
Colossians	4:7-18		

7-9	–	As	to	all	my	affairs,	Tychicus,	our	beloved	brother	and	faithful	servant	and	fellow	bond-servant	in	the	
Lord,	will	bring	you	information.	For	I	have	sent	him	to	you	for	this	very	purpose,	that	you	may	know	about	
our	circumstances	and	that	he	may	encourage	your	hearts;	and	with	him	Onesimus,	our	faithful	and	beloved	
brother,	who	is	one	of	your	number.	They	will	inform	you	about	the	whole	situation	here.		

10-11	–	Aristarchus,	my	fellow	prisoner,	sends	you	his	greetings;	and	also	Barnabas's	cousin	Mark	(about	
whom	you	received	instructions;	if	he	comes	to	you,	welcome	him);	and	also	Jesus	who	is	called	Justus;	these	
are	the	only	fellow	workers	for	the	kingdom	of	God	who	are	from	the	circumcision,	and	they	have	proved	to	
be	an	encouragement	to	me.		

12-13	–	Epaphras,	who	is	one	of	your	number,	a	bondslave	of	Jesus	Christ,	sends	you	his	greetings,	always	
laboring	earnestly	for	you	in	his	prayers,	that	you	may	stand	perfect	and	fully	assured	in	all	the	will	of	God.	For	
I	testify	for	him	that	he	has	a	deep	concern	for	you	and	for	those	who	are	in	Laodicea	and	Hierapolis.		

14	–	Luke,	the	beloved	physician,	sends	you	his	greetings,	and	also	Demas.		

15	–	Greet	the	brethren	who	are	in	Laodicea	and	also	Nympha	and	the	church	that	is	in	her	house.	When	this	
letter	is	read	among	you,	have	it	also	read	in	the	church	of	the	Laodiceans;	and	you,	for	your	part	read	my	
letter	that	is	coming	from	Laodicea.		

17	Say	to	Archippus,	"Take	heed	to	the	ministry	which	you	have	received	in	the	Lord,	that	you	may	fulfill	it."		

18	I,	Paul,	write	this	greeting	with	my	own	hand.	Remember	my	imprisonment.	Grace	be	with	you.	

Greetings:	

1. Verses	7-9	–	inform	the	readers	that	Tychicus	and	Onesimus	will	update	them	as	to	Paul’s	condition	
2. Verses	10-11	–	lets	the	saints	at	Colossae	who	from	the	Jewish	ilk	they	can	trust.	Perhaps	they	may	

show	up.	If	they	run	into	anyone	else	they	should	be	tested.	
3. Verses	12-13	–	Epaphras	we	know	from	Colossians	1:7.	He	is	also	mentioned	in	Philemon	23	(as	well	as	

Onesimus);	we	know	that	these	two	letters	are	related.	
4. Verse	14	–	Luke,	the	author	of	the	chronological	accounting	of	Jesus	Christ	and	the	Acts	of	the	

Apostles,	is	with	Paul	at	this	time.	
5. Verses	15-16	–	instructions	to	circulate	the	letters	
6. Verse	17	–	This	is	the	elder	of	the	church	in	Colossae	(Philemon	1-2)	
7. Verse	18	-	Personal	salutation	

Observations:	

1. Demonstrates	authenticity,	a	personal	letter	should	have	“personability.”	
2. Provides	context	for	the	occasion	for	the	letter.	
3. Helps	with	locations	and	timing	of	the	letter	
4. Demonstrates	that	there	were	hundreds	and	thousands	of	believers,	both	current	and	those	who	have	

passed	on,	who	are	faithful	to	Jesus	Christ	.	



Tools For Bible Study – Beth Haven Church, Kansas City, Missouri Colossians 

BETTER BIBLE STUDY – WORKSHEET 

Colossians 

1. Who wrote this book?  

Paul the Apostle (1:1) – See Handout (Life of Paul) 

2. To whom is the book addressed?  

To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ at Colossae (1:2). This was a group of believers that 
had very little exposure to Judaism. Those of the circumcision (Jews) are mentioned as coming 
to them and only certain ones should be welcomed. No evidence for significant Jewish believer 
population in Colossae. This church is not mentioned in Acts and the letter indicates that they 
have not personally seen Paul (2:1).    

3. Where was it written?  

In Rome while in prison (4:18). The people involved: Tychicus, Onesimus, Epaphras, and 
Timothy indicate that this letter is written at the same time as Ephesians and Philemon. 
Tychicus, who is mentioned in Acts 20, Ephesians 6, Colossians 4, is Paul’s personal 
representative who will inform them of Paul’s circumstances.  

4. When was it written? 

AD 60-62, during the first initial imprisonment in Rome (Acts 28:30-31) 

5. What was the occasion of the writing? 

Paul has received word from Epaphras that the church has become influenced by or has 
returned to some earthly and pagan thoughts (Colossians 1:7; 2:4,8,18,23). These thoughts and 
beliefs apparently have led to some moral deficiency (Colossians 3:5-10). The problems seem 
to be rooted in various false teaching: Jewish legalism, Greek philosophy, and Eastern 
mysticism. 

6. What was the purpose for the writing?  

God, through Paul, is going to establish His doctrines above any and all other perceived 
religions or worldviews. Jesus is supreme above all gods, all philosophies, and all religious 
practices. Paul is also establishing apostolic authority due to the fact that no apostle has visited 
Colossae and established doctrinal truth. 

7. What were the circumstances of the author when he wrote?  

Paul is in prison but has some freedom to speak to all those who visit. According to Philippians, 
he is even making progress with some of Caesar’s guards. He is not free to leave but he enjoys 
the benefit of being a Roman citizen under house arrest. 
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8. What were the circumstances of those to whom he wrote?  

Colossae is a town that is under a great amount of pagan and mystical influence. They seem to 
have a desire to do what is right even to the point of subjecting themselves to strict religious 
standards. Jews seem also to have come to them confusing the situation even more. 

9. What glimpses does the book give into the life and character of the author?  

Paul demonstrates his love and care, even for those whom he does not know personally. Where 
Ephesians demonstrates a love for those whom he does know, the saints at Colossae have 
never met Paul. Paul informs them of all the personal love that God has for them in the sacrifice 
of Jesus and the love he, himself, has for them. He even sends and a personal messenger to let 
them know how he is doing. 

10. What are the leading ideas of the book?  

True knowledge and wisdom. The supremacy of Jesus Christ. No philosophy, no argument, no 
human reasoning can compare to the truth in Jesus Christ. Legalism is not a means to 
godliness and is not rewardable from the Father.  

11. What is the central truth of the book?  

Jesus is the only God and no other truth is viable. Colossians 1:28 – We proclaim Him, 
admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every 
man complete in Christ. 

12. What are the characteristics of the book? 

This letter is not as brash as others, especially when compared to the doctrinal and legalistic 
error in Galatians. Perhaps Paul has softened or perhaps it was the lack of personal knowledge 
of the people in Colossae. Regardless, Paul is unapologetic for the truth while showing restraint 
and grace to the saints. 

Many points are made which seems to indicate they needed a broad spectrum of both truth and 
instruction while maintaining focus on the truth that Jesus has the supremacy over everything. 

 



Paul	

I. Early	Life	–	Born	both	a	prominent	Jew	and	a	citizen	of	Rome	in	the	city	of	Tarsus	of	
Cilicia.	He	was	educated	and	groomed	for	high	Jewish	prominence	under	Gamaliel	
in	a	very	strict	fashion	(Philippians	3:5;	Acts	22:3,25-28).	

II. Paul’s	Persecution	–	As	a	young	man,	Saul	was	extremely	zealous	for	God	and	
became	a	Pharisee.	It	was	as	a	young	prominent	member	of	the	Pharisaical	unit	
that	Paul	persecuted	followers	of	Jesus,	stood	in	approval	at	the	stoning	of	
Stephen,	and	was	going	house	to	house	imprisoning	Christians	(Acts	7:58-8:3).	
After	many	Christians	began	to	leave	Jerusalem,	Paul	is	given	instructions	and	
authority	to	persecute	Christians	in	Damascus	(Acts	9:1-2).	

III. Jesus	Confronts	Paul	–	When	in	route	to	Damascus,	Jesus	appears	to	Paul	and	
redirects	his	zeal	toward	the	truth.	Paul	testifies	about	Jesus	initially,	but	then	
gets	chased	out.	He	retreats	to	Arabia	for	three	years	where	Jesus	reveals	to	him	
everything	that	he	needs	to	know.	Paul	meets	with	the	apostles	and	then	retreats	
to	Tarsus	(Acts	9:10-25;	Galatians	1:17;	2nd	Corinthians	11:32-33).	

IV. Paul’s	Missionary	Journeys	–	After	about	10	years,	Paul	returns	from	Tarsus	and	
begins	his	mission	to	the	Gentiles.	He	takes	three	missionary	journeys	reaching	
southern	Turkey,	Macedonia,	and	Greece.	After	10	years	of	service,	he	returns	to	
Jerusalem	where	he	is	arrested.	During	these	years	of	service,	he	sets	up	many	
leaders	and	writes	many	letters	of	which	we	now	recognize	and	study	as	God	
inspired	letters	(Acts	10-21).	

V. Paul	is	captured	and	imprisoned	–	While	in	Jerusalem,	Paul	is	taken	prisoner	by	
Roman	soldiers	at	the	behest	of	the	Jews.	After	two	years	imprisoned	in	Caesarea,	
he	appeals	to	Caesar	and	is	transported	to	Rome	and	was	under	house	arrest	for	
two	years	where	he	writes	more	letters	(Acts	22-28).	

VI. Further	missionary	work	-	According	to	church	tradition,	Paul	is	released	and	travels	
to	modern	day	Spain,	France,	and	perhaps	to	the	British	Islands.	He	is	re-
imprisoned	coming	back	to	Rome	and	is	executed	in	AD	66	under	Nero.	It	is	
assumed	that	it	was	at	this	time	he	writes	2nd	Timothy,	his	last	letter	(2nd	Timothy	
4:6-8).						

	



Colossians	-	Outroduction	
At	the	beginning	of	this	study	we	sought	to	discover	the	truth	of	God	through	study	of	this	letter.	Last	hour	we	

revealed	the	basics	of	the	letter	(author,	audience,	date,	occasion,	etc.).	To	properly	conclude	this	letter,	let	us	

look	at	a	few	other	topics.	Along	with	the	overview,	this	lesson	will	help	you	to	read	or	study	on	your	own	

while	remembering	basic	concepts	presented	in	the	book.	

1. Outline	

2. Comparison	to	Ephesians	and	Hebrews	

3. Unique	Characteristics	

4. Key	Doctrines	

5. Theological	Impact	

Outline	

1. Introduction	(1:1-8)	

2. The	person	and	work	of	the	Father	(1:9-13)	

3. The	person	and	work	of	Jesus	Christ	(1:14-23)	

4. The	person	and	work	of	Paul	(1:24-2:5)	

5. Error	and	remedy	(2:6-4:6)	–	So	Walk	in	Him	

a. Not	in	empty	human	philosophy	(2:8-15)	

b. Not	in	empty	legalistic	religion	(2:16-23)	

c. Keep	seeking	the	things	above	(3:1-4)	

d. Put	off	the	old	man	(3:5-9)	

e. Put	on	the	new	man	(3:10-17)	

f. Behavioral	and	verbal	witness	in	all	aspects	of	our	lives	(3:18-4:6)	

6. Personal	salutations	and	instructions	(4:7-18)	

Comparison	to	Ephesians	

	The	most	comparable	letter	is	Ephesians,	in	size	and	in	related	contrasts:	

Colossians	 Ephesians	

Believers	are	complete	in	Christ	 Believers	are	one	in	Christ	

Christ	is	the	head	of	the	church	 All	believers	make	up	the	body	of	Christ	

The	mystery	of	Christ	 The	mystery	of	the	church	

One	that	is	not	normally	compared	to	Colossians	is	the	letter	of	Hebrews.	In	Hebrews,	the	writer	is	dealing	

with	similar	issues:	In	Hebrews,	the	believers	are	being	persuaded	to	return	to	Judaism.	In	Colossians,	the	

believers	are	being	pulled	from	the	truth	in	Christ	by	various	religions	and	philosophies.	Both	writers	use	

Christology	in	order	to	persuade	the	believers	not	to	leave	Christ	because	He	is	the	Creator	and	has	supremacy	

over	any	and	every	religious	system	or	philosophy.		



	Unique	Characteristics	

1. Colossians	is	the	most	Christological	of	all	the	Pauline	letters.	Jesus	is	demonstrated	as	having	

supremacy	in	creation,	in	sustaining	creation,	in	reconciliation	of	mankind	and	all	creation,	and	

in	the	preeminence	of	the	church.	

2. It	gives	one	of	the	strongest	warnings	against	human	reasoning	to	decide	truth	(2:8-10).	One	of	

the	most	problematic	issues	in	Christianity	is	the	problem	of	mixing	human	reasoning	with	

divine	revelation.	Normally	this	begins	with	a	statement	of	revelation	from	God,	and	then	

inference	is	mistakenly	given	the	same	status	as	the	revelation.	

3. There	are	no	direct	quotes	from	the	Hebrew	Scriptures.	This	tells	me	that	the	audience	may	

have	not	been	very	acquainted	with	the	Hebrew	Scriptures.	The	main	topic	is	the	revelation	of	

the	attributes	of	Jesus	Christ	versus	that	of	human	thought.	

Key	Doctrines	

Prayer		

1:3-11	–	Paul’s	prayer	for	the	saints	at	Colossae	

4:2-4	–	Paul’s	request	for	prayer	

Christology	(1:13-22;	2:1-3,9-10,13-15)	

In	Him	we	have	redemption,	forgiveness,	reconciliation,	holiness,	and	blamelessness.	

He	is	the	image	of	the	invisible,	the	authority	over	all	creation,	the	creator	of	all	things,	the	

sustainer	of	all	things,	the	single	leader	of	the	church,	and	the	embodiment	of	God.	

In	Him	the	fullness	of	Deity	dwells	(2:9).	

He	is	the	source	of	wisdom	and	knowledge	(2:2-3).	

The	substance	belongs	to	Jesus	Christ	(2:16-17).	

He	is	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Father	(3:1-2).	

He	is	our	hope	in	glory	(3:4).	

Jesus	was	exceedingly	gracious	to	us	in	our	guilt	(3:13).	

Theological	Impact	

We	are	nearly	2,000	years	removed	from	this	letter,	yet	it	still	holds	true	for	our	society	as	well.	Many	

within	Christendom	today	advocate	for	unity	at	the	cost	of	truth	and	mysticism	instead	of	the	Word.	

The	means	by	which	they	arrive	at	their	conclusion	is	the	same	problem	we	find	in	the	Book	of	

Colossians.	This	letter	helps	to	refocus	us	to	being	Christ	centered.	The	challenge	is	to	stop	trying	to	

reason	through	this	life	(using	human	reasoning)	and	depend	upon	God’s	truth	through	Jesus	Christ.	


