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Colossians	1:3-12	–	We	give	 thanks	 to	God,	 the	Father	of	our	Lord	 Jesus	Christ,	
praying	always	for	you,	since	we	heard	of	your	faith	 in	Christ	Jesus	and	the	 love	
which	you	have	for	all	the	saints;	because	of	the	hope	laid	up	for	you	in	heaven,	
of	which	you	previously	heard	in	the	word	of	truth,	the	gospel	which	has	come	to	
you,	just	as	in	all	the	world	also	it	is	constantly	bearing	fruit	and	increasing,	even	
as	it	has	been	doing	in	you	also	since	the	day	you	heard	of	it	and	understood	the	
grace	of	God	 in	 truth;	 just	 as	 you	 learned	 it	 from	Epaphras,	 our	 beloved	 fellow	
bond-servant,	 who	 is	 a	 faithful	 servant	 of	 Christ	 on	 our	 behalf,	 and	 he	 also	
informed	us	of	your	love	in	the	Spirit.	For	this	reason	also,	since	the	day	we	heard	
of	 it,	we	have	not	ceased	to	pray	for	you	and	to	ask	that	you	may	be	filled	with	
the	knowledge	of	His	will	 in	all	 spiritual	wisdom	and	understanding,	so	that	you	
will	walk	 in	a	manner	worthy	of	 the	Lord,	 to	please	Him	 in	all	 respects,	bearing	
fruit	 in	every	 good	work	and	 increasing	 in	 the	knowledge	of	God;	 strengthened	
with	 all	 power,	 according	 to	 His	 glorious	 might,	 for	 the	 attaining	 of	 all	
steadfastness	 and	 patience;	 joyously	 giving	 thanks	 to	 the	 Father,	 who	 has	
qualified	us	to	share	in	the	inheritance	of	the	saints	in	Light.		

The	Content	of	Paul’s	Prayer	for	the	Colossians:	

Initial	Observations	

1. Thanks	is	to	God	for	the	others	
2. Paul	is	specific	in	his	thankfulness	
3. Paul	states	the	reason	that	he	is	thankful	to	God	is	for	their	spiritual	success	

a. The	hope	of	eternity	
b. The	word	of	truth	
c. The	gospel	

i. That	is	constantly	in	production		
ii. That	is	ever	increasing	in	the	world	
iii. They	heard	and	understood	it	
iv. They	learned	it	from	Epaphras	

d. Their	love	in	spirit	
4. Paul	is	specific	in	his	requests	for	them	

a. That	they	be	filled		
i. with	knowledge	of	His	will	
ii. with	spiritual	wisdom	
iii. with	understanding	

b. That	they	walk	
i. In	a	worthy	manner	
ii. Pleasing	Him	in	everything	

c. Bearing	fruit	in	every	good	work	
d. Increasing	in	the	knowledge	of	God	

5. Paul	provides	how	this	is	accomplished	
a. Being	enabled	according	to	the	strength	of	His	glory	
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6. Paul	provides	the	desired	results	
a. Unto	all	steadfastness	
b. Unto	all	patience	
c. With	joy	
d. While	giving	thanks	to	the	Father		

Exposition	of	Paul’s	prayer	content	

…because	of	the	hope	laid	up	for	you	in	heaven,	of	which	you	previously	heard	in	the	word	of	truth,	the	
gospel	which	has	come	to	you,	just	as	in	all	the	world	also	it	is	constantly	bearing	fruit	and	increasing,	even	
as	it	has	been	doing	in	you	also	since	the	day	you	heard	of	it	and	understood	the	grace	of	God	in	truth	just	as	
you	learned	it	from	Epaphras,	our	beloved	fellow	bond-servant,	who	is	a	faithful	servant	of	Christ	on	our	
behalf,	and	he	also	informed	us	of	your	love	in	the	Spirit.	

Last	lesson,	we	concluded	these	two	verses	by	speaking	of	the	technical	aspects	of	these	words:	the	hope,	
the	word,	the	truth,	and	the	gospel.	Not	only	do	these	terms	have	various	implications,	but	they	also	are	
connected	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.		

This	passage	indicates	that	Paul	is	recognizing	and	informing	them	that	the	message	of	the	truth	is	having	
great	success	throughout	the	world.	We	reviewed	the	historical	impact	that	the	gospel	had	from	Christ	
through	325	AD.		This	verse	also	leads	us	into	a	discussion	on	evangelism.	We	need	to	see	the	biblical	
method	and	basis	for	evangelism.	We	are	going	to	use	Colossians	as	the	foundation:	hope,	word,	truth.	

1. Sometimes	the	first	method	for	evangelism	is	a	living	a	life	that	exemplifies	the	hope.		
a. 1st	Peter	1:3	
b. 1st	Peter	2:11-12	
c. 1st	Peter	3:13-15	

2. The	basis	for	evangelism	is	truth	
a. ἀλήθεια	alētheia	–	109	times	in	the	Greek	Scriptures	and	188	in	the	Septuagint.	This	is	

comparable	to	grace	and	love	in	usage.	
b. Used	in	John	25	times	(next	highest	is	9	in	1st	John).	John	is	the	one	book	written	to	

unbelievers	so	that	they	might	believe	and	have	life.	
c. The	truth	is	the	message	(John	18:37-38).	This	is	not	about	subjective	truth.	This	is	not	

about	a	feeling.	This	is	not	what	works	or	what	helps.	It	is	true.	
d. Only	Christianity	gives	real	hope	because	real	hope	is	based	on	real	knowledge,	and	

real	knowledge	is	based	on	absolute	truth,	a	sense	of	truth	that	is	more	than	just	what	
is	true	for	you	and	true	for	me.	Today	we	reduce	truth	to	something	that	is	nothing	
more	than	simply	opinion	and	you	can't	have	any	confidence	in	something	that	is	
opinion	based.	When	we	are	confronted	with	biblical	truth,	we	need	to	conform	to	it.	
If	that	is	difficult,	and	it	is,	we	need	to	understand	that	our	perception	is	not	reality.	

e. The	truth	is	that	God	has	a	plan	to	save	a	man	and	mankind	from	the	predicament	that	
we	ourselves	have	caused.	It	is	God	who	must	do	the	saving	and	that	saving	is	by	grace	
through	the	sacrifice	of	Jesus	Christ.		
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3. The	basis	for	evangelism	is	good	news	(the	gospel)	
a. The	gospel	is	not	the	problem	but	the	solution	–	Many	try	to	make	the	knowledge	of	

sin	or	the	acknowledgement	of	sin	part	of	the	gospel.	Is	it	true	that	the	problem	
sometimes	has	to	be	discussed?	Yes.	But	most	people	know	that	there	is	a	need,	that	
there	is	a	sin	and	death	problem.	

b. The	gospel	is	the	good	news.	
i. Two	gospels	

1. Gospel	of	the	Kingdom	–	Exclusive	to	Matthew	and	Mark	
2. The	gospel	of	Jesus/truth;	the	gospel	

a. Initial	proclamation	for	someone	to	be	made	alive	in	Christ	
b. Full	gospel;	Romans	–	four	good	news	messages	

i. Justification	
ii. Results	
iii. Israel/Gentiles	administration	of	God	
iv. Purpose	

ii. The	gospel	of	truth	indicates	that	the	focus	is	on	the	good	news	of	the	gift	of	
God,	the	grace	of	God,	the	salvation	of	God.	

4. The	method		
a. Proclaim	–	speak	out	–	announce		

i. Proclaim	the	Truth		
ii. Proclaim	the	Love	of	God	
iii. Proclaim	the	Grace	of	God	
iv. Proclaim	the	Gospel	of	God	

b. Chronological	Overview	–	Luke	24:13-27	
c. Example	in	Acts	–	Points	to	a	simple	proposition	of	the	truth	of	God	and	His	grace		

i. Acts	9:20-22	
ii. Acts	10:34-44	
iii. Acts	13:16-41	
iv. Acts	16:29-33	
v. Acts	17:22-31	–	Mars	Hill	
vi. Acts	18:24-28	–	Apollos	

d. It	is	not	the	method	or	the	person	that	produces	increase	of	the	gospel,	but	the	truth	
of	the	gospel	is	what	is	powerful.	

e. There	is	no	mechanic	(prayer,	statement,	act,	etc.)	
f. Method	of	proclaiming	the	gospel	is	always	in	word	(verbal	or	written)	from	one	

person	to	another.		

In	Colossae,	they	heard	it	from	Epaphras	who	heard	it	from	Paul.	The	main	role	of	the	church	is	to	have	
some	go	and	proclaim	the	truth,	trying	to	persuade	others	about	the	truth.	The	rest	of	us	are	to	
support	and	be	prepared	to	also	give	a	defense	for	the	hope	that	is	in	us.		
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Colossians	1:3-12	–	We	give	 thanks	 to	God,	 the	Father	of	our	Lord	 Jesus	Christ,	
praying	always	for	you,	since	we	heard	of	your	faith	 in	Christ	Jesus	and	the	 love	
which	you	have	for	all	the	saints;	because	of	the	hope	laid	up	for	you	in	heaven,	
of	which	you	previously	heard	in	the	word	of	truth,	the	gospel	which	has	come	to	
you,	just	as	in	all	the	world	also	it	is	constantly	bearing	fruit	and	increasing,	even	
as	it	has	been	doing	in	you	also	since	the	day	you	heard	of	it	and	understood	the	
grace	of	God	 in	 truth;	 just	 as	 you	 learned	 it	 from	Epaphras,	 our	 beloved	 fellow	
bond-servant,	 who	 is	 a	 faithful	 servant	 of	 Christ	 on	 our	 behalf,	 and	 he	 also	
informed	us	of	your	love	in	the	Spirit.	For	this	reason	also,	since	the	day	we	heard	
of	 it,	we	have	not	ceased	to	pray	for	you	and	to	ask	that	you	may	be	filled	with	
the	knowledge	of	His	will	 in	all	 spiritual	wisdom	and	understanding,	so	that	you	
will	walk	 in	a	manner	worthy	of	 the	Lord,	 to	please	Him	 in	all	 respects,	bearing	
fruit	 in	every	 good	work	and	 increasing	 in	 the	knowledge	of	God;	 strengthened	
with	 all	 power,	 according	 to	 His	 glorious	 might,	 for	 the	 attaining	 of	 all	
steadfastness	 and	 patience;	 joyously	 giving	 thanks	 to	 the	 Father,	 who	 has	
qualified	us	to	share	in	the	inheritance	of	the	saints	in	Light.		

	

After	the	content	of	his	prayers,	Paul	transitions	into	the	work	of	God	through	Jesus	Christ	in	that	he	has	
transferred	us	from	darkness	into	light	having	been	made	to	share	in	the	inheritance	of	the	saints.	

Exposition	of	Paul’s	prayer	content	

We	are	now	in	verse	9	where	Paul	now	shifts	to	his	specific	requests	to	God	on	their	behalf.	This	section	is	
normally	thought	of	as	an	intercessory	prayer.	Verses	10-12	are	the	expected	results	of	this	request.	

…For	this	reason	also,	since	the	day	we	heard	of	it,	we	have	not	ceased	to	pray	for	you	and	to	ask	that	you	
may	be	filled	with	the	knowledge	of	His	will	in	all	spiritual	wisdom	and	understanding…	

The	verse	begins	by	emphasizing	that	it	is	because	of	Epaphras	and	his	report	that	Paul	and	Timothy	are	
aware	of	the	Colossians	and	pray	for	them.	This	seems	to	emphasize	Epaphras	to	them,	probably	to	ensure	
them	of	Epaphras’	relationship	to	Paul	and	his	good	intentions	to	the	saints	at	Colossae	(Colossians	4:12).		

Normally,	we	break	this	up	into	three	separate	requests:	knowledge	of	His	will,	spiritual	wisdom,	and	
understanding.	But	the	text	indicates	that	the	spiritual	wisdom	and	(spiritual)	understanding	is	in	
conjunction	with	the	knowledge	of	His	will.	

The	first	half	of	verse	9	is	straightforward	and	not	difficult	to	translate	or	understand.	“On	account	of	this	
also	from	that	day	we	heard	we	have	not	stopped	praying	and	asking	for	you.”	The	obvious	implication	of	
this	statement	is	that	prayers	and	requests	are	made	to	God.	

The	purpose	of	the	prayer	and	request	centers	around	one	verb,	“πληρόω	plēroō.”	This	is	the	word	for	fill.	
The	basic	lexical	definition	of	this	word	is	“to make full, fill (full); to complete a period of time, fill (up), 
complete; to bring to completion that which was already begun, complete, finish; to bring to a designed 
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end, fulfill; to bring to completion an activity in which one has been involved from its beginning, 
complete, finish.”	

In	Colossians,	this	word	is	used	in	1:25;	2:10;	4:17.	Paul	uses	similar	language	in	Romans	15:14	and	
Ephesians	1:15-18.	What	this	word	indicates	in	this	context	is	that	Paul	desires	for	the	saints	at	
Colossae	to	be	made	complete	in	the	knowledge	of	His	will.	That	is	that	they	are	fully	aware	of	and	
convinced	of	every	aspect	of	His	will	-	to	know	and	know	fully.				

This	also	indicates	that	the	filling	is	not	emotional	in	nature	but	is	knowledge	and	truth	based.	It	does	
not	say	to	feel	His	will	but	to	know	it.	This	type	of	statement	makes	unbelievers	irate.	They	will	say	you	
cannot	know	if	God	is	real;	therefore,	how	can	you	know	what	His	will	is?			

The	world	sees	an	antithesis	between	“faith”	and	“knowledge,”	but	scripturally,	the	doctrines	that	we	
believe	to	be	true	are	the	basis	for	real	knowledge,	true	knowledge	of	the	reality	that	God	Himself	
demonstrated	to	us	by	Jesus	Christ	(Colossians	2:2-3).	Notice	that	after	saying	these	things,	Paul	
contrasts	the	false	knowledge	of	the	world	(Colossians	2:4,8).	

“Knowledge	of	His	will”	is	often	thought	of	a	supernatural	concept,	too	deep	for	words.	Or	it	is	thought	to	
be	too	narrow	so	as	to	think	that	God	will	tell	them	which	grocery	store	to	shop.	

Will	is	“θέλημα	thelēma”	and	is	understood	as	a	desire,	purpose,	or	inclination.	This	might	be	best	
understood	as	“the	knowledge	of	God’s	desires	and	intentions”	(Ephesians	1:4-9).	

In	Colossians,	the	intentions	of	God	focus	on	the	eternal	program	(1:12-14).	We	need	to	understand	
that	the	will	of	God	in	Scripture	focuses	on	principle	and	God’s	end	game.	We	know	what	He	wants	
from	us.	He	desires	that	we	grow	in	grace	and	knowledge	of	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	He	desires	that	we	
live	lives	separate	from	the	sinful	lusts	of	the	flesh	and	the	system	of	this	world	and	Satan.	

We	also	know	what	His	intentions	are.	We	know	that	He	loves	us	and	plans	an	eternal	reality	that	will	
be	beyond	all	our	expectations.	His	intentions	for	us	are	to	provide	every	spiritual	blessing	for	us	to	use	
for	the	furtherance	of	the	good	news	of	Jesus	Christ	and	to	help	fellow	believers.		

The	reason	that	we	should	do	what	we	ought	is	because	of	the	grace	of	God	and	knowing	of	that	grace	
compels	us	to	good	and	right	behavior	while	we	look	ahead	to	the	“blessed	hope	and	the	appearing	of	
the	glory	of	our	great	God”	(Titus	2:11-14).		

Do	we	know	that?	If	yes,	then	we	are	filled	with	the	knowledge	of	His	will.	If	we	do	not	know	that,	then	
we	need	to	be	convinced	by	the	study	of	His	Word	in	order	to	learn	what	His	desires	for	us	and	His	
intentions	toward	us	are.	

“in	all	spiritual	wisdom	and	understanding.”	The	literal	Greek	is	“in	all	wisdom	and	understanding	
spiritual.”	This	dative	phrase	may	be	taken	in	three	ways.	First	is	means	–	“by	having	all....”	Second	is	
association	–	“accompanied	by…or	such	as	brings	with	it….”	Third	is	epexegetical,	which	indicates	further	
explanation	–	“which	consists	in.”	

I	do	not	think	this	is	means	because	having	all	spiritual	wisdom	and	all	spiritual	understanding	implies	
that	you	already	have	knowledge	of	His	will.	There	is	no	cause	and	effect	in	these	statements.	
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This	phrase	seems	to	fit	best	with	association	or	explanatory.	This	would	indicate	that	the	knowledge	
of	His	desires	and	intentions	are	associated	with	spiritual	wisdom	and	understating.		

Both	wisdom	and	understanding	are	in	the	dative	singular	feminine;	the	adjectives	“all”	and	“spiritual”	
are	also	in	the	dative	singular	feminine.	This	means	that	these	adjectives	modify	both	nouns.	
Therefore,	we	would	translate	this	“with	reference	to	all	spiritual	wisdom	and	with	reference	to	all	
spiritual	understanding.”	

The	adjective	“spiritual”	is	the	key:	“πνευματικός	pneumatikos”	is	that	adjective.	The	suffix	“ikos”	
means	“characterized	by.”	Wisdom	characterized	by	the	spirit	and	understanding	characterized	by	the	
spirit	is	what	the	knowledge	of	His	will	is	in	reference	to.	Wisdom,	understanding,	and	knowledge	are	
all	mental/thinking	words.	This	adjective	stands	in	direct	contrast	to	the	non-spiritual	wisdom	and	non-
spiritual	understanding	(that	which	is	characterized	by	this	world	or	by	the	flesh).	This	passage	clearly	
contrasts	with	2:18	and	2:22-23.	

What	does	this	look	like?	How	does	this	happen.	Going	back	to	“filled,”	this	verb	is	in	the	passive	voice,	
which	means	that	there	is	a	function	of	God	upon	the	believer	that	cannot	be	completed	by	the	
believer	himself.	This	is	actually	true	of	all	learning.	A	person	must	receive	information	and	that	
information	must	be	absorbed	by	the	learner	and	the	information	transforms	what	and/how	the	
person	thinks.	In	the	sense	of	spiritual	truth,	there	is	a	deeper	level.	There	are	spiritual	truths	that	are	
difficult	not	only	to	believe,	but	also	to	understand	and	know	how	to	apply	the	information.		

When	we	read	the	Scriptures,	when	we	are	taught	truth,	when	we	have	doctrines	explained	to	us,	
we	must	then	absorb	this	information,	think	about	it,	ponder	it,	work	through	the	difficulties,	and	
permit	the	word	of	truth	to	change	what	we	know	and	how	we	think.	

If	all	we	do	is	glance	at	the	word	but	are	still	absorbed	by	this	world,	we	will	be	convinced	that	the	
values	of	this	world	are	what	is	true,	that	the	wisdom	of	this	world	is	what	is	true,	that	worldly	
understanding	is	what	is	true.	We	even	fall	in	line	as	believers	because	it	makes	sense,	and	it	makes	
sense	because	our	perception	is	off	and	the	reality	is	veiled.		

		


