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Colossians	1:3-12	–	We	give	 thanks	 to	God,	 the	Father	of	our	Lord	 Jesus	Christ,	
praying	always	for	you,	since	we	heard	of	your	faith	 in	Christ	Jesus	and	the	 love	
which	you	have	for	all	the	saints;	because	of	the	hope	laid	up	for	you	in	heaven,	
of	which	you	previously	heard	in	the	word	of	truth,	the	gospel	which	has	come	to	
you,	just	as	in	all	the	world	also	it	is	constantly	bearing	fruit	and	increasing,	even	
as	it	has	been	doing	in	you	also	since	the	day	you	heard	of	it	and	understood	the	
grace	of	God	 in	 truth;	 just	 as	 you	 learned	 it	 from	Epaphras,	 our	 beloved	 fellow	
bond-servant,	 who	 is	 a	 faithful	 servant	 of	 Christ	 on	 our	 behalf,	 and	 he	 also	
informed	us	of	your	love	in	the	Spirit.	For	this	reason	also,	since	the	day	we	heard	
of	 it,	we	have	not	ceased	to	pray	for	you	and	to	ask	that	you	may	be	filled	with	
the	knowledge	of	His	will	 in	all	 spiritual	wisdom	and	understanding,	so	that	you	
will	walk	 in	a	manner	worthy	of	 the	Lord,	 to	please	Him	 in	all	 respects,	bearing	
fruit	 in	every	 good	work	and	 increasing	 in	 the	knowledge	of	God;	 strengthened	
with	 all	 power,	 according	 to	 His	 glorious	 might,	 for	 the	 attaining	 of	 all	
steadfastness	 and	 patience;	 joyously	 giving	 thanks	 to	 the	 Father,	 who	 has	
qualified	us	to	share	in	the	inheritance	of	the	saints	in	Light.		

The	Content	of	Paul’s	Prayer	for	the	Colossians:	

Initial	Observations	

1. Thanks	is	to	be	given	God	for	the	others	
2. Paul	is	specific	in	his	thankfulness	

a. For	“the	faith	of	theirs	in	Christ	Jesus”	
b. For	their	love	for	all	the	saints	
c. The	reason	for	their	faith	and	love	is	hope		

3. Paul	states	the	reason	that	he	is	thankful	to	God	for	their	spiritual	success	
a. The	hope	of	eternity	
b. The	word	of	truth	
c. The	gospel	

i. That	is	constantly	in	production		
ii. That	is	ever	increasing	in	the	world	
iii. They	heard	and	understood	it	
iv. They	learned	it	from	Epaphras	

d. Their	love	in	spirit	
4. Paul	is	specific	in	his	requests	for	them	

a. That	they	be	filled		
i. With	knowledge	of	His	will	
ii. With	spiritual	wisdom	
iii. With	understanding	

b. That	they	walk	
i. In	a	worthy	manner	
ii. Pleasing	Him	in	everything	

c. Bearing	fruit	in	every	good	work	
d. Increasing	in	the	knowledge	of	God	
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5. Paul	tells	them	that	this	is	accomplished	by	them	being	enabled	according	to	the	strength	of	His	
glory	

6. Paul	tells	them	the	desired	results	
a. Unto	all	steadfastness	
b. Unto	all	patience	
c. With	joy	
d. While	giving	thanks	to	the	Father		

After	the	content	of	his	prayers,	Paul	transitions	into	the	work	of	God	through	Jesus	Christ	in	that	he	has	
transferred	us	from	darkness	into	light,	having	been	made	to	share	in	the	inheritance	of	the	saints.	

Exposition	of	the	content	of	Paul’s	prayer	

We	left	off	in	verse	4,	analyzing	the	fact	that	Paul	prays	and	the	content	of	his	prayer.	This	verse	gives	two	
reasons	that	Paul	is	thankful	to	God	for	the	saints	at	Colossae.	The	first	is	that	he	and	Timothy	have	heard	
that	they	are	believers	in	Jesus	Christ	(the	faith	of	yours	in	Christ	Jesus).	And	the	second	is…	

…and	the	love	which	you	have	for	all	the	saints…	

These	believers	also	have	“the	love.”	“ἀγάπη	agapē”	is	a	well-known	Greek	word.	It	is	normally	thought	of	
as	being	a	supernatural	word.	But	this	is	not	the	case.	This	is	a	word	that	has	meaning	outside	the	context	
of	the	Bible	and	a	specific	implication	inside	the	Bible.	This	word	is	one	of	four	main	words	for	love	in	
Greek:	“steros”	means	natural	love	for	family,	“eros”	indicates	romantic	or	sensual	love,	“agape”	simply	
means	a	unidirectional,	unconditional	desire	for	the	betterment	of	the	other	person,	and	finally,	“phileo”	
(normally	thought	of	as	brotherly	love)	I	have	found	to	mean	“agape”	reciprocated.		

Paul	is	not	pointing	out	super	love	but	simply	a	selfless	love.	They	give	of	themselves	for	the	good	of	
other	saints	(believers).	This	indicates	an	initial	growth	of	the	believers	in	Colossae.	The	main	goal	of	
spiritual	growth	is	so	that	a	person	would	be	capable	and	would	function	in	love.	

To	the	Greek	mind,	the	greatest	love	is	actually	“eros,”	which	is	probably	better	defined	as	“passionate	
love	that	desires	another	for	the	benefit	of	self.”	There	is	even	a	Greek	god	“ἔρως.”	The	Greeks	sang	
hymns	to	this	idol	and	it	became	a	significant	cult.	Their	idea	of	the	ultimate	fulfillment	was	that	of	
union	with	“ἔρως.”	“What the Greek seeks in eros is intoxication, and this is to him religion”	(TDNT).	Is	
it	no	wonder	that	“ἔρως”	is	not	used	in	the	Greek	New	Testament?	To	the	Greeks,	“ἀγάπη”	has	no	
value,	no	power.	It	is	not	based	upon	intoxication,	pleasure,	or	control	but	rather	about	placing	
another	above	self,	to	esteem	the	wellbeing	of	the	one	being	loved	above	that	of	the	one	who	loves.	

The	common	human	thoughts	on	love,	though	they	don’t	want	to	admit	it,	are	driven	by	the	idea	that	
love	is	“you	make	me	feel	good.”	But	what	does	it	mean	when	someone	says,	“I	don’t	love	you	any	
more?”	The	very	idea	of	“you	make	me	feel”	is	rooted	in	“ἔρως,”	not	“ἀγάπη.”	Without	all	the	
psychology,	“ἔρως”	comes	and	goes,	but	if	you	“ἀγάπη”	the	other	person,	the	“ἔρως”	will	return.	

In	the	church	today,	we	may	not	think	of	it	in	terms	of	“ἔρως,”	but,	in	fact,	that	is	how	we	normally	
view	all	relationships,	not	just	romantic	ones	when	the	Bible	says,	“We	need	to	love	one	another.”	The	
first	objection	is,	“but	what	if	I	do	not	like	the	other	person.”	We	are	programmed	to	think	that	love	is	
feeling	something	for	the	other	person,	that	we	like	being	next	to	that	person,	or	we	enjoy	their	
company.	That	is	“ἔρως.”	This	is	not	the	nature	of	“ἀγάπη.”	The	greater	“ἀγάπη”	is	that	of	“the	love	of	
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God”	and	the	challenge	to	love	each	other	as	Jesus	has	loved	us	(John	15:9).	The	love	of	God	is	the	aim	
(Romans	5:8).	Jesus	stated	that	one	of	the	main	ways	to	recognize	His	disciples	is	by	their	love	for	one	
another	(John	13:34-35).	A	disciple	is	a	dedicated	learner	of	Jesus.	The	hallmark	of	a	dedicated	learner	
of	Jesus	is	that	he	“ἀγάπη”s	others	as	God	loves.	Now,	in	order	to	love	like	Christ,	in	order	to	have	the	
love	of	God	for	one	another,	what	must	take	place?	Without	the	ability	given	by	God,	“ἀγάπη”	hits	a	
ceiling	and	rather	quickly	(Luke	6:31-33).	There	is	both	an	expectation	and	means	for	the	“ἀγάπη”	of	
God.	The	means	is	abiding	in	Jesus	(John	15:4,9-10,12-17;17:26).	The	ability	is	provided	by	the	Word	of	
God,	Word	of	Jesus,	the	love	of	Jesus	remaining	in	our	thoughts.	But	it	still	requires	good	choices	to	
actively	pursue	love.		

Paul	recognizes	that	the	Colossian	believers	have	fulfilled	this	mandate,	having	obtained	the	ability	to	
love	from	God.	Therefore,	there	is	a	recognition	that	at	one	point	these	believers	have	made	progress	
in	abiding	in	Jesus.					

…because	of	the	hope	laid	up	for	you	in	heaven…	

Why	does	Paul	thank	God?	Why	does	he	pray	for	them?	Paul	is	not	just	using	platitudes	(the	useless	
phrases	that	we	use).	There	is	meaning	behind	his	words	and	actions.	The	basis	is	the	hope.	Hope	is	“ἐλπίς	
elpis”	and	this	is	not	a	wish	or	a	desire.	This	is	an	expectation	of	something	good.	

The	expectation	is	that	there	is	something	beyond	this	world,	something	great	waiting	for	us	who	are	
believers.	The	basis	for	this	hope	is	the	promises	found	in	God’s	word.	The	most	descriptive	portion	of	
Scripture	about	these	promises	is	2nd	Corinthians	5:1-9.	

This	is	stated	very	simply	for	us	in	Colossians	1:12-13.	We	look	forward	to	our	inheritance;	we	look	
forward	to	entering	into	and	participating	in	His	Kingdom.	The	hope	laid	up	in	heaven	is	not	simply	life	
everlasting,	but	also	life	with	eternal	peace,	love,	grace,	joy,	and	purpose.	We	have	a	very	limited	view	
of	what	waits	for	us.	Some	think	of	the	next	phase	of	life	as	being	mundane	and	that	they’d	better	
have	fun	now	because	they	will	be	bored	for	eternity.	But	there	are	many	things	to	look	forward	to	
when	we	are	promoted	through	physical	death	or	translated	at	the	rapture.	

1. Period	of	time	in	heaven	waiting	for	the	return	of	Jesus	
a. Luke	23:42-43	
b. 2nd	Corinthians	5:6-9	
c. Philippians	1:21-24	

2. The	Millennial	Reign	–	we	will	be	given	responsibilities	on	earth	as	co-heirs	
a. Romans	5:17		
b. Hebrews	2:9-11	
c. Revelation	5:9-10	
d. Revelation	20:4-6	

3. Eternal	Program	–	all	believers	for	all	time	will	be	re-established	as	the	caretakers	of	His	
remade	heaven	and	earth	in	like	fashion	as	the	original	intent	of	creation.		

a. Romans	8:16-21	
b. Revelation	22:1-5	
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What	most	believers	in	our	time	need	is	to	have	eternal	perspective.	We	are	consumed	with	the	ways	
of	this	world	and	are	willing	to	sacrifice	eternal	investment	for	temporary	pleasures	(this	is	walking	by	
sight	and	not	by	faith).	

When	we	have	the	eternal	perspective,	we	can	see	the	opportunity	we	have	as	believers	to	function	in	
this	world,	prioritizing	God’s	desires	over	our	own	because	we	can	see	the	benefit	of	something	that	
lasts	beyond	this	temporary	house.	Do	we	invest	our	time	and	resources	into	a	temporary	house	or	do	
we	prepare	for	the	permanent	house?				

…of	which	you	previously	heard	in	the	word	of	truth,	the	gospel	which	has	come	to	you…	

The	good,	expected	reality	(the	hope)	of	eternity	is	not	unknown	to	them.	This	is	contained	in	what	has	
been	taught	to	them.	They	heard	it.	Paul	calls	it	“the	word	of	the	truth	of	the	good	news”	(literal	
translation).	Certain	terms	in	Paul’s	letters	have	become	technical	in	nature.	

In	these	first	five	verses,	we	have	seen	many	technical	terms:	the	faith,	the	love,	the	saints,	the	hope,	
the	heavens,	the	word,	the	truth,	and	the	good	news.	All	of	these	terms	can	be	studied	for	a	week	on	
their	own.	I	encourage	all	to	do	so.	The	impact	of	such	a	study	is	helpful	to	understand	how	God	uses	
these	words	and	to	understand	His	full	message.	

Many	of	the	technical	terms	in	this	passage	refer	directly	to	Jesus	Christ	in	other	passages	of	Scripture:	
Jesus	is	“the	author	and	perfecter	of	the	faith	of	ours,”	“God	is	love”	and	we	are	to	abide	in	His	love,	
He	is	“the	Word,”	He	is	“the	Truth,”	and	“the	gospel	(good	news)	of	Christ;”		

This	phrase,	“the	word	of	the	truth	of	the	good	news	(gospel),”	refers	back	to	the	whole	proclamation	
of	truth,	not	simply	of	how	one	is	reconciled	to	God	through	our	Savior	Jesus	Christ.	That	is	simply	the	
beginning.	But	this	also	contains	the	eternal	promises	that	we	have	previously	discovered.	

This	gives	us	something	to	think	about	when	we	present	to	gospel	to	an	unbeliever.	It	begins	with	the	
basics	but	“the	rest	of	the	story”	cannot	be	ignored	and	it	must	not	be	concealed.	We	must	endeavor	
to	provide	the	truth	of	God’s	entire	program	to	those	whom	we	have	reached	out.	

The	other	use	of	this	lengthy	term	is	in	Ephesians	1:3-23	(verse	13).		

…just	as	in	all	the	world	also	it	is	constantly	bearing	fruit	and	increasing,	even	as	it	has	been	doing	in	you	
also	since	the	day	you	heard	of	it	and	understood	the	grace	of	God	in	truth…	

This	verse	indicates	that	Paul	has	recognized	and	is	informing	them	of	the	fact	that	the	message	of	the	
truth	is	having	much	success	throughout	the	world.	The	impact	that	it	has	had	upon	the	Colossian	church	
is	awesome,	but	it	is	not	unique.	There	are	many	places	in	world	where	the	good	news	of	Jesus	Christ	is	(at	
that	time)	having	impact.	

During	the	first	50	years,	the	message	of	Jesus	the	Messiah	had	reached	all	known	Jewish	settlements	
throughout	the	world.	The	message	also	reached	non-Jews	throughout	the	Mediterranean	Basin,	most	
of	Africa,	north	into	modern-day	Ukraine	and	Russia,	west	to	Spain	and	ancient	Britain,	and	east	
toward	ancient	India	and	China.	The	Gospel	at	the	time	of	the	writing	of	this	letter	was	booming	but	
not	complete.	This	also	gives	us	encouragement.	Sometimes,	as	believers,	we	fill	isolated.	Only	for	
short	periods	of	time	has	biblical	Christianity	been	tolerated.	The	world	hates	God	and	the	truth.	But	
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know	for	a	fact	that	there	are	many	around	the	world	that	have	understood	and	believed	in	Jesus	
Christ.		

	

Recap:	

These	opening	salutations	are	not	only	a	look	into	Paul’s	thoughts	and	prayers,	but	there	is	also	a	wealth	
of	theological	implications.	Each	of	these	points	can	be	searched	for	many	studies.		

The	hope	of	this	study	was	to	encourage	you	in	some	things	and	whet	your	appetite	for	others.		

1. We	saw	that	the	saints	in	Colossae	had	“the	love”	for	the	brethren.	This	is	not	the	selfish	“eros”	
like	we	are	prone	to,	but	a	selfless,	sacrificial,	and	unconditional	“agape”	that	is	based	upon	the	
love	of	God	through	Jesus	Christ.	The	only	way	to	emulate	this	love	to	its	fullest	is	to	abide	in	
Jesus	Christ	(His	Word,	His	love,	His	truth).	

2. The	basis	for	love	is	hope,	the	hope	that	is	laid	up	in	heaven.	There	is	an	unfortunate	ignorance	
when	it	comes	to	the	life	to	come.	There	is	more	glory,	more	joy,	and	more	love	than	can	be	
imagined.	But,	even	more,	there	is	an	eternal	purpose.	

3. The	word	of	the	truth	of	the	gospel	is	not	a	three-point	proposition.	The	basic	premise	of	who	
Jesus	is,	what	He	did/does,	and	what	He	promised	is	only	the	beginning.	We	need	to	either	
teach	others	the	full	council	of	God’s	truth	or	at	least	bring	them	somewhere	they	can	hear	it.	

4. There	are	many	throughout	the	world	that	are	believers.	The	truth	of	God	will	always	have	a	
home	in	every	part	of	the	world.	We	need	to	be	mindful	of	those	who	are	of	us	but	not	with	us.		


