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Colossians	1:3-12	–	We	give	 thanks	 to	God,	 the	Father	of	our	Lord	 Jesus	Christ,	
praying	always	for	you,	since	we	heard	of	your	faith	 in	Christ	Jesus	and	the	 love	
which	you	have	for	all	the	saints;	because	of	the	hope	laid	up	for	you	in	heaven,	
of	which	you	previously	heard	in	the	word	of	truth,	the	gospel	which	has	come	to	
you,	just	as	in	all	the	world	also	it	is	constantly	bearing	fruit	and	increasing,	even	
as	it	has	been	doing	in	you	also	since	the	day	you	heard	of	it	and	understood	the	
grace	of	God	 in	 truth;	 just	 as	 you	 learned	 it	 from	Epaphras,	 our	 beloved	 fellow	
bond-servant,	 who	 is	 a	 faithful	 servant	 of	 Christ	 on	 our	 behalf,	 and	 he	 also	
informed	us	of	your	love	in	the	Spirit.	For	this	reason	also,	since	the	day	we	heard	
of	 it,	we	have	not	ceased	to	pray	for	you	and	to	ask	that	you	may	be	filled	with	
the	knowledge	of	His	will	 in	all	 spiritual	wisdom	and	understanding,	so	that	you	
will	walk	 in	a	manner	worthy	of	 the	Lord,	 to	please	Him	 in	all	 respects,	bearing	
fruit	 in	every	 good	work	and	 increasing	 in	 the	knowledge	of	God;	 strengthened	
with	 all	 power,	 according	 to	 His	 glorious	 might,	 for	 the	 attaining	 of	 all	
steadfastness	 and	 patience;	 joyously	 giving	 thanks	 to	 the	 Father,	 who	 has	
qualified	us	to	share	in	the	inheritance	of	the	saints	in	Light.		

Prayers	of	Paul:	

Paul	opens	up	with	the	subject	of	prayer.	The	language	not	only	suggests	that	Paul	is	informing	them	that	
he	prays	for	them	but	also	Paul	gives	them	the	major	points	of	his	letter	within	the	content	of	his	prayers.	

In	the	opening	of	his	letters,	Paul	often	informs	the	readers	of	his	prayers	and	does	so	in	Colossians.	These	
statements	within	the	content	of	Paul’s	prayers	are	valuable	to	research	because	it	gives	us	some	
important	insights	into	the	mind	of	Paul.	

The	following	passages	are	cross-referenced	to	this	passage	because	they	also	indicate	that	Paul	is	
informing	the	recipients	of	his	letters	of	the	fact	that	he	prays	for	them	and	what	he	prays	for	them.	The	
ones	that	are	starred	have	similar	attributes	to	this	section	in	Colossians.	Notice	the	bookends	of	
thankfulness	and/or	prayer	in	these	passages.		

Other	Prayers:	

Romans	1:8-10*	

1st	Corinthians	1:4-9	

Ephesians	1:3-14	

Philippians	1:3-11*	

1	Thessalonians	1:2-10	

2	Thessalonians	1:3-12*	

2nd	Timothy	1:3-7	

Philemon	1:4-7*	

	



The Letter to the Saints and Faithful Brethren at Colossae from Paul the Apostle 
 
The	Content	of	Paul’s	Prayer	for	the	Colossians:	

Initial	Observations	

1. Thanks	is	to	God	for	the	others	
2. Paul	is	specific	in	his	thankfulness	

a. For	their	faith	
b. For	their	love	for	all	the	saints	
c. The	reason	for	their	faith	and	love	is	hope		

3. Paul	states	the	reason	that	he	is	thankful	to	God	for	their	spiritual	success	
a. The	hope	of	eternity	
b. The	word	of	truth	
c. The	gospel	

i. That	is	constantly	in	production		
ii. That	is	ever	increasing	in	the	world	
iii. They	heard	and	understood	it	
iv. They	learned	it	from	Epaphras	

d. Their	love	in	spirit	
4. Paul	is	specific	in	his	requests	for	them	

a. To	be	filled		
i. With	knowledge	of	His	will	
ii. With	spiritual	wisdom	
iii. With	understanding	

b. To	walk	
i. In	a	worthy	manner	
ii. Pleasing	Him	in	everything	

c. Bearing	fruit	in	every	good	work	
d. Increasing	in	the	knowledge	of	God	

5. Paul	provides	how	this	is	accomplished	
a. Being	enabled	according	to	the	strength	of	His	glory	

6. Paul	provides	the	desired	results	
a. Unto	all	steadfastness	
b. Unto	all	patience	
c. With	joy	
d. While	giving	thanks	to	the	Father		

After	the	content	of	his	prayers,	Paul	transitions	into	the	work	of	God	through	Jesus	Christ	in	that	He	has	
transferred	us	from	darkness	into	light	having	been	made	to	share	in	the	inheritance	of	the	saints.	

	Faith,	Love,	and	Hope	

Romans	5:1-6;	1st	Corinthians	13:13;	Galatians	5:5-6;	Ephesians	1:13-15;	Ephesians	4:1-6;	

1st	Thessalonians	1:2-3;	1st	Thessalonians	5:8-9;	Hebrews	6:9-12	
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Exposition	of	Paul’s	prayer	content	

We	give	thanks	to	God,	the	Father	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ…	

The	verb	here	is	“εὐχαριστέω	eucharisteō.”	The	root	meaning	of	the	word	means	“good	grace.”	We	even	
have	this	thought	in	English	where	before	meals	we	say	“grace.”	The	idea	of	grace	is	to	provide	something	
that	is	good	without	cost.	The	use	of	this	word	is	grace	given,	recognizing	the	grace	of	another.	

It	is	appropriate	and	accurate	to	translate	this	word	as	thank,	thankful,	or	to	give	thanks.		But	where	
we	normally	fail	is	by	just	recognizing	the	free	good	thing	given.		

In	this	context,	Paul	recognizes	that	he	has	received	grace	from	God	because	he	has	been	made	aware	
of	the	success	of	the	Colossian	church.	Paul	is	instructed	to	give	the	gospel.	God	does	not	promise	him	
success,	only	that	he	is	to	proclaim	the	good	news.		

Therefore,	when	Paul	receives	news	of	a	group	of	people	that	have	heard	and	believed	the	good	news	
of	Jesus	Christ,	he	recognizes	that	God	has	provided	him	some	encouragement	through	them.	Not	only	
have	they	believed	the	truth	but	also	they	have	exhibited	love.		

The	object	of	his	thankfulness	is	again	God.	The	next	phrase,	Father	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	is	used	in	
apposition;	both	God	and	Father	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	describe	the	same	person	in	the	Triunity.	Paul	is	
focusing	on	the	1st	Person	of	Godhead,	the	Father.	

…praying	always	for	you…	

The	word	always	is	“πάντοτε	pantote”	and	is	an	adverb	that	modifies	another	word,	indicating	a	perpetual	
or	continual	activity.	The	simple	understanding	is	that	in	Paul’s	prayers	there	is	a	perpetual	focus	on	the	
Colossian	believers.		

The	word	for	praying	is	“προσεύχομαι	proseuchomai.”	This	is	the	typical	word	for	prayer.	This	word	is	
rooted	in	the	generic	word	for	talking	to,	requesting,	or	petitioning	God.	The	word	implies	recognition	of	
the	one	being	prayed	to	is	the	authority	and	has	the	power	to	grant	requests.	At	the	heart	of	prayer	is	
worship.		

To	the	Jewish	and	Greek	culture,	prayer	was	typically	done	in	a	prostrate	position.	The	typical	Hebrew	
word	for	prayer	is	“ 	in	“προσεύχομαι”	of	uses	76	the	of	61	intercede.	or	meditate	to	means	and	pālal”		ָּפַלל	
the	LXX	are	translating	the	Hebrew	“ָּפַלל”.	The	other	words	translated	into	“προσεύχομαι”	include	ones	
that	mean	to	fall	prostrate,	to	plead,	to	beg,	and	to	be	humble.	

Our	culture	does	not	typically	pray	with	our	faces	to	the	ground.	We	normally	bow	our	head	and	close	
our	eyes.	This	is	normally	done	today	for	concentration,	but	it	originated	as	a	cultural	response	that	
changed	from	being	prostrate	to	kneeling,	from	kneeling	to	bowing	the	head.	The	point	is	not	the	
position,	but	the	understanding	that	prayer	is	a	humble	act	in	recognition	of	the	One	who	is	the	
authority.	

…since	we	heard	of	your	faith	in	Christ	Jesus…	

In	this	phrase	we	have	some	translational	license	used	by	the	NASB,	KJV,	and	most	others.	In	the	Message	
it	reads,	“We	keep	getting	reports	on	your	steady	faith	in	Christ,	our	Jesus.”	Here	is	the	Greek:	
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“ἀκούσαντες τὴν πίστιν ὑµῶν ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ.”	The	literal	Greek	translation	is	“having	heard	the	faith	of	
yours	in	Christ	Jesus.”	The	first	word	is	“ἀκούω akouō”	and	is	in	the	Aorist	Active	Participle	grammatical	
form.	The	aorist	participle	indicates	that	this	happened	prior	to	the	main	verb	in	the	sentence,	“We	give	
thanks.”	Once	again,	we	understand	that	the	thanks	and	prayers	are	in	response	to	receiving	information.	
What	is	the	content	of	the	information	provided	to	Paul	and	Timothy?	

“The	faith	of	yours	in	Christ	Jesus.”	The	definite	article	seals	the	definition	of	this	word	in	this	context.	
There	are	many	who	see	this	translation	and	ascribe	fidelity	to	the	Colossian	church.	What	many	
commentators	indicate	is	that	the	Colossian	church	was	known	for	their	faithfulness	or	loyalty.	

First,	let	us	ascertain	if	that	statement	is	true.	In	the	introduction	last	week,	we	presented	the	problem	
that	was	facing	the	Colossian	church	that	had	been	reported	by	Epaphras.	Pau	wants	them	to	have	
true,	full,	complete	knowledge	and	understanding.	The	reason	is	because	they	have	been	taken	captive	
by	philosophy	of	men	through	vain	and	empty	deception,	in	accordance	with	elementary	principles,	
falling	for	Jewish	myths	and	legalism,	worship	of	angels,	inflated	fleshly	thoughts,	following	self-made	
religions	and	false	wisdom	(2:1-23).	Is	that	the	picture	of	loyalty	and	faithfulness	to	Jesus	Christ?	

The	definite	article	makes	this	statement	clear.	“πίστις	pistis”	is	a	noun,	the	most	basic	definition	is	
“that	which	is	believed.”	In	the	context	of	the	Bible,	it	is	the	“doctrines	that	are	believed.”	In	this	
sentence,	there	is	a	strict	limitation	to	this	word.	“The	doctrine	that	is	believed”	–	“that	are	yours”	this	
indicates	that	the	audience	has	indeed	believed	the	base	doctrine,	“in	Christ	Jesus.”	This	indicates	the	
specific	content	of	the	base	doctrine.	

This,	then,	is	the	simple	propositional	content	of	the	good	news	of	Jesus	Christ.	Jesus	is	the	God	who	
came	into	this	world	and	is	able	to	give	life.	Jesus	died	on	the	cross	for	the	payment	of	sins,	was	buried,	
and	three	days	later	was	resurrected	proving	victory	over	sin	and	death.	Jesus	promises	His	life,	the	
eternal	life,	to	all	who	are	convinced	that	this	proposition	is	true.	

The	Colossian	church	has	done	this.	But,	as	we	have	seen	and	will	see,	they	have	brought	in	false	
doctrines	about	God	and	Jesus	and	have	supplemented	the	simple	truth	with	pagan	thought.	They	
have	eternal	life,	but	they	are	or	are	in	danger	of	being	doctrinally	and	behaviorally	wayward	believers.	

This	phrase,	“having	heard	the	faith	of	yours	in	Christ	Jesus,”	simply	means	that	Paul	and	Timothy	had	
heard	that	they	were	believers	in	Jesus	Christ.			

	


