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James	5:7-12	–	Therefore	be	patient,	brethren,	until	the	coming	of	the	Lord.	The	
farmer	waits	 for	 the	precious	produce	of	 the	soil,	being	patient	about	 it,	until	 it	
gets	the	early	and	late	rains.	You	too	be	patient;	strengthen	your	hearts,	for	the	
coming	of	 the	 Lord	 is	near.	Do	not	 complain,	brethren,	 against	one	another,	 so	
that	you	yourselves	may	not	be	judged;	behold,	the	Judge	is	standing	right	at	the	
door.	As	an	example,	brethren,	of	suffering	and	patience,	take	the	prophets	who	
spoke	in	the	name	of	the	Lord.	We	count	those	blessed	who	endured.	You	have	
heard	of	the	endurance	of	Job	and	have	seen	the	outcome	of	the	Lord's	dealings,	
that	the	Lord	is	full	of	compassion	and	is	merciful.	But	above	all,	my	brethren,	do	
not	swear,	either	by	heaven	or	by	earth	or	with	any	other	oath;	but	your	yes	is	to	
be	yes,	and	your	no,	no,	so	that	you	may	not	fall	under	judgment.		

Context:	

We	have	seen	that	this	section	is	a	direct	exhortation	to	the	audience	at	hand	and	also	has	an	easily	
recognizable	secondary	application	to	all	believers,	whether	rich	or	poor.		

The	rich	are	to	be	patient	with	the	poor.	They	are	to	be	giving,	willing	to	share.	The	gracious	acts	of	a	
person	should	not	be	thwarted	by	those	who	are	being	helped.	Even	when	they	cannot	pay	back,	or	even	
when	the	affluent	are	defrauded;	they	must	not	hold	this	sin	against	the	person	and	see	the	big	picture.	
The	affluent	must	be	willing	to	help	those	in	need	regardless	of	past	experience.	Being	patient	with	each	
other	means	“do	not	hold	the	sins	of	another	against	them.”			

We	began	by	discussing	the	why:	why	does	God	instruct	these	believers	to	be	patient	with	each	other?	

1. Because	the	coming	of	the	Lord	is	near	
2. Because	the	Judge	is	standing	at	the	door		
3. So	that	you	are	not	judged	

a. These	points	are	looking	to	the	Second	Coming	of	Christ	
b. Jesus	is	the	righteous	Judge	
c. He	will	make	all	things	right	
d. James	is	not	reflecting	upon	eternal	judgment	but	upon	the	Second	Coming		

4. Because	we	hold	in	high	regard	those	who	endured		

Last	lesson	we	left	off	in	the	middle	of	point	four.	One	of	the	reasons	that	patience	is	demanded	from	the	
affluent	(and	all	believers)	is	because	of	the	example	of	the	prophets	and	Job.		

Exegetical	Analysis:		

The	final	reason	why	we	are	to	be	patient	is	because	of	the	examples	of	those	before	us,	whom	we	hold	in	
high	regard.	The	two	examples	given	are	the	Prophets	and	Job.	

First	let	us	make	some	general	observation	about	the	prophets	of	old:	Acts	7:51-52;	Hebrews	11:13,16,32-
40;	12:1-3.	The	Hebrew	Scriptures	are	not	just	historical	accounts	but	are	written	and	preserved	for	our	
example	so	that	we	follow	in	the	footsteps	of	faith	and	take	encouragement	if	we	are	suffering.	

Next	is	Job.	Most	of	us	know	the	account	of	Job.	Let	us	read	the	circumstance.	Job	was	a	man	who	acted	
righteously,	with	integrity,	continually.	God	permitted	Job	to	be	tested	by	allowing	Satan	to	take	away	all	
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that	Job	had:	his	family,	his	wealth,	his	relationship	with	his	wife.	Yet	Job	said,	"Naked	I	came	from	my	
mother's	womb,	And	naked	I	shall	return	there.	The	LORD	gave	and	the	LORD	has	taken	away.	Blessed	be	
the	name	of	the	LORD."		

Now	turn	to	Job	42:10-17.	Again,	this	is	an	example	to	those	reading	this	letter.	This	is	merely	a	temporal	
example.	What	more	do	you	think	will	occur	in	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven	on	Earth.	This	is	what	they	are	
waiting	for.	It	is	the	mercy,	generosity	and	the	justice	of	the	Lord	when	he	returns.				

What	is	being	described	is	different	than	what	we	are	looking	forward	to,	but	the	principle	remains.	
We	look	forward	to	the	Judgment	Seat	of	Christ	(2nd	Corinthians	5:9-10	–	The	Bema)	there	is	no	
condemnation	only	evaluation	of	the	believer	for	reward.	

To	those	who	remain	at	His	foot	on	the	ground,	“παρουσία	parousia”	they	will	either	enter	into	the	
kingdom	as	humans	(no	translation)	or	be	destroyed.	This	is	not	an	eternal	decision,	but	an	entering.	

With	the	principle	of	being	patient	as	not	holding	a	grudge,	and	the	why	being	understood,	we	can	now	move	
onto	the	how.	Is	this	easy,	is	this	a	simple	command?	No,	it	is	not,	and	James	does	not	pretend	it	is.	He	says	to	
strengthen	your	heart.	The	word	“στηρίζω	stērizō”	means	to	secure,	establish,	to	set	firmly	in	the	proper	
place	(Romans	1:11;	1st	Thessalonians	3:2;	2nd	Peter	1:12).	

The	means	to	be	able	to	withstand	mistreatment	or	to	do	what	is	right	in	spite	of	what	seems	logical	is	
rooted	in	the	Word	of	God,	the	doctrines,	the	Truth	of	the	example	of	Jesus	and	His	Apostles.	They	
were	not	expected	to	just	self-will	through	the	hardships	of	this	world.	

Conclusion:	

James	5:1-11	deals	with	a	difficult	situation	within	the	communities	of	Jewish	believers.	If	my	proposal	is	
right	then	the	believers	that	have	enough	have	become	frustrated,	defrauded	and	cheated;	they	have	
been	taken	advantage	of.	This	is	their	excuse,	to	not	want	to	give	anymore,	to	say	“I’ll	pray	for	you,”	in	the	
midst	of	need.	They	see	the	resources	of	this	world	as	the	means	to	comfort.	They	have	convinced	
themselves	that	having	excess	is	a	verification	of	the	approval	of	God.	Rather,	it	is	a	blessing	of	God,	an	
opportunity	to	help	those	who	have	a	need.	As	a	consequence,	they	have	become	arrogant	and	selfish.	
According	to	the	timetable	that	James	was	aware	of,	they	are	jeopardizing	themselves	being	judged	at	the	
coming	of	the	Lord.	Their	jeopardy	is	not	eternal	but	temporal:	entering	the	Millennial	Reign	(as	humans).				

	

James	5:12	–	But	above	all,	my	brethren,	do	not	swear,	either	by	heaven	or	by	earth	
or	with	any	other	oath;	but	your	yes	is	to	be	yes,	and	your	no,	no,	so	that	you	may	
not	fall	under	judgment.	

The	first	question	about	this	verse	is	whether	or	not	it	is	directly	tied	to	the	indictment	of	James	5:1-6.	The	
key	to	finding	this	out	is	by	understanding	the	nature	of	“do	not	swear.”		

In	the	Hebrew	Scriptures	this	word	is	used	(in	the	LXX)	over	170	times.	The	key	passages	are	found	in	the	
Pentateuch	(Genesis	22:16;	50:24;	Leviticus	6:1-5).	These	passages	show	that	the	word	is	not	a	“more	valid	
statement	of	truth.”	This	is	used	as	a	promise	or	covenant	between	two	people	and	“swearing	by	the	
name	of	the	Lord”	means	that	I	will	permit	God	to	hold	me	accountable	for	this	statement	or	contract.	
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In	Matthew,	The	Lord	addresses	the	hypocrisy	of	making	oaths	(contracts/promises).	What	appears	to	
have	been	happening	is	that	there	was	a	hierarchy	with	contractual	agreements.		

Now	what	exactly	was	happening	is	unknown,	but	the	situation	is	evident	based	upon	the	correction	
(Matthew	5:34-37;	23:16-22).	So	the	swearing	(oaths/contracts/promises)	was	being	performed	in	a	
perversion	of	what	the	intention	was	to	be.	The	instruction	was	to	remove	this	perversion,	and	the	
instruction	by	James	is	no	different.	

Since	this	is	about	contracts	(promises/oaths)	made	between	people	on	the	name	of	God,	then	we	must	
conclude	that	the	instruction	of	verse	12	is	also	aimed	at	the	rich.	These	are	the	ones	making	contracts	and	
probably	insisting	on	the	traditional	Jewish	contract	rules.	

The	instruction	is	not	difficult,	but	it	is	the	background	of	why	this	is	given	that	needs	to	be	highlighted.	
The	phrase	“above	all”	is	better	understood	“primarily.”	The	patience	that	they	are	to	express	to	those	in	
need	is	done	by	having	honest	simple	contracts.	

How	does	this	apply	to	our	generation?	Because	the	problem	is	in	the	1st	Century	Jewish	Society	we	do	
not	take	this	to	all	points.	The	principle	behind	this,	be	honest	in	personal	and	business	contracts,	is	
what	is	necessary	to	apply.		

Many	people	take	advantage	of	laws	in	order	to	“lawfully”	defraud	another	person.	What	is	lawful	is	
not	necessarily	Biblical.	We	need	to	stay	away	from	small	print	contracts.	

Spiritually,	speaking	the	statement	“so	that	you	may	not	be	judged”	is	parallel	to	5:9	and	2:13.	
Remember	that	the	judgment	he	is	speaking	of	is	looking	forward	to	the	Second	Coming	of	Christ	and	
the	inauguration	of	the	Kingdom	on	Earth.	The	principle	remains,	but	for	the	church	there	is	no	
condemnation	to	those	in	Christ	Jesus	(Romans	8:1).	
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James	5:13-16	–	Is	anyone	among	you	suffering?	Then	he	must	pray.	Is	anyone	
cheerful?	He	is	to	sing	praises.	Is	anyone	among	you	sick?	Then	he	must	call	for	
the	elders	of	the	church	and	they	are	to	pray	over	him,	anointing	him	with	oil	in	
the	name	of	the	Lord;	and	the	prayer	offered	in	faith	will	restore	the	one	who	is	
sick,	and	the	Lord	will	raise	him	up,	and	if	he	has	committed	sins,	they	will	be	
forgiven	him.	Therefore,	confess	your	sins	to	one	another,	and	pray	for	one	
another	so	that	you	may	be	healed.	The	effective	prayer	of	a	righteous	man	can	
accomplish	much.		

Context:	

In	this	passage	we	are	faced	with	a	unique	passage.	Verse	15	has	been	a	formula	or	a	ritual,	that	many	
have	used	to	heal	those	who	are	sick	in	the	church.	Most	of	you	know	this	verse.	How	many	of	you	do	as	
this	verse	implies?	Should	we	do	as	this	verse	instructs?	

Before	getting	into	this	passage	let	us	begin	with	the	process	of	Biblical	Interpretation	(Understanding)	

1. Verify	Text	and	Translation	
2. Consider	Historical	and	Cultural	information	
3. Who	is	the	audience?	
4. What	is	the	context?		

Exegesis:		

13 Κακοπαθεῖ τις ἐν ὑµῖν, προσευχέσθω· εὐθυµεῖ τις, ψαλλέτω 14 ἀσθενεῖ τις ἐν ὑµῖν, 
προσκαλεσάσθω τοὺς πρεσβυτέρους τῆς ἐκκλησίας καὶ προσευξάσθωσαν ἐπʼ αὐτὸν ἀλείψαντες 
αὐτὸν ἐλαίῳ ἐν τῷ ὀνόµατι τοῦ κυρίου. 15 καὶ ἡ εὐχὴ τῆς πίστεως σώσει τὸν κάµνοντα καὶ 
ἐγερεῖ αὐτὸν ὁ κύριος· κἂν ἁµαρτίας ᾖ πεποιηκώς, ἀφεθήσεται αὐτῷ. 16 ἐξοµολογεῖσθε οὖν 
ἀλλήλοις τὰς ἁµαρτίας καὶ εὔχεσθε ὑπὲρ ἀλλήλων, ὅπως ἰαθῆτε. πολὺ ἰσχύει δέησις δικαίου 
ἐνεργουµένη.	

There	is	one	significant	textual	variant	in	verse	16.	The	“τὰς ἁµαρτίας”	can	be	“τὰ παραπτώµατα.”	The	first	
is	“the	sins”	while	the	latter	is	“the	trespasses”	or	“the	faults,	failures.”	

In	verse	13	the	phrase	is	translated	correctly	“Is	anyone	among	you	___,	let	him	___.”	This	phrase	is	
repeated	three	times	(v.13	2x;	v.14).	The	reason	we	translate	the	command	“let	him___,”	is	because	the	
verb	is	in	the	3rd	person	imperative	grammatical	form.	

Therefore,	what	we	need	to	look	at	is	the	condition,	then	the	command.	

The	first	condition	from	verse	13	is	“κακοπαθέω	kakopatheō.”	This	is	a	compound	word	“κακός	kakos”	
meaning	“bad,	evil,	wicked;”	and	“πάθος	pathos”	to	suffer	emotional	distress.	The	compound	word	then	
means	to	be	caused	emotional	distress	due	to	mistreatment,	to	endure	evil.	The	noun	form	of	this	word	is	
found	in	verse	10	“suffering.”		

Based	upon	the	context,	what	is	the	mistreatment	that	this	could	be	speaking	of?	This	can	be	either	the	
affluent,	being	taken	advantage	of,	or	this	can	be	the	poor	being	oppressed	by	the	affluent.	Regardless	of	
the	situation,	the	one	enduring	wrong	is	to	“προσεύχομαι	proseuchomai.”	Which	is	the	typical	word	for	
prayer.	But	why	pray?	This	is	not	simply	Christian	platitude.	We	do	not	simply	say	“pray”	as	the	cure	all.	
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During	these	lessons	in	James	5	we	have	reviewed	several	passages	that	have	reminded	us	that	we	need	to	
entrust	our	situation	to	a	just	God	who	will	handle	all	things	accordingly.	

We	have	also	been	reminded	that	believers	have	been	forgiven	all	sins	and	faults.	those	known	and	
those	unknow,	those	admitted	and	those	that	have	not	been	admitted.	And	we	also	understand	that	
the	instruction	is	to	forgive	one	another	as	Christ	has	forgiven	you.		

James	is	telling	them	that	if	they	have	suffered	at	the	hands	of	another	they	are	not	to	hold	that	
against	them	(be	patient)	and	entrust	their	situation	to	God	who	will	handle	every	situation	with	His	
truth,	justice,	compassion	and	mercy.	

Prayer	is	man’s	way	of	aligning	themselves	to	the	truth	of	God	and	God’s	will.	Prayer	is	used	here	
because	those	who	are	emotionally	distressed	because	of	the	sin	of	another	are	to	align	themselves	
with	the	character	and	will	of	God.	

εὐθυμέω	euthumeō	–	is	translated	cheerful.	This	is	another	compound	word.	The	word	for	good	and	the	
word	for	strong	passion.	Cheerful	is	a	good	translation,	but	the	word	has	more	of	a	celebratory	nature.	
This	word	is	in	opposition	to	emotionally	distressed.	Due	to	the	context,	I	am	persuaded	that	the	reason	to	
be	happy	is	due	to	the	actions	of	another.	

The	response	is	“ψάλλω	psallō,”	which	is	to	sing	a	psalm,	literally	to	play	a	stringed	instrument.	Music	
was	designed	to	make	merry,	to	play	songs	of	cheer.	This	here	is	specifically	directed	to	the	Jewish	
concept.	This	is	the	basis	of	the	Psalms.	

In	the	end,	regardless	of	the	circumstance,	the	ones	who	are	emotionally	distressed	or	have	good	
intense	emotions,	they	are	to	recognize	God	in	all	things.	

In	verse	13	we	worked	with	the	words,	the	translation	and	the	context	to	see	that	this	passage	(13-16)	is	
not	a	stand-alone	concept	but	is	further	instruction	to	those	who	are	in	these	circumstances.	The	
interpretation	is	an	understanding	of	what	the	original	readership	would	have	understood	from	these	
words.	We	also	drew	out	obvious	principles	that	can	be	applied	to	any	situation.	

Now	we	come	to	verses	14-16.	This	is	where	we	must	be	careful.	This	is	what	we	call	a	difficult	passage.	This	
passage	is	difficult	for	two	reasons.	The	first	is	that	there	are	many	who	disagree	with	what	this	passage	is	
saying.	The	second	is	a	lack	of	harmony	in	Scripture.	When	we	have	no	other	Scripture	that	tells	us	to	do	a	task	
we	must	be	careful	not	to	take	on	those	instructions	in	haste.	

1. Are	we	understanding	the	passage	correctly?	
2. Is	this	a	particular	instruction	to	this	particular	audience?	(2nd	Timothy	4:13)	

	


