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Lesson 202 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 562 – Paul Finishes His Race  
 
Memory Verse: Matthew 6:12 “And forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors.” NASB 
 
Scripture: I and II Timothy, Titus 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 370, 379-384 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: The Perseverance of Believers 
 
Key Theme: The importance of endurance or perseverance in the believer’s life 
relates to the rewards to be received at the Judgment Seat of Christ, or the Bema 
Seat Judgments. 
 
The need for endurance and perseverance exhorted in the New Testament 
illustrates the presence of trials and troubles in this “present evil world.” Paul 
exhorts his readers to bear up under pressure because only their faith in God 
and their knowledge of His Word will carry them through these times. The 
word perseverance translates the Greek word hupomona, which has the meaning 
of bearing up under a load. It is the load bearing ability that comes from 
exercising one’s faith and the deepening knowledge of God’s Word.  
 
Paul wrote to two of his converts, Timothy and Titus, encouraging them to 
develop this endurance and exhorting them to encourage others toward this 
goal. Remaining faithful to God and His Word is the key to maturity and 
completeness. Paul likens the Christian life to a race and tells his readers that to 
run a race, the runner must develop endurance and press to the goal of running 
a good race. Perseverance is necessary to complete the course, as Paul relates in 
II Timothy 4:6-8. He has persevered to the end, and the reward of a crown of 
righteousness awaits him. 
 
There are several elements in this development of endurance, of perseverance. 
Faithfulness in taking in God’s Word and believing the Word of God are crucial 
to developing load carrying ability. Prayer is also necessary for perseverance. 
Ephesians 6:10-18 provides us with a prescription for learning to endure. Each 
of the elements in the armor of God is critical to development of the believer’s 
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character. God does not expect us to endure without the resources for that 
quality. He has amply provided for us a vast arsenal to remain faithful to Him to 
the end. Only through consistent use of these resources can perseverance be 
learned. 
 
Development of perseverance leads to endurance, the ability to bear up under a 
load, and these lead to assurance. Continual immersion in Scripture to learn 
endurance also provides the believer with confidence and assurance of the 
position that every believer enjoys, that of being “in Christ.” So the 
development of endurance brings many benefits to the believer’s life and 
experience. Not the least of these resources is the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, 
whom Christ sent to help us through these struggles. He was promised by Jesus, 
provided at Pentecost, and is the guarantee of our final salvation and our 
promised inheritance (Ephesians 1:14). 
 


