
Colossians	2:8-12	–	See	to	it	that	no	one	takes	you	captive	through	philosophy	and	
empty	 deception,	 according	 to	 the	 tradition	 of	 men,	 according	 to	 the	 elementary	
principles	of	the	world,	rather	than	according	to	Christ.	For	in	Him	all	the	fullness	of	
Deity	dwells	in	bodily	form,	and	in	Him	you	have	been	made	complete,	and	He	is	the	
head	 over	 all	 rule	 and	 authority;	 and	 in	 Him	 you	 were	 also	 circumcised	 with	 a	
circumcision	made	without	 hands,	 in	 the	 removal	 of	 the	 body	 of	 the	 flesh	 by	 the	
circumcision	of	Christ;	having	been	buried	with	Him	 in	baptism,	 in	which	you	were	
also	 raised	up	with	Him	through	 faith	 in	 the	working	of	God,	who	raised	Him	 from	
the	dead.	

Review:	

This	section	of	Scripture	revolves	around	the	command,	“Beware,	there	shall	not	be	any	of	you	who	are	
taken	as	plunder.”	The	means	of	those	who	are	attempting	to	take	believers	captive	(in	Colossae)	are	by	
philosophy	and	empty	deception	which	is	according	to	the	doctrines	passed	down	by	men	as	well	as	
rudimentary	rules	and	ideas.	

The	antithesis	to	this	is	to	be	“according	to	Christ.”	Verses	9-15	are	the	reasons	we	are	to	be	according	to	
Christ	and	not	be	taken	as	plunder.	

I. Because	in	Christ	all	the	fullness	of	the	Godhead	dwells	bodily	
II. Because	you	are	in	Him		

The	second	point	(because	you	are	in	Him)	has	5	sub	points.	Taking	all	of	this	together,	we	have	seven	
reasons.	The	next	five	reasons	are	“Because	you	are	in	Him”:	

1. Having	been	fully	accomplished	
2. Who	is	the	head	of	all	rule	and	authority	
3. In	whom	you	have	been	circumcised	with	a	circumcision	not	with	hands	–	Reason	5*	

A. in	the	stripping	off	of	the	body	of	the	flesh	
B. by	means	of	the	circumcision	of	Christ	

4. Having	been	buried	with	Him	in	the	baptism	–	Reason	6*	
5. In	which	you	were	raised	up	with	Him		-	Reason	7*	

A. Through	the	faith		
B. Of	the	work	of	God	(the	One	having	raised	Him	from	the	dead)	

Reason	5*	

In	Him	you	were	also	circumcised	with	a	circumcision	made	without	hands,	in	the	removal	of	the	body	of	
the	flesh	by	the	circumcision	of	Christ	–		

1. When	one	believes	in	Jesus,	that	person	is	placed	in	Him.	
2. Jesus	then	circumcises	Him,	not	in	the	flesh	but	a	spiritual	circumcision.	
3. We	do	not	feel	this;	this	is	a	truth	that	is	used	for	the	comparison	of	the	fleshly	example	of	

circumcision,	which	accomplishes	nothing	in	regard	to	Jesus	Christ.	



4. The	circumcision	separated	the	believer	from	the	taskmaster,	the	flesh.	
5. Now	a	believer	is	able	to	serve	and	please	God			

Reason	6*	

Having	been	buried	with	Him	in	baptism		

This	baptism	is	not	water	baptism.	This	is	identification	with	Jesus	Christ,	His	death	and	His	burial.	When	a	
person	believes	in	Jesus,	God	sees	him	as	having	died	with	Jesus.	Because	we	have	died	to	the	flesh,	to	the	
sin	nature,	that	means	we	are	free	from	sin	and	law,	that	is	that	we	no	longer	have	to	sin—we	no	longer	
have	to	submit	to	rules	and	restrictions.	Rules	and	restrictions	(The	Law	or	any	other	law)	do	not	make	one	
righteous	in	God’s	sight	nor	does	following	rules	make	one	more	acceptable	to	God.	

In	Colossians,	the	point	is	not	the	death	and	burial	but	the	resurrection.	

Exposition:	

Reason	7*	

In	which	you	were	also	raised	up	with	Him	through	faith	in	the	working	of	God,	who	raised	Him	from	the	
dead	–	Since	Christ	was	raised	from	the	dead,	and	we	are	identified	with	Jesus	in	His	death	and	we	are	also	
identified	with	His	resurrection.		

Being	identified	with	Jesus,	we	are	not	to	live	like	those	who	are	dead	but	live	in	accordance	with	our	
reality,	which	will	continue	to	be	explained	in	the	rest	of	the	chapter	and	into	Chapter	3	(Colossians	3:1-4).	

The	reality	of	believers	being	raised	with	Christ	is	one	of	the	most	significant	points	Paul	makes	in	his	
letters	to	the	churches.	

Romans	5	–	In	this	section,	Paul	emphasizes	the	point	that	because	we	are	raised	with	Him,	we	are	saved	
from	the	wrath	of	God.	Being	in	Christ	shields	believers	from	the	wrath	of	God	because	of	our	sin	nature	
and	our	particular	sin.	We	have	peace	with	God,	not	because	of	what	we	do	or	what	we	avoid	but	because	
of	who	Christ	is.	Because	Jesus	is	raised	from	the	dead	and	we	with	Him,	we	have	received	the	
reconciliation,	we	have	received	the	free	gift.	

2nd	Corinthians	5	–	Because	Christ	has	died	and	has	been	resurrected	and	we	are	identified	with	Christ,	we	
are	to	live	according	to	the	Spirit	and	not	the	flesh.	

Ephesians	2	–	Because	we	have	been	raised	up	with	Him	we	have	been	seated	with	Christ	in	the	
heavenlies.	We	have	been	shown	the	amazing	surplus	of	His	grace	which	has	been	gifted	to	us.		

In	Colossians,	Paul	answers	how	we	were	raised	up	with	Him.	

…Through	the	faith…	the	definite	article	creates	a	more	definitive	understanding.	“The	faith”	means	
that	this	information	is	transmitted	by	God	through	the	Apostles	so	that	we	could	receive	it	by	hearing	
and	believing	the	message.	



The	faith	here	has	specific	a	object;	this	is	not	general	biblical	doctrines	but	“of	the	act/work	of	God.”	
What	is	the	work	of	God	in	this	context?	The	final	clause	specifies	the	work.	The	articular	participle	
indicates	“the	one	who	raised	Him	from	the	dead.”	

Based	upon	the	fact	of	God	performing	the	resurrection	and	that	doctrine	is	believed,	we	also	were	
raised	up	with	Him.	When	the	Gospel	is	believed,	there	are	no	less	than	30	spiritual	truths	bestowed	
upon	the	believer	(adoption	as	sons,	sealed	with	the	Holy	spirit,	indwelling	of	the	Triune	God,	
reconciliation,	etc.).	One	of	those	realities	is	that	we	are	raised	up	with	Jesus	Christ.	

This	is	the	main	reason	why	we	are	to	be	“according	to	Jesus	Christ.”	Why	would	we	return	to	the	
things	that	harm	us,	enslave	us,	and	dishonor	God?	(Colossians	3:1-4)		

What	God	has	done	in	raising	Jesus	Christ	has	an	impact	upon	who	we	are.	Who	we	are	encourages	us	
to	act	in	alignment	with	our	identity.	

Ephesians	5:6-8	–	Parallel	Passage	

Ephesians	4:11-16	–	How	do	we	prevent	ourselves	from	being	taken	as	plunder?	We	need	to	become	
strong	in	the	doctrines	of	God,	strong	in	biblical	truth	(Ephesians	4:1-6).	

	



Colossians	 2:13-15	 –	 When	 you	 were	 dead	 in	 your	 transgressions	 and	 the	
uncircumcision	of	your	flesh,	He	made	you	alive	together	with	Him,	having	forgiven	
us	 all	 our	 transgressions,	 having	 canceled	 out	 the	 certificate	 of	 debt	 consisting	 of	
decrees	 against	 us,	 which	 was	 hostile	 to	 us;	 and	 He	 has	 taken	 it	 out	 of	 the	 way,	
having	nailed	 it	 to	 the	cross.	When	He	had	disarmed	the	rulers	and	authorities,	He	
made	a	public	display	of	them,	having	triumphed	over	them	through	Him.	

Textual	Notes:	

1. Verse	13	begins	with	“καὶ.”	This	indicates	that	this	is	a	continuation	of	the	previous	thought.	Verse	
13	is	a	restatement	of	verse	12,	but	the	content	of	verse	12-15	is	the	doctrinal	truth	for	why	“no	
one	is	to	act	as	your	judge	in	regard	to”	Law	principles.	

2. There	is	one	main	sentence	in	verses	13-15	–	“He	has	made	you	alive	together	with	Him(v13),”	the	
rest	of	the	verses	explain	how	Jesus	performed	this	act.		

3. The	content	surrounding	this	basic	sentence	encompasses	the	details	to	understand	the	
circumstance	and	the	means	for	how	He	made	us	alive	together	with	Him.			

4. Verse	8-15	is	one	long	perpetual	idea	that	keeps	expanding.	Verse	16	provides	the	next	command	
in	light	of	the	doctrines	being	explained.				

Translation:	

And	you,	while	being	dead	 in	 the	offenses	and	 in	 the	 foreskin	of	your	 flesh,	He	made	you	alive	 together	
with	 Him,	 having	 been	 gracious	 to	 us	 in	 all	 the	 offenses	 having	wiped	 away	 that	which	 is	 against	 us	 in	
written	decrees	which	was	being	held	against	us,	also	He	has	taken	it	out	of	our	midst	having	nailed	it	to	the	
cross,	having	stripped	the	rulers	and	the	authorities,	he	made	a	public	display,	having	led	them	in	triumph.	

Exposition:	

Verse	13	–	Again,	the	main	verb	provides	the	basic	sentence	—	“He	made	you	alive	together	with	Him.”	The	
circumstance	for	this	action	by	the	Lord	is:	

“While	you	were	dead.”	The	translation	of	“while”	is	based	upon	the	participle	for	“were.”	This	is	a	“to	be”	
verb	in	an	adverbial	present	participle	form.	Being	dead	has	two	causes—the	first	is	“in	the	offenses.”	This	
word	is	“παράπτωμα	paraptōma”	and	means	to	fall,	an	erroneous	step,	a	failure.	Therefore,	we	were	
dead	because	of	our	failure.	

The	next	cause	is	“in	the	uncircumcision	of	your	flesh.”	Prior	to	Christ,	if	one	desired	to	become	part	of	
God’s	plan,	he	had	to	come	to	Israel	and	become	circumcised	and	be	adopted.	Now	after	Christ,	this	term	
has	come	to	mean	“your	natural	state.”	They	are,	by	nature,	sinners	having	no	benefit	of	being	raised	with	
the	truth	of	God	(Galatians	2:15;	Romans	3:1-2).	The	natural	state	of	man	is	being	separated	from	God,	not	
because	of	personal	sin	but	because	we	all	bare	the	curse	of	Adam’s	sin.	

This	first	half	of	verse	13	indicates	the	two	reasons	we	are	dead:	personal	failure	and	born	into	a	sinful	
state.	Having	that	understood,	we	now	see	the	bad	news;	we	now	receive	the	good	news.	



We	restate	the	main	verb,	“He	made	you	alive	together	with	Him,”	but	now	see	the	means	for	this	action.	

“having	forgiven	us	all	our	transgressions;”	“having	wiped	away	that	which	is	against	us;”	“having	nailed	it	
to	the	cross;”	“having	disarmed	the	rulers	and	authorities.”		

Dealing	with	the	first	clause,	“having	forgiven	us	all	our	transgression,”	there	is	a	need	for	a	word	
discussion.	The	word	for	forgive	here	is	“χαρίζομαι	charizomai.”	This	is	another	verb	form	of	the	main	verb	
“χαίρω	chairō.”	The	word	group	has	various	meanings:	be	glad,	joy,	gift,	give	freely,	bestow	favor	upon,	
and	grace.	This	verb	means	“to	give	freely	as	favor,”	“to	act	in	a	gracious	manner,”	“to	show	kindness.”		

The	normal	word	translated	forgive	is	“ἀφίημι	aphiēmi”	and	forgiveness	is	“ἄφεσις	aphesis.”	It	means	to	
release,	to	send	away,	to	release	from	obligation,	to	remit.		

In	English,	the	word	forgive	means	to	“stop	feeling	angry	or	resentful	toward	(someone)	for	an	offense,	
flaw,	or	mistake”	or	“to	not	hold	an	offense	against	a	person”	or	“to	cancel	a	debt.”	The	etymology	of	
this	word	does	have	an	idea	of	grace,	of	giving	in	spite	of	offense,	but	that	is	not	thought	of	in	modern	
English.		

The	verb	“χαρίζομαι	charizomai”	indicates	that	while	the	circumstances	were	not	favorable,	favor	was	still	
bestowed.	In	the	context	of	Colossians,	while	we	were	failing,	He	showed	underserved	kindness.	That	
kindness	is	making	us	alive	(Romans	5:6-8).	

This	word	is	regularly	translated	freely	given:	Romans	8:32;	Galatians	3:18;	Philippians	2:9	

Why	is	this	distinction	important?		

The	same	word	is	used	in	Colossians	3:13	(Ephesians	4:32).	“Bearing	with	one	another,	and	act	
graciously	toward	each	other,	whoever	has	a	complaint	against	anyone;	just	as	the	Lord	acted	
graciously	toward	you,	so	also	should	you.”	

Which	is	easier,	to	forgive	someone	for	a	failure	(an	offense)	or	to	act	graciously,	to	give	generously	to	
someone	who	has	failed	you	(offended	you)?	

Verse	14	–	remember	that	this	is	not	a	new	idea	but	a	continuation	as	to	the	means	of	the	action,	“He	made	
you	alive	together	with	Him…having	wiped	away	the	certificate	of	debt	consisting	of	decrees	against	us.”		

This	phrase	has	been	analyzed	by	many	grammars	“certificate	of	indebtedness,	bill	of	indictment,	record	of	
debt.”	The	question	that	we	need	to	ask	is,	“Is	this	figurative	or	is	Paul	referring	to	something	specific?”	

The	word	for	decree	is	used	in	another	form	in	Colossians	2:20.	We	can	also	see	this	in	word	in	Ephesians	
2:15.	What	is	used	to	accuse	people	of	failing;	what	do	we	fail	against?	This	is	in	reference	to	the	Law	or	
law	systems	(Romans	7:7-12;	Galatians	3:10-13).		

What	we	see	is	that	the	Law,	even	though	it	is	holy	and	good,	it	is	a	death	sentence	for	us.	When	
compared	to	the	Law	or	any	law,	we	fail.	So,	what	we	try	to	live	by	actually	becomes	a	vice.	It	is	used	to	
accuse	us	of	wrongdoing;	it	cannot,	by	its	nature,	prove	that	anyone	is	good	because	we	all	fail.	



God,	through	Paul,	is	saying	that	the	Law	itself,	that	which	is	used	to	accuse	us,	is	cancelled	out	and	taken	
it	out	of	the	way,	having	nailed	it	to	the	cross.	He	has	taken	our	sin	and	our	shame.	He	has	taken	our	
accusations	and	died	for	them.	He	has	paid	the	penalty	for	our	failures.	According	to	Hebrews	9-10,	that	
single	act	is	once	for	all.	No	sin,	no	failure,	or	no	rebellion	can	now	be	held	against	us	(Romans	8:31-34).	

Verse	15	–	“He	made	you	alive…having	fully	divested	the	rulers	and	authorities”	

What	is	divested?	In	context,	it	is	the	power.	So,	the	NASB	translates	this	disarmed	and	it	is	a	good	
rendering	of	the	idea	being	presented.	Jesus	stripped	the	authorities	of	their	power	by	taking	the	means	of	
their	power	away,	the	Law.	In	context,	this	has	to	be	spiritual	rulers	and	authorities,	which	we	saw	in	
Colossians	1:13,	16.	Satan	is	the	adversary,	the	destroyer	and	in	Revelation	12:10,	he	is	revealed	as	the	
accuser	of	the	brethren.	The	one	who	accuses	us	is	Satan,	but	Jesus	has	taken	the	means	by	which	he	can	
accuse	us.	If	the	Law	is	no	longer	usable,	what	rule	can	Satan	use	to	say	that	we	have	failed?	If	God	
justified	us,	giving	us	His	righteousness,	then	there	is	no	accusation.	

	

Because	of	this,	Paul	is	going	to	take	the	next	8	verses	to	question	why	if	the	Law	is	cancelled	out,	do	we	
resubmit	ourselves	to	laws,	rules,	regulations	that	are	being	sold	as	a	means	for	righteousness	and	approval	by	
God.	They	are	of	no	value	against	sin.	

We	cannot	focus	on	trying	to	stop	being	bad	by	following	rules.	What	we	need	is	truth,	to	focus	on	the	
character	of	Christ	and	seek	to	do	good.		

	

	


