
	
	

PHILIPPIANS	CHAPTER	1	

Have	this	attitude	in	yourselves,	which	was	also	in	Christ	Jesus,	who	emptied	
Himself,	who	humbled	Himself,	who	became	a	bondservant,	who	became	
obedient	to	the	death,	even	death	of	a	cross.	
Theme	summarized	from	Philippians	2:5-8.	

During	the	introduction	we	discussed	the	structure	of	Philippians	as	having	one	major	theological	point.	
The	letter	is	set	up	with	examples	of	how	and	challenges	for	the	Philippian	saints	to	have	the	mind	of	
Christ.	

Philippians	1:3-11	

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in 
my every prayer for you all, in view of your participation in the gospel from the 
first day until now. For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good 
work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. For it is only right for me 
to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart, since both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are 
partakers of grace with me. For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the 
affection of Christ Jesus. And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and 
more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things 
that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; 
having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus 
Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

Most	of	the	time	people	treat	this	passage	as	a	prayer,	but	what	we	need	to	understand	that	this	is	
written	not	as	a	prayer	but	the	content	of	Paul’s	prayer	for	them.	

In	this	passage	we	can	outline	the	content	effectively:	

1. Thankfulness	to	God	in	prayer	with	joy	

2. Because	of	their	participation	in	the	gospel	

3. Paul	was	fully	convinced	that	the	good	work	will	be	completed	in	them	

4. Because	they	are	partakers	of	grace	with	Paul	

5. Paul	greatly	desires	with	the	affection	of	Jesus	Christ	

6. This	I	pray	so	that	

a. Your	love	will	would	increase	

i. More	and	more	

ii. In	knowledge		

iii. In	discernment	
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b. You	would	approve	the	excellent	things	

c. You	would	be	pure	

d. You	would	be	blameless		

i. Unto	the	day	of	Christ	

ii. Having	been	filled	with	fruits	of	righteousness	

iii. Unto	the	glory	and	praise	of	God	

Thankful		

The	mind	of	Christ	is	thankfulness.	

Paul	always	found	a	reason	to	be	thankful	among	the	excellent	churches	and	among	the	churches	that	
struggled.			

With	Joy	

The	mind	of	Christ	is	joy	–	Jesus’	upper	room	discourse	(John	13-17)	uses	the	word	joy	seven	times	
and	rejoices	three	times.	This	discourse	occurs	hours	before	Jesus’	trial	and	crucifixion.	

When	Paul	speaks	of	joy	in	his	first	introductory	thoughts,	it	is	not	giddiness	or	pleasure	but	an	
eternal	perspective	while	in	this	flesh,	knowing	that	labors	and	affliction	in	this	life	are	worth	the	
spiritual	benefit	of	those	he	serves.	

Joy	is	not	focused	inwardly	but	outwardly.	It	is	never	in	our	current	circumstances	that	we	can	find	
true	biblical	joy.	It	is	in	the	eternal	perspective.		

Always	offering	prayer	with	joy	in	every	prayer	for	you	all	

The	mind	of	Christ	is	in	outward	concern	not	inward.	Our	prayers	need	to	be	primarily	about	others.	
What	we	often	think	about	most	is	our	problems,	our	circumstances,	or	our	pain.	When	we	praise,	we	
often	praise	for	what	we	have	experienced,	what	we	have	gained,	or	our	happiness.	

If	we	desire	to	have	the	mind	of	Christ	we	need	to	focus	outwardly,	not	looking	out	for	number	one.	
We	need	to	be	a	community	of	believers	who	are	more	concerned	about	our	fellow	believers	than	
ourselves.	

	Verse	5	–	In	view	of	your	participation	in	the	gospel	from	the	first	day	until	now		

In	verse	5,	the	construction	of	this	phrase	indicates	a	tie	to	verses	3-4.	Paul	is	thankful	in	his	
remembrance	of	them	in	his	prayers	(requests)	for	them.	The	reason	is	their	action	and	interaction	
with	the	gospel.	

Participation	is	“κοινωνία	koinōnia,”	a	noun	that	indicates	two	or	more	parties	have	something	in	
common.	As	a	relationship	is	concerned,	the	word	is	normally	translated	fellowship.	The	word	is	used	
in	Philippians	2:1,	3:10.	The	word	is	also	used	in	a	few	other	contexts	that	have	other	implications:	

Romans	15:26	–	Here,	the	word	is	translated	contribution.	Paul	is	explaining	to	the	Romans	that	
the	churches	in	Macedonia	and	Achaia	shared	in	the	circumstances	with	the	saints	in	Jerusalem.			
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Philemon	1:6	–	Fellowship	of	your	faith.	One	translation	has	this	as	“communication	of	your	faith.”	
This	is	not	simply	the	faith	we	have	in	common	but	the	sharing	of	it	as	well,	among	believers	and	
extending	into	evangelism	as	well.	

Hebrews	13:15-16	–	“κοινωνία	koinōnia”	is	seen	as	a	sacrifice	with	which	God	is	well	pleased.	

In	Philippians,	the	thought	must	be	of	a	sacrificial	sharing	concerning	the	gospel.	

This	is	an	articular	use	of	this	noun	(the	gospel).	“εὐαγγέλιον	euangelion”	means	good	news	and,	with	
the	article,	it	becomes	specific.	In	Scripture,	there	are	many	“good	news	reports.”	Even	within	Paul’s	
writings,	the	content	of	a	gospel	depends	upon	the	context.	Here	is	a	list	of	the	various	“good	news”	
reports:	

1. The	“good	news”	of	the	kingdom	–	Matthew	and	Mark	

2. The	“good	news”	of	Elizabeth	being	pregnant	with	John	the	Baptizer	–	Luke	1:19	

3. The	“good	news”	of	the	birth	of	the	Savior,	Christ	the	Lord	–	Luke	2:10	

4. The	“good	news”	of	Jesus’	ministry	as	prophet	–	Luke	4:14-19	

5. The	“good	news”	of	Jesus	revealing	Himself	as	the	Messiah	–	Luke	7:18-22	

6. The	“good	news”	of	peace	through	Jesus	Christ	–	Acts	10:36;	Ephesians	2:17	

7. The	“good	news”	of	the	promises	made	to	the	Hebrew	patriarchs	–	Acts	13:32	

8. Romans	1:6-8,	15-16	–	Why	does	Paul	desire	to	proclaim	the	gospel	to	believers?	The	gospel	
is	more	than	simply	Jesus	Christ	and	the	promise	of	eternal	life.	Paul’s	epistles	encapsulate:	

a. The	gospel	of	justification	–	Romans	1-4;	1st	Corinthians	15:1-4	

b. The	gospel	of	the	benefits	of	having	been	justified	–	Romans	5-8,	Ephesians	1		

c. The	gospel	of	completion,	maturity	–	Galatians	1:6-9;	3:1-3;	Ephesians	4:13	

d. The	gospel	of	the	salvation	and	preservation	of	Nation	Israel	–	Romans	9-11	

e. The	gospel	of	the	new	administration	of	God	–	Romans	9-11;	Ephesians	2:11-14	

f. The	gospel	of	purpose,	the	role	we	all	have	in	this	life	–	Romans	12-15	

g. The	gospel	of	the	end	times	–	1	and	2	Thessalonians	

9. In	Revelation	there	is	also	an	“everlasting	gospel.”	

	

For	our	purposes	in	Philippians,	Paul’s	use	of	gospel	must	be	taken	as	the	broad	scope	of	the	word,	the	
entire	content	of	Paul’s	message.	When	we	consider	the	gospel,	we	know	that	it	always	has	a	starting	
point.	Who	is	Jesus,	what	did	He	do,	and	what	did	He	promise?	When	we	are	convinced	that	this	
proclamation	about	Jesus	is	true,	then	we	can	move	forward	into	the	other	good	news	messages	
within	Scripture.	
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In	verse	5	we	have	some	important	observations	to	make:	

1. The	mind	of	Christ	is	good	news	–	John	3:17	–	Jesus’	first	advent	(coming	into	creation)	was	
not	to	judge	and	rule	but	to	serve	and	to	save.	Judgment	is	coming;	fortunately,	the	good	news	
is	that	judgment	can	be	avoided	for	all	who	believe.	

2. God	loves	the	His	creation	and	everyone	in	it.	If	we	love	like	Jesus	loved,	then	our	primary	
concern	needs	to	be	the	proclamation	of	the	gospel.	

3. How	did	the	Philippian	saints	participate?	

a. No	doubt	they	(collectively)	proclaimed	the	truth	of	Jesus	Christ	and	His	doctrines	

b. The	financially	supported	Paul	as	he	went	to	proclaim	the	gospel	

c. They	supported	and	shared	in	the	sufferings	of	the	brethren	who	were	in	need			

4. Longevity	is	also	a	point	that	Paul	makes—from	the	first	day	until	now.	

		

Verse	6	–	For	I	am	confident	of	this	very	thing,	that	He	who	began	a	good	work	in	you	will	
perfect	it	until	the	day	of	Christ	Jesus	

There	are	a	few	misconceptions	and	misuses	concerning	this	verse.	By	the	end	of	this	lesson	we	
should	be	able	to	understand	what	this	verse	says,	what	this	verse	means,	what	this	verse	does	not	
mean,	and	be	able	to	explain	why.	

In	order	to	do	this,	let	us	understand	what	the	controversy	is.	Here’s	what	some	are	“common	
taters”	think:	

“He	who	hath	 planted	 Christianity	 in	 the	world	will	 preserve	 it	 as	 long	 as	 the	world	
stands.	 Christ	 will	 have	 a	 church	 till	 the	 mystery	 of	 God	 shall	 be	 finished	 and	 the	
mystical	body	completed.	The	church	is	built	upon	a	rock,	and	the	gates	of	hell	shall	not	
prevail	against	it.”	

“The	work	 of	 grace	 is	 a	 good	work,	 a	 blessed	work;	 for	 it	makes	 us	 good,	 and	 is	 an	
earnest	of	good	to	us.	 It	makes	us	 like	God,	and	fits	us	 for	the	enjoyment	of	God.	That	
may	well	be	called	a	good	work	which	does	us	the	greatest	good.”	

“So	 as	 to	 the	 particular	 work	 here	 meant,	 the	 perfecting	 of	 their	 fellowship	 in	 the	
Gospel.	As	God	cast	not	off	Israel	forever,	though	chastening	them	for	a	time,	so	He	will	
not	cast	off	the	spiritual	Israel.”	

“The	good	work	is	the	one	great	and	perpetual	work	of	God	for	our	salvation”	

“So	Paul	is	not	saying	that	God’s	work	in	our	lives	is	automatic.	What	he	is	saying	is	that	
work	already	done	for	Christ	can	and	in	this	case	will	have	ongoing	impact	for	years	to	
come.”		
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“He	would	preserve	and	carry	on	that	 internal	 and	spiritual	work	 in	the	 fruits	of	 real	
Christians,	and	not	 leave	 it	 imperfect,	but	would	make	 it	perfect,	or	perfect,	 establish,	
strengthen,	 and	 settle	 them	 in	 it,	 those	words	 being	 of	 the	 same	 import	 in	 Scripture	
with	perform	it,	connoting	the	difficulty	of	it.”	

“While	salvation	from	the	penalty	of	sin	happens	at	the	moment	a	person	accepts	Christ,	
the	process	of	becoming	more	 like	Christ	is	exactly	 that:	a	process.	Paul	 is	completely	
sure	 that	 this	 sanctification	will	 continue	 in	 the	 lives	of	 these	believers.	 In	particular,	
this	 assurance	 is	 grounded	 in	 the	work	 of	 Jesus	 Christ.	 In	 other	words,	 Paul	 has	 no	
doubts	about	their	salvation	and	their	faithful	service	to	Christ.”	

“The	 fact	 that	 God	 is	 at	 work	 in	 his	 people,	 changing	 the	 thought	 patterns	 and	
preference	of	our	sinful	nature,	so	that	we	love	what	He	loves,	retooling	the	grooves	in	
our	 brain,	 knitting	 together	 the	 complex	 strands	 of	 our	 emotional	 wounds	 with	
infinitely	 greater	 skill	 than	 the	 world's	 foremost	 micro-surgeon--there's	 no	 greater	
promise	than	this.	It	is	nothing	other	than	the	New	Covenant	promise	of	Ezekiel	36:26-
27:	'I	will	give	you	a	new	heart	and	put	a	new	spirit	within	you,	I	will	remove	the	heart	
of	stone	from	your	flesh	and	give	you	a	heart	of	flesh.	And	I	will	put	my	Spirit	within	you	
and	cause	you	to	walk	in	my	statutes.”	

Condensed:	

1. This	is	about	the	church	having	its	success	until	the	end.	

2. God	begins	and	completes	the	process	of	making	us	good.	

3. Even	if	you	are	in	discipline,	God	will	not	cast	you	off	forever.	
4. Salvation	was	begun	by	God	and	He	will	see	it	through.	

5. The	work	that	is	done	in	the	life	of	the	believer	will	have	perpetual	impact.	
6. Real	Christians	will	develop	into	mature	and	settled	Christians.	

7. The	sanctification	process	will	continue	throughout	our	entire	lives.	

8. God	 begins	 and	 will	 complete	 the	 retooling	 of	 our	 thoughts	 and	 actions	 unto	
holiness.	

What	is	the	process?	

1. Translation	–	to	the	best	of	our	ability,	what	does	it	literally	say?	

2. Contextual	interpretation	–	what	did	this	passage	mean	to	the	audience?	

3. Interpretation	verification		
a. Immediate	–	Does	the	interpretation	fit	in	the	immediate	context?	

b. Book	–	Does	the	interpretation	fit	the	context	of	the	entire	letter?	
c. Author	–	Does	the	interpretation	fit	the	context	of	the	authors	other	passages?	

d. Contemporary	–	Does	the	interpretation	fit	the	greater	context	of	the	New	Testament?	

e. Holistic	–	Does	the	interpretation	fit	into	the	character	and	will	of	God?	
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f. Teacher	support	–	What	does	your	pastor/teacher	say	about	your	conclusions?	

4. Theological	backstop	–	If	an	interpretation	is	not	in	alignment	with	our	theology,	reevaluate	
the	text	and	interpretation.	If	the	translation,	interpretation,	and	verification	hold	up,	carefully	
and	deliberately	consider	changing	our	theology.	

Translation	

“Having	been	persuaded	of	this	also,	that	the	one	who	had	begun	in	you	a	good	work,	he	will	
complete	unto	day	of	Christ	Jesus.	“	

What	is	the	main	sentence?	

There	is	only	one	verb	–	will	complete,	the	“he”	is	understood	(3rd	person	singular	future	active	
indicative).	What	will	he	complete?	That	which	he	had	begun.	The	inference	in	English	is	correct.	

“The	one	who	had	begun	a	good	work	in	you”	must	be	God.	Not	even	Paul	can	say	this	about	
himself.	Future	active	indicative	verbs	are	God’s	promises.	The	participle	is	in	the	aorist	mood.	
This	indicates	that	the	action	implied	is	prior	to	(obviously)	the	main	verb	and	was	a	single	point	
in	time.	

The	aorist	is	important	here.	This	is	referring	to	a	good	work	that	is	not	current	but	simply	had	
its	beginning	at	a	certain	point	in	time	in	the	past.	Paul	could	have	said	“the	one	doing	in	you.”	
This	would	imply	the	actions	are	current	and	perpetual.	Instead	it	is	simply	at	a	point	in	time.	

Work	is	in	the	singular	–	This	implies	a	single	function,	not	a	list	of	works.	

Having	been	persuaded	is	a	perfect	active	participle.	This	indicates	that	Paul	in	the	past	had	been	
persuaded	of	something	and	that	persuasion	has	had	a	perpetual	effect.	

This	same	thing,	in	my	evaluation	of	this	construction,	does	not	refer	back	to	verse	5.	Instead	this	is	
used	to	introduce	the	affirmation	of	the	rest	of	verse	6.	

Let’s	put	this	back	into	the	context	–		

Paul	thanks	God	in	every	remembrance	of	the	Philippians	(how?)	

Always	offering	prayer	with	joy	in	every	prayer	for	the	Philippians	(why?)	

In	consideration	of	their	participation	in	the	Gospel		

Being	confident	that	the	good	work	that	God	began	will	be	completed	

Because	of	their	heart	toward	Paul	

The	contextual	interpretation	indicates	that	Paul	is	placing	a	strong	piece	of	doctrinal	understanding	
in	the	praise	and	encouragement	of	the	Philippian	church.	

Paul	has	a	lot	to	be	thankful	for.	Verse	6	is	not	about	what	they	have	done	or	what	he	anticipates	
them	doing.	This	verse	is	all	about	what	God	has	done	and	will	complete;	this	is	what	the	verse	
says.	

Good	works	of	man	–	The	good	work	in	verse	6	cannot	be	referring	to	their	steadfast	service	to	the	
gospel,	Nowhere	in	Scripture	is	good	works	done	by	a	believer	ever	attributed	as	the	work	of	the	
Lord.	
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Romans	13:3;	2nd	Corinthians	9:7-8;	Colossians	1:10;	1st	Timothy	2:9-10;	2nd	Timothy	3:16-17;	
Titus	3:8		

What	is	God’s	good	work	that	He	has	begun	that	he	will	complete?	

The	term	having	begun	is	the	word	“ἐνάρχω	enarchō”	and	is	only	found	one	other	time	(Galatians	
3:3).	Here	also,	we	see	that	the	Galatians	church	“began”	by	means	of	the	Spirit.	

At	the	same	time	the	term	for	completion	is	“ἐπιτελέω	epiteleō”	and	is	also	found	in	Galatians	3:3.	
The	work	that	was	begun	and	will	be	completed	is	the	spiritual	work	of	God.	We	cannot	complete	
it;	on	this	side	of	eternity,	we	can	only	grow	in	respect	to	our	initiation	and	our	completion.	But	we	
are	not	helping	God	along	the	way.	We	can	only	function	in	alignment	with	who	we	are,	or	we	can	
function	in	opposition	to	who	we	are.	But	we	are	confident	that	if	God	started	this	work,	He	will	
complete	it.	However	we	must	not	equate	the	work	of	God	to	our	function	in	this	flesh.	

The	work	of	the	Lord	–	There	is	one	passage	that	states	what	the	work	of	the	Lord	is.	We	could	go	
back	into	the	Gospels	and	see	the	works	of	Christ	while	in	the	flesh,	but	we	will	skip	to	the	
spiritual	nature	of	the	work	of	the	Lord:	

1st	Corinthians	15:50-58	

	

  


