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Lesson 203 
 
Egermeier’s Story: None 
 
Memory Verse: Psalm 34:13 “Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from 
speaking lies.” NIV 
 
Scripture: I and II Peter 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 193-199 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
There are some illustrations in the letters that Peter uses to reinforce the 
meaning of the teaching. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: God’s Grace 
 
Key Theme: Peter tells us why he wrote the first letter: I Peter 5:12b “I have 
written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. 
Stand firm in it.” 
 
In the salutation to Peter’s first letter, he wishes grace and peace to the readers 
in the fullest measure. Then in verses 3-5, we read a recitation of the blessings 
we are given through Jesus Christ: 

vs 3 – We are born again to a living hope because of the resurrection. 
vs 4 – We have an imperishable inheritance reserved in heaven. 
vs 5 – Our salvation is protected.  

 
The prophets of the Old Testament prophesied by the Spirit of God, but they 
did not understand what they were prophesying about, cf Daniel 12:8-9. 
 
In I Peter 1:12 we are told the angels long to look into the salvation we have. 
And it is little wonder that the angels would look in wonder at our salvation. 
Although there could possibly be theological speculation on the subject, the 
Bible does not reveal any means of salvation for angels  
 
In verses 13-16, we are told to fix our hope on the grace that will be brought to 
us when Jesus is revealed. Peter exhorts us to holiness—this involves being set 
apart from sin for God. We find that this is a mental activity because Peter uses 
a figure of speech here that literally says “gird up the loins of your mind.” 
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You’ve seen the pictures of the long flowing garments worn in those times. In 
order to perform an activity requiring freedom of movement, one would tuck 
the lower parts of the  garment up under the belt out of the way. Part of having 
your mind ready for mental activity is being sober and being like obedient 
children. 
 
The fear referred to in verse 17 would be the awe that comes from knowledge of 
what God has done for us through Jesus, as explained in verses 17-21. 

vss 18-19 – You are not redeemed by perishable things, but with the blood of 
Christ. 
vss 20-21 – Christ appeared for the sake of believers so that our faith and 
hope are in God. 

 
Verses 22ff - The grace that has given us a new birth comes from the Word of 
God which is living and enduring. Because believers are all purified by truth, we 
should love one another. 
 
Chapter 2 begins with items that should be eliminated from Christians’ lives 
and replaced with the sustenance of the Word. Since we have been born again, 
we are spiritually newborn babies. The spiritual newborn must have sustenance 
appropriate for a newborn, which is the Word. This involves knowledge, a 
mental activity. To carry the analogy further, we could say that we need this 
sustenance often. 
 
Stones were a part of everyday life. Builders would use carefully selected stones 
for their buildings. But stones were also something that could cause someone to 
stumble if they were in their path. Believers are used as stones in a spiritual 
building, with Jesus as the main stone for building upon. But to those who do 
not believe in Jesus for salvation, He has become a stone to stumble over 
resulting in their doom. It is by God’s grace that He has given us His Word for 
sustenance and is using us in His spiritual building. 
 
We see in 2:11-17 that grace means submission to the government. In 18-25, 
grace means submission to masters. Grace is extended in 3:1-7 to the husband 
and wife relationship. I Peter 3:3-4 teaches us that attractiveness comes from 
inner qualities, not just external adornment. 
 
We see the theme of this section summed up in 3:8-12. The instructions are 
presented with the result defined in 3:12a:  “…the eyes of the Lord are toward the 
righteous…” 
 
I Peter 3:13-4:6 is the passage about suffering. The point that was first made in 
2:20 is repeated in 3:17 and again in 4:15—If you are suffering, it is better to 
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suffer undeservedly than to suffer because you have done wrong. We should 
know that we can expect suffering, and there is a personal result stated in 3:14, 
“you are blessed.” This concept is re-stated later in 4:14. And when our suffering 
is endured with this attitude, it brings a result external to each of us—others will 
see the hope within us. We should be prepared for this, “…ready to make a 
defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you…” 
I Peter 3:15. 
 
In 4:7-19, we are taught how to react to the suffering that will come. The term 
“one another” is repeated three times in vss 8-10. The reaction to suffering 
must not interfere with our relationships among our fellow Christians. By 
loving and caring for one another, the suffering will show God’s grace through 
our actions. Chapter 5 expands upon the service of elders and young men. An 
important doctrine is presented in 5:8-9 concerning our adversary, the devil. 
We are told to be sober and alert because the adversary is prowling like a 
roaring lion seeking someone to devour. We are told to resist the devil and be 
firm in our faith. 
 
Peter begins his second letter with wishes of grace and peace, again stressing the 
mental activity—namely, knowledge of God and our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
true knowledge of Him who called us. Indeed, mental activity is the major 
theme of this letter. Peter states his purpose in 3:1—“This is now, beloved, the 
second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by 
way of reminder…” 
 
Peter is emphasizing what believers know. Notice that Peter uses words of 
mental activity throughout the letter: 

1:2, 3, 5, 8; 2:20 – knowledge 
1:12, 20; 3:3, 17, 18 – know 
1:13; 3:1 – reminder 
1:14 – knowing 
1:15 – call to mind 
2:21 – known (2X) 
3:1 – mind 
3:2 – remember 

One can easily infer from this that our faith must have a basis in knowledge. 
Peter’s teaching about false teachers occupies the entire second chapter. As 
Peter closes his second letter, we see that the believer’s knowledge will guard 
from error. 
 
This letter makes clear the nature of Scripture in II Peter 1:16-21. Scripture is 
not clever stories. In the case of the apostles, it was eyewitness accounts. The 
prophecy of Scripture is not subject to personal interpretation. It is truth that 
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comes to the prophet from God through the action of the Holy Spirit. The truth 
of the eyewitness accounts and the prophecies is attested by the lives of the men 
God used to communicate these truths. Prophets and apostles alike were killed 
for their messages. Men don’t die for what they know to be lies. 
 
Peter warns that men will deny the truths of the Bible because Jesus has not 
returned. This is because God is patient, desiring men to change their minds. 
Men want to deny Creation, the Flood and the Second Coming. For men to 
accept these as fact, they would have to accept that there is a Creator worthy of 
worship and that He judged the earth once and could once again. 
 


