
John	the	Apostle	

I. Early	life	-	Little	is	known	about	the	early	life	of	John.	His	father	was	named	Zebedee	and	he	had	a	
brother	called	James	(Mt	4:21).	In	Matthew,	Mary	Magdalene,	Mary	the	mother	of	James	and	Joseph,	
and	“the	mother	of	the	sons	of	Zebedee”	are	listed	as	the	women	at	the	cross	(Mt	27:56).	Mark	names	
the	two	Marys	and	adds	Salome	(Mk	15:40),	so	it	appears	that	this	may	be	the	name	of	John’s	mother.	If	
Matthew	and	Mark	are	naming	the	same	women	that	John	does,	then	Salome	was	Jesus’	“mother’s	
sister”	(Jn	19:25).	This	would	make	John	a	cousin	of	Jesus.		

II. Call	of	John	–	John	was	one	of	the	first	disciples	called	by	Jesus	at	the	Sea	of	Galilee	(Mt	4:21,	22;	Mark	
1:19,	20).	It	is	also	possible	that	he	was	the	unnamed	companion	of	Andrew	who	was	following	John	the	
Baptist	and	one	the	first	two	to	follow	Jesus	(John	1:35–37).		

III. Son	of	Thunder	–	John	is	one	of	the	sons	of	Zebedee	and	may	have	been	younger	than	his	brother	James	
since	he	is	usually	mentioned	after	James.	Together	with	their	father,	John	and	James	were	fishermen	
when	Jesus	called	them.	According	to	Mark,	Jesus	gave	the	two	brothers	the	Aramaic	surname	
Boanerges,	translated	as	“sons	of	thunder”	(Mark	3:17).	Perhaps	this	had	to	do	with	their	temperament	
or	zealous	activity	(Mark	9:38-41;	Luke	9:51-56).	The	history	of	John	in	the	Gospels	shows	us	a	zealous	
and	loyal	follower	of	Jesus.	He	is	not	depicted	as	gentle	and	considerate.	He	had	confidence	and	a	
passionate	conviction	that	Jesus	was	the	Messiah.	

IV. Importance	of	John	–	John	was	an	important	member	of	Jesus’	inner	circle.	He	was	selected	to	be	with	
Jesus	on	some	great	occasions.	Toward	the	close	of	Jesus’	ministry,	we	find	John	coming	to	Jesus	with	
Peter,	James,	and	Andrew	to	ask	when	the	end	would	come	and	what	the	sign	would	be	(Mark	13:3,	4).	
Jesus	took	only	these	three	into	the	house	of	Jairus	when	he	brought	the	man’s	daughter	back	to	life	
(Mark	5:35-43).	John	and	Peter	went	to	prepare	the	Passover	meal	(Luke	22:8).	Before	His	arrest,	John	
was	one	of	three	that	Jesus	took	to	pray	with	Him	in	the	Garden	of	Gethsemane	(Mt	26:36-38;	Mark	
14:33).	In	the	time	of	great	difficulty,	Jesus	brought	along	Peter,	James,	and	John.	Was	this	so	that	they	
could	comfort	Him	in	His	humanity	or	so	He	could	give	them	valuable	teaching	moments?		

V. Transfiguration	–	Mark	9:1-8	(Matt	17:1-11;	Luke	9:28-36)	–	Jesus	wanted	to	show	His	true	nature	to	just	
three	persons.		Peter,	James,	and	John	went	to	a	mountaintop	and	Jesus	was	transfigured.	Then	Moses	
and	Elijah	appeared	and	were	talking	with	Jesus.	

VI. The	Crucifixion	

a. John,	in	an	emotional	state,	was	leaning	on	Jesus	at	the	last	supper	(John	13:23).	

b. He	asked	Jesus	who	was	to	betray	Him	and	Jesus	gave	John	information	(John	13:24-26).	

c. John	does	not	self-identify	in	the	Gospel.	During	Jesus’	trial,	it	appears	that	John	went	into	the	trial	
with	Jesus	(John	18:15-16).	The	details	of	the	trial	are	very	descriptive.				

d. At	the	cross,	Jesus	saw	“the	disciple	whom	He	loved”	and	gave	him	charge	over	his	mother	(John	
19:25-27).	James	and	Jude	join	the	number	later	on,	but	it	appeared	that	John	was	still	responsible	
for	Mary.	This	may	also	explain	why	John’s	mother	was	nearby.			



VII. John	and	the	Resurrection	–	John	20:1-20	(Luke	24:1-35)	After	the	crucifixion	of	the	Jesus,	John’s	location	
is	not	mentioned.		What	we	do	know	is	that	John	was	not	waiting	outside	the	tomb	waiting	for	the	
resurrection.	Mary	Magdalene	told	John	that	Jesus	was	not	in	the	tomb.	John	and	Peter	ran	to	the	tomb;	
John	was	faster	and	beat	Peter	to	the	tomb	but	did	not	go	in	right	away.	Instead,	he	stooped	down	and	
was	carefully	investigating	the	scene.		When	he	did	enter	the	tomb,	John	saw	and	believed	(John	20:8-
10).			

VIII. Post	Resurrection	

a. John	seems	to	follow	Peter	but	was	also	the	most	eager	to	recognize	Jesus	(John	21:7).				

b. John	and	Peter	(Peter	with	the	lead)	are	the	ones	who	are	primarily	instrumental	in	the	early	part	
in	Acts	(Acts	3:1-10;	4:1-22).	

c. John	and	Peter	were	the	first	to	go	to	Samaria	when	they	believed	in	Jesus	(Acts	8:14-17).		

d. James	(one	of	the	three),	the	brother	of	John,	was	the	first	apostle	to	be	martyred	(Acts	12:1-3).	

IX. Outside	of	Revelation	(where	John	is	on	Patmos),	the	rest	of	the	information	is	based	on	church	
tradition.	This	cannot	be	taken	as	absolute,	but	it	can	give	us	some	insights.	

a. After	the	death	of	Mary,	John	is	said	to	have	moved	to	northern	Turkey	and	eventually	to	Ephesus.	
There	is	little	evidence	for	this	but	there	is	nothing	contradicting	it	either.	

b. According	to	Tertullian	(155-240),	John	was	banished	to	Patmos	after	they	tried	to	execute	him	by	
boiling	him	in	oil	but	suffered	no	harm.	

c. Tradition	states	that	John	had	a	disciple	named	Polycarp	who	became	the	Bishop	of	Smyrna	(East	
of	Ephesus).	He	then	trained	Irenaeus	and	told	him	stories	about	John.		

d. John	was	supposedly	released	from	Patmos	and	died	sometime	after	AD	98	in	Ephesus.	

X. Conclusion	–	Clearly	John	was	an	important	figure	the	Gospels	and	a	pillar	of	the	apostles	(Galatians	2:9).	
John	does	not	speak	of	himself	and	normally	let	Peter	take	the	attention.	But	John	is	always	right	there,	
is	involved,	and	suffers	persecution	at	the	hands	of	the	Jews.	Perhaps	early	on	John	may	have	been	more	
the	thinker	than	an	overt	leader.	Or	perhaps	it	was	Christ-like	humility	that	led	him	to	stay	in	the	
background.	The	Gospel	of	John	is	instrumental	to	the	clarity	of	the	gospel	and	his	letters	give	us	insight	
to	the	early	problems	in	the	church.	Of	course,	his	most	unique	contribution	is	the	recording	of	
Revelation.	
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BETTER BIBLE STUDY – WORKSHEET 

2nd John 

1. Who wrote this book?  

The elder – the Apostle John – The identity will be discussed later. 

2. To whom is the book addressed?  

To the elect lady and her children. The debate concerning the addressee is more unsettled than 
that of the identity of the author. However, in my evaluation this is easily settled.  

There are two questions. Is “lady” a euphemism for a church or an actual lady? Is “children” the 
woman’s literal children or does it refer to the members of the church?” 

There are generally four theories (a) the letter is addressed to a Christian lady named Electa, (b) 
the letter is addressed to a Christian lady named Kyria, (c) the letter is addressed to an 
unnamed Christian lady; the address in this case means simply “Dear lady.”  

(a) The reference in v. 13 seems to indicate conclusively that ἐκλεκτῇ (eklektē, “elect”) in 
v. 1 is an adjective, not a proper name. 

(b) There is no evidence that this has ever been a proper name for anyone. 

(c) The letter is set up as a collective. If the letter were to a woman and her children, the 
letter would have been consistently to the woman only and not a collective. 

John switches between the singular and plural in the letter. The plural is used in 
verses 6, 8, 10, and12 (you all heard; you all walk; watch yourselves, do not receive, 
to write to you all). 

Also, there seems no reason to be vague. If this is to a person, why not address this 
to a specific name? 

This brings us to theory (d), that “elect lady” refers to a specific church (core leadership) that is 
well known to the author and “your children” refers to the flock (perhaps believers that have 
come to believe in Jesus through their work in the Lord). This is where I lean. 

Starting with children, the noun is “τέκνον teknon.” John uses this word in his letters (John 1-3) 
sixteen times. If this were being used literally, as the offspring of a person, this would be the 
only time it is used this way in John’s letters. 

1st John 2:1; 3:18; 5:21; 3rd John 4 

Lady is “κυρία kuria,” which is the feminine form for “κύριος kurios,” meaning lord. In the Greek 
language, this does not mean “lordess.” The literal understanding would be the lady of the 
house. However, used figuratively, this can refer to a collective and, based upon this text, I 
believe this is the situation. 
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This term in the feminine is commonly used in Scripture as an idea of personifying a group 
(1st Peter 5:13; Ephesians 5:25-27). Israel is often referred to in the feminine as well, so this 
is not saying that the feminine reference is to the church but is used toward a collective. This 
is used for identification only; this is not used for characterization. 

The last piece of evidence is in verse 13. The children of your chosen sister, along with the 
other evidence, demonstrates that both lady and sister refer to bodies of believers.   

3. Where was it written?  

This is unknown based upon the context of the letter. The content seems to have been closely 
tied to 1st John but the scenario is different. Because the content is similar yet abbreviated, I 
would place this around the same time as when 1st John was written. If that is true, of which I 
can have no certainty, the location of the writer would be in Jerusalem.  

The traditional location of the writing is Ephesus after John’s release from Patmos. It is possible 
that this is later, seeing that John calls himself the elder and does not speak in the plural 
(speaking for all the apostles). So, even though this content is closely tied to the first epistle, it is 
possible that this is much later and written from a different location. Based upon verse 13, John 
is with a “sister” group of believers. 

4. When was it written? 

Again, borrowing from the context of 1st John, and if this letter was written about the same time 
as 1st John, it would have been early (55-65 AD). However, if the similarities represent just the 
author and not the initial situation, John could have written this letter several years later. 

The most accepted time frame among most commentaries is 90 AD, but both the location and 
time, based upon ecclesiastical data, are based mostly upon conjecture. The date, time, and 
location are largely unknown, but many of the church fathers after the apostles (Eusebius, 
Irenaeus, Alexander, Jerome) all quote this and the other letters and attribute the content to 
John the Apostle. 

5. What was the occasion of the writing? 

Verse 4 states, “I was very glad to find (some) of your children walking in truth.” John received a 
report about the status of this group as “walking in truth.” John then writes a letter in response to 
the report. 

6. What was the purpose for the writing?  

The purpose of this letter was to express the joy that he has in learning of them walking in truth, 
to encourage them in having love for one another, and to instruct them not to accept or even 
entertain heretic teaching. 
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7. What were the circumstances of the author when he wrote?  

The text does not indicate if he is imprisoned (some think John was on the prison island of 
Patmos at this time). Verse 13 indicates he is currently with another body of believers and he is 
planning on visiting this audience soon (12).  

8. What were the circumstances of those to whom he wrote?  

There are not a lot of specific details. We know that there are antichrists who are not 
“acknowledging” that Jesus had come in flesh. Is there a current concern or is this a potential 
problem? The letter describes that they are walking well and warns them not to accept anyone 
who is not teaching Jesus Christ. They are to be rejected. 

Therefore, the problem that is in 1st John (1John 2:26-27) is not yet a problem with the recipients 
of the second letter. But there is a clear and present danger of it happening.  

9. What glimpses does the book give into the life and character of the author?  

John’s words demonstrate that he loves them greatly, he anticipates coming to them, but the 
letter is still vital in case he is delayed or prevented from coming. John is encouraging and very 
stern about false teaching. In verse 9, John states that anyone who does not abide in the 
teaching of Christ does not have God. To say this, the author must have strong confidence that 
his teaching is from God. This is showing John’s apostolic authority. 

10. What are the leading ideas of the book?  

In this very short letter, the word love is used four times, truth four times; the commandment of 
Jesus three times, walk three times, teaching three times, receive three time, and abide two 
times. The repetition of these words indicates that John is not attempting to be cryptic. There is 
a clear message and John is using simple terms and repeated words to convey that message. 

11. What is the central truth of the book?  

To walk in truth and love while abiding in the teaching of Jesus and to forsake false teaching. 

12. What are the characteristics of the book? 

The 2nd and 3rd Epistles of John are the closest examples of a typical Greek letter we have in 
the Greek Scriptures. These were written on papyri (12) with ink, not on a scroll. The length was 
typically a single page as paper was at a premium. Each letter contains less that 300 words 
total. Each letter is written with a simple introduction, body, and a simple conclusion.  

Even though it is short, the letter is encouraging and firm in regard to doctrinal consistency. 

 


