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General Context From Chapter One 

•  A general introduction to the saints and the purpose of this epistle (vs. 1-3). 

•  An acknowledgment of God the Father, the Holy Spirit, and Christ Jesus 
and His Second Coming (vs. 4-7). 

•  John recording Jesus declaring who He is (v. 8). 

•  John recounting where he was writing from and hearing the voice behind 
him telling him to write to the seven churches (vs. 9-11). 

•  John accounts a powerful description of Christ Jesus (vs. 12-16). 

•  John actions and Jesus response (vs. 17-20). 





Churches	 Verses	of	Overcoming	

Sardis To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is 
in the Paradise of God.‘ (Rev. 2:7) 

Smyrna He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death. (Rev. 2:11) 

Pergamum 
To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, 
and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the 
stone which no one knows but he who receives it. (Rev. 2:17) 

Thyatira 
'He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give 
authority over the nations; and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the 
vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, as I also have received authority from 
My Father; and I will give him the morning star. (Rev. 2:26-28) 

Sardis 
He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his 
name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and 
before His angels. (Rev. 3:5) 

Philadelphia 
'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and 
he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My 
God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes 
down out of heaven from My God, and My new name. (Rev. 3:12) 

Laodicea 'He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, 
as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. (Rev. 3:21) 



The Word “Overcomes” 

The term overcomes comes from the Greek word νικάω (nikao)  

•  This particular Greek word occurs ten times in the NASB.  

•  This particular Greek word occurs eight times in Revelation 
alone! 

•  The last two places where this particular Greek word where 
this is found is 1 John. 



1 John 5:4-5 NASB 

4 For whatever is born of 
God overcomes the 

world; and this is the 
victory that has overcome 

the world—our faith. 
5 Who is the one who 

overcomes the world, but 
he who believes that 

Jesus is the Son of God?  

This is connected to John and how he 
describes how one is born of God in the 
Book of John. 



Scriptures Associated With John v. 4 
There was the true Light which , coming into the world, enlightens every man. 10 He 
was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know 
Him. 11 He came to His own , and those who were His own did not receive Him. 12 But 
as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those 
who believe in His name, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor 
of the will of man, but of God. (c.f., Jn. 1:12-13 NASB) emphasis mine 

Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born [from above] he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.“ 4 Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he 
is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born, can he?" 5 Jesus 
answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God. 6 "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit. 7 "Do not be amazed that I said to you, 'You must be born [from above].' 8 
"The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes 
from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit."(c.f., Jn. 3:3-8 NASB) 
emphasis mine. 
 



1 John 5:4-5 NASB 

4 For whatever is born of 
God overcomes the 

world; and this is the 
victory that has overcome 

the world—our faith. 

This is connected to John and how he describes how 
one is born of God in the Book of John. 

This is the same word (nikao) in the aorist 
participle active. This points to an action that 
has occurred in the past. This word is 
associated with the victory of one who has 
been “born of God.” 

This world is not the physical earth, but the “spirit of the 
age.” the one who is born of God has overcome the 
present evil age. 

Similar phraseology in vs. 4a-b. 

This is the object that overcomes the world—
our faith (act. There is a definite article here 
in the Greek text) 



1 John 5:4-5 NASB 

5 Who is the one who 
overcomes the world, 
but he who believes 
that Jesus is the Son 

of God?  

The phrase is similar to the phrase 
in verse four. 

John gives a rhetorical question (and 
the answer within the question) that 
who overcomes the world is the one 
who believes that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God? 



Scriptures Associated With John vs. 4-5 

29 His disciples said* , "Lo, now You are speaking plainly and are not using a figure 
of speech. 30 "Now we know that You know all things, and have no need for anyone 
to question You; by this we believe that You came from God." 31 Jesus answered 
them, "Do you now believe? 32 "Behold, an hour is coming, and has already come, 
for you to be scattered, each to his own home, and to leave Me alone; and yet I am 
not alone, because the Father is with Me. 33 "These things I have spoken to you, so 
that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I 
have overcome the world.“ (Jn. 16:29-33 NASB) emphasis mine 



The Results of Overcoming 

To eat from the tree of life in the Paradise of God (2:7). 

Be unaffected by the second death (2:11). 

Hidden manna, white stone, new name (2:17) 

Authority by Christ, the morning star (2:26-28) 

White garments, name not erased from BOL, Confession 
before the Father (Rev. 3:5) 

Will be a pillar, and his name will be in the New Jerusalem 
(Rev. 3:12) 

Sit down on Jesus throne (Rev. 3:21)  



What About This Verse? 

'He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I 
will give authority over the nations; and he shall rule them with a rod of 
iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, as I also have 
received authority from My Father; and I will give him the morning star. 
(Rev. 2:26-28) 

What does this mean?	



Revelation 2:19-28 NASB 
19 'I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance , and that your deeds of 
late are greater than at first. 20 'But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who 
calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit acts 
of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 'I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to 
repent of her immorality. 22 'Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit 
adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds. 23 'And I will kill her children 
with pestilence , and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I 
will give to each one of you according to your deeds. 24 'But I say to you, the rest who are in 
Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not known the deep things of Satan, as they call 
them—I place no other burden on you. 25 'Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come. 26 'He 
who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over the 
nations; 27 and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, 
as I also have received authority from My Father; 28 and I will give him the morning star. 29 'He who 
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.' 



Focus	 Verses	Concerning	Thyatira	
Jesus gives the saints in Thyatira gives 
commendations. 

19 'I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and 
perseverance , and that your deeds of late are greater than at first 

Jesus brings an admonishment for their idolatry. 
20 'But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls 
herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that 
they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.  

Jesus then tells of Jezebel’s punishment.  
21 'I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her immorality. 
22 'Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery 
with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds.  

Jesus tells the saints what he will do to her 
“children” (those who believe and teaches what she 
instructs). 

'And I will kill her children with pestilence , and all the churches will 
know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I will 
give to each one of you according to your deeds. 

Jesus, speaking to those who do not hold to her doctrine Jesus 
commends these saints and encourages them to” hold fast” till 
he comes.   

24 'But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, 
who have not known the deep things of Satan, as they call them—I place no other 
burden on you. 25 'Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come.  

Jesus mentions the rewards for those who “keeps 
His deeds until the end” 

'He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will 
give authority over the nations; 27 and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, 
as the vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, as I also have received 
authority from My Father; 28 and I will give him the morning star 

Jesus then gives the general call. 29 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.' 



Observing Verse 25 

'He who overcomes, and 
he who keeps My deeds 
until the end, to him I 

will give authority over 
the nations;	

Comes from the Greek word 
τηρέω (tereo). A better 
translation would be “observe”  



Examples of Word Usage 
(Jesus ) was also saying to (the Jewish leaders), “You are experts at setting aside the 
commandment of God in order to keep your tradition (Mark 7:9). 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he will never see death.”(Jn. 8:51). 

and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do 
the things that are pleasing in His sight (1 Jn. 3:22). 

Concerning the church of Philadelphia ‘I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before 
you an open door which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept 
My word, and have not denied My name. (Rev. 3:8). 

Concerning the church of Sardis ‘So remember what you have received and heard; and 
keep it, and repent. Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you 
will not know at what hour I will come to you. (Rev. 3:3). 



Observing Verse 25 

'He who overcomes, and 
he who keeps My deeds 
until the end, to him I 

will give authority over 
the nations;	

Comes from the Greek word 
τηρέω (tereo). A better 
translation would be “observe”  

This is discussing the personal works 
of Christ (i.e., “My deeds”) 



Observations 
•  Jesus is addressing those who have overcome (Christians)(c.f. v. 18-19).  

•  Jesus is addressing the idolatry of the saints who have been deceived 
(i.e., false prophetess and false doctrine). 

•  This false doctrine has led some of the believers astray to idolatry (This 
is concerning their sanctification).  

•  Jesus declares he will punish those who have led them astray and those 
who were led astray by this idolatry. 

•  He commends those believers who have not practiced this idolatry. 

•  Jesus gives a general call to the saints (c.f. v. 18-19).  



The Point  

•  The phrase “keeps my deeds” is in contrast with the idol worship some 
of the saints were believing and practicing.  

•  The phrase “keeps my deeds” is in connection with a believer having 
authority in the Righteous Reign of Christ (Millennial Kingdom). 

•  The phrase “keeps my deeds” is only reserved for Christians (i.e., 
“overcomes and keeps My deeds”).  

•  The phrase “keeps my deeds” is related to the previous verses (spec vs. 
24-25).  

In short, the phrase “keeps my deeds” is not salvific, but discussing 
sanctification and associated with ruling responsibility in the 

Millennial Kingdom in context. 



Conclusion 
Question: Is it possible one cannot overcome? 

Answer: It depends are who you are talking about. If is an unbeliever than 
yes they have not overcome (due to their unbelief). If they are believers it is 
impossible they cannot overcome (because they believe). 

Question: Is it possible for a Christian to overcome and then not overcome 
if they do not keep the deeds of Christ? 

Answer: No. It is impossible for a Christian to overcome and not overcome 
if they do not observe Jesus deeds. Overcoming is clear concerning the 
faith. Keeping the deeds is associated with responsibility in the Millennial 
Kingdom.  




