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Lesson 193 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 548 – A Young Man Saves Paul’s Life 
 
Memory Verse: Ephesians 4:6 “One God and Father of all who is over all and 
through all and in all.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Acts 23:11-35 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 365 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: God’s Sovereignty Over the Schemes of Men 
 
Key Theme: God uses various means to complete His purpose, even means which 
do not seem likely to man. 
 
When Paul talks about wanting to go to Rome in the first verses of the letter to 
the Romans, he probably did not know when that would happen. He talks about 
the possibility of the trip, but there is no hint of any certainty. He wrote to the 
Romans apparently before his imprisonment and had no clear assurance that he 
would visit Rome until the dream spoken of during that incarceration. After the 
dream, he would have had little doubt of the certainty of his visit to Rome. 
 
The plotting by those enemies who sought to kill him and remove their 
annoyance was obviously known to God; thus, providence coordinated the 
movements of Paul’s nephew to assure his overhearing the details of the 
scheme. Therefore, what Paul’s enemies did “in secret” was known by the one 
who knows all secrets. Paul’s nephew must have had a close relationship with 
Paul and felt bold enough to relate the information to Paul, who saw that it was 
passed along to the Roman commander. Thus, the secret things are known to 
God (Deuteronomy 29:29); and nothing is hidden from Him (Matthew 10:26; 
Mark 4:22; Luke 8:17). God used the good hearing of Paul’s nephew to defeat 
the craft of the conspirators and assure that His plan for Paul was effected. 
Paul’s confidence in God’s sovereignty, as stated in Romans 8:31 (“If God is for 
us, who is against us?”) is born out in the events that assured his eventual trip to 
Rome to visit the believers there. Perhaps Paul recalled that statement after the 
visit from our Lord and realized the mechanics of God’s actions when his 
nephew brought the news of the plot to him. 
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We would do well to learn from this narrative. It is difficult to see good coming 
from some things that occur in our lives. We all know that. What we need to ask 
ourselves is, Do we believe what God says in His word? We say we do, but the 
real test is when “the rubber hits the road.” When we are in the thick of 
difficulty, do we recall Paul’s words in Romans 8, “…God causes all things work 
together for good to those who love God…” and “If God is for us, who is 
against us?” This attitude is not something that is reached and never needs to be 
handled again. It must be cultivated constantly—each and every time we face 
difficulty. We should not presume that we have learned this; it is something that 
must be dealt with on an ongoing basis. We must constantly remind ourselves of 
what we know intellectually so that we can come to know it experientially. It is a 
process, a journey, not a destination. 
 


