiness:  

The word holy and all of its cognates appear 152 times in Leviticus. The words in the translations are holy, 
holy place, consecrated, sanctuary, sanctify, and dedicate (Leviticus 4:6; 7:1; 19:1-4; 20:6-8 – God is the one 
who causes sanctification to you; 20:22-26) 

Observations 

1. In descriptions of the sacrifices, nowhere is it stated that a person becomes holy with the sacrifice. 
2. The commandment/expectation of the people to be holy is because God has made them holy. 
3. No action in Leviticus makes a person or the nation holy before God; it makes them different from 

the nations around them. 
4. In the sacrificial system, forgiveness is accomplished, but this is not the same as holiness. 
5. Forgiveness – Leviticus 4:20, 25, 31, 35; 5:10, 13, 16, 18, 26; 19:22 

Narrative Advancement: 

Leviticus 8:1-10:7 – This passage details the consecration of Aaron and his sons, including their first 
sacrifices and concluding with the sin of Nadab and Abihu. 

Leviticus 24:10-16 – During a fight, the son of an Israelite woman and Egyptian father blasphemed the Name 
and cursed. The seriousness of taking the Name in vain was established. 
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Feasts: 

Seven feasts are detailed in Leviticus 23-24. The first three are congruent, beginning on three consecutive 
days. 

1. Passover 
2. Unleavened Bread 
3. First Fruits 
4. Weeks (Harvest, Pentecost) 
5. Trumpets 
6. Day of Atonement 
7. Tabernacles 

Day of Atonement: 

Leviticus 16-17 – Preparation: choosing of two goats, one goat sacrificed, one goat released into the 
wilderness (scapegoat), bull of the sin offering, cleansing the entire nation, the tabernacle, and the priests. The 
reason that blood is a carefully handled element for Nation Israel is in chapter 17, culminating in verse 11.   

Theological Impact: 

We approach the Book of Leviticus seeking to understand the nature and plan of God. We do not take these 
laws as rules for society today, although they were for Israel. Even in Israel today, these rules do not apply; 
the Mosaic Law cannot be followed in Israel. This book is not to be understood in terms for salvation; this 
was never stated nor inferred. This book is not instruction on how to be holy before God; God is the one who 
makes people holy. It does tell of God’s expectations upon the nation of Israel to be unique in culture and 
laws in order to distinguish themselves from the nations around them. In doing so, they bring attention to 
YHWH, His righteous standard, His method of worship, His method of atonement, and His holiness. 


