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Lesson 194 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 551 – Paul Before Felix 
Page 552 – Paul Appeals to Caesar 
 
Memory Verse: Ephesians 4:6 “One God and Father of all who is over all and 
through all and in all.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Acts 24:1-26; 24:27-25:12 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 366-367 
 
Object Lesson: A Broken Toy 
 
See this broken toy? Do you know how it was broken? Well, someone became 
angry and threw it down and stomped on it and broke it. That wasn’t good, was 
it  No, it was a bad thing. Do you suppose the person who became angry and 
broke this toy should be punished? Maybe that person should have their toys 
taken away for a day as punishment. The Bible tells us that anyone who is not as 
perfect as God has sinned (Romans 3:23). God wouldn’t have broken this toy in 
anger, would He? No, God is perfect. God doesn’t do bad things. Anytime we 
do not act as perfectly as God always is, we have sinned. That means we have all 
sinned. It is important to know this because Jesus Christ died for our sins. 
When we believe that Jesus Christ died to take away the sins of the world (John 
1:29) and especially our own sins and that He arose from the dead to prove His 
victory over our sins, we are saved from being punished for our sins, and God 
gives us the free gift of eternal life. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: The Gospel 
 
Key Theme: Christians need to know the Good News about Jesus Christ—the 
gospel—and be able to present the gospel any time the opportunity is given us. 
 
In this story about Paul before the rulers, we see an example of Paul presenting 
what some in Christian circles would call “his testimony.” Actually, we are 
seeing two things. First, a fulfillment of the prophecy of Jesus: 
 

Luke 12:11-12 “When they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers 
and the authorities, do not worry about how or what you are to speak in 
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your defense, or what you are to say; for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that 
very hour what you ought to say.” 

 
Second, we see Paul exercising his spiritual gift of evangelism. In Acts 24:25, we 
read that Felix is frightened. The Greek word may be a little more extreme than 
frightened. This word (emfoboß/emphobos)  is used four other times in the New 
Testament. Take a look at these, and you will get the idea of “terrified” or 
“filled with fear”—Luke 24:5, 37; Acts 10:4; Rev. 11:13. So we might ask, What 
filled Felix with fear? Felix had his wife with him, and they asked Paul to talk 
with them about faith in Jesus Christ. Paul spoke with them about the subjects 
of righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come. The answer as to why 
these things filled Felix with terror may have something to do with who Felix 
was. 
 
Drusilla was Herod Agrippa’s youngest daughter. Herod Agrippa I was the king 
of Judea from a.d. 37-44 and was the grandson of Herod the Great, king of 
Judea at the time of Jesus’ birth (Herod Agrippa II, the great-grandson of 
Herod the Great, is the king mentioned in Acts 25:13 and following). Drusilla 
was married to Aziz of Emesa when she was sixteen. Aziz was the governor of 
Emesa, a small province in the north of Syria. It was a year later that Felix 
persuaded Drusilla to leave her husband and become Felix’s third wife 
 
This lurid little tale and the corrupt behavior implied in Acts 24:26 (his hope 
that Paul would “buy him off”) might well explain Felix’s terror. Although it is 
not directly stated, we can surmise that Paul’s discussion about “righteousness, 
self-control and the judgment to come” may have convicted Felix of his sins. 
Could that have been enough to bring him to believe that Jesus died for his sins?  
We don’t know.  
 
The gospel is spelled out in the key passage, 
 

I Corinthians 15:1-4 “Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel 
which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, 
by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to 
you, unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance 
what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures….” 

 
What did Christ die for? Our sins. We must understand that we have sinned in 
order to understand the importance of Christ dying for the sins of men. It 
would appear that Paul has made this point quite well to Felix because he has 
become filled with fear. 
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Notice also that Paul is talking with Felix and Drusilla about faith in Jesus 
Christ. The gospel is that Jesus died for our sins and was raised from the dead 
on the third day. If one places his faith in this gospel, then God gives the free 
gift of eternal life to this believer. 
 
So we see in this story about Paul, Felix and Drusilla an example of Paul’s 
evangelistic gift. Paul talks about sin and the need for the gospel. He talks about 
faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
The gospel is simple—Christ died for our sins. He rose from death on the third 
day after His death.  
 
For those who know that they are sinners, this is good news. Christ’s death took 
care of the sins. His resurrection testifies to the efficacy of His death.  
 
Now it is up to the sinner to simply believe this.  
 
The gospel is not about bringing peace or joy into your life. That may happen, 
or it may not. The gospel is about Christ dying for our sins. Lack of joy or 
peace in one’s life is not what brings God’s wrath upon humans and excludes 
them from heaven. Sin is. 
 
The gospel is power in itself. It is truth from God. Our cleverness is not what 
convinces a sinner of the truth of the gospel. God must do that. Our charm or 
winsomeness are not the issues either. It is good for us to be well prepared and 
to know the gospel so we can present it well. The rest is up to God. 
 
Stirring testimonials, continual pressure and argumentation, hypnotic music—
all of these are unnecessary to the presentation of the gospel. They may or may 
not be a hindrance, depending on the individual’s circumstance. But the 
presentation of the gospel does not need a formula for the environment of its 
presentation. 
 
The gospel is inherently simple and needs nothing added to it. Remember that 
“repentance” in the original means “changing one’s mind”; and when someone 
has believed the gospel, they have just changed their mind. There is nothing in 
the gospel about receiving Christ into your heart. It’s not that this is a bad thing, 
it’s just not the gospel. There is nothing in the gospel about changing all your 
filthy little habits, making Jesus the Lord of your life, surrendering yourself to 
His will, being baptized, persevering in your faith, or making a genuine 
commitment. Those things may or may not happen over time as the believer 
grows in knowledge of God’s Word. But the gospel is just the simple fact that 
Jesus Christ died for our sins and rose on the third day from the dead. 
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It is not easy to believe this. Putting one’s faith in Jesus Christ for salvation is 
not easy. It is eternal. We present the gospel as clearly as we can. It is up to God 
to bring the sinner to believe it. 
 


