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Lesson 186 
 
Egermeier’s Story: None 
 
Memory Verse: Matthew 6:33  “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things will be added unto you.” KJV 
 
Note: We are using the KJV for this memory verse since that is the version 
used in the song we will be learning this Sunday. 
 
Scripture: I Corinthians 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 336-343 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Overview of I Corinthians 
 
Key Theme: Christian living in a sinful world 
 
The book of I Corinthians is a book of problems and solutions. The letter was 
written by the apostle Paul in a.d. 55. Paul had apparently received word of 
problems they were having in the church, and he also received a letter from 
them asking for answers to some questions. This prompted the writing of this 
book. 
 
The city of Corinth was a major commercial center in Greece. It was located on 
the narrow isthmus between the Aegean and Adriatic seas. The city was very 
immoral. The temple of Aphrodite with 1000 temple prostitutes was located in 
Corinth. 
 
As stated, the book deals with several problems in the Corinthian church. After 
his greeting in 1:1-9 in which he praises them for their possession of spiritual 
gifts, Paul addresses their first issue—that of divisions within the church. The 
church was apparently dividing into factions who identified with a particular 
leader. Paul addresses this by stating that unity of doctrine is what provides 
unity in the church. This approach is interesting in light of the ecumenical 
movements so prevalent today. Today’s groups try to lay doctrine aside for the 
purpose of unity. They view doctrine as divisive and try to find common 
ground on social issues. Paul looks at several areas of doctrine that can be the 
basis for unity. He looks at the person and work of Jesus Christ. There is one 
Christ, one cross, one baptism. He also views the gospel as a unifying doctrine. 
Unbelievers view the cross as foolishness; but to the believer, it is the power of 



Beth Haven Church Sunday School Series 

 Beth Haven Church 2006 

God. He also reminds them that their membership in the body of Christ is a 
matter of God’s sovereign choice, not of their own doing. He discusses the true 
nature of wisdom as having its source in divine viewpoint, not from human 
reasoning. He describes the Corinthian church as spiritual babies, unable to 
respond appropriately to true wisdom. He then discusses the nature of service. 
He encourages them not to divide over the messenger, stating that the results of 
the ministry were due to God. He does, however, remind them that there will be 
reward for quality service. He also notes that there is no place for pride in 
service. 
 
Paul then addresses problems of immorality. He criticizes the Corinthian 
church for their arrogance in spite of this ongoing immorality and warns them 
of the danger that the immorality could spread. Next, he discusses problems of 
litigation and disputes, reminding them that they shouldn’t rely on the world to 
settle their disagreements. This shows disrespect of the brethren and ignorance 
of doctrine. 
 
Next he answers several questions that had been posed to him in a letter from 
the church. In response to questions about marriage, he encourages those who 
were married to stay married, but states that it is good if one is able to stay 
single. This would allow them to devote more time to God. 
 
Another important issue that Paul addresses is the exercise of Christian liberty. 
The law taught that no man can achieve righteousness by rule keeping. When 
Jesus Christ died on the cross for our sins, we were freed from the need to 
follow the law. Paul tells us that we have certain freedoms as a result of this. 
However, he tells us that we should be careful how we exercise these freedoms. 
We are to be guided by principles, not rules, giving careful consideration as to 
how the exercise of liberty might affect others. If the exercise of liberty causes 
someone to stumble, to revert to a previous lifestyle, then we should refrain 
from that activity. Christian liberty should be regulated by Christian love. 
Christian love is a mental attitude that desires what is best for the one loved, in 
light of eternity. Another concept to consider is that not all things lawful are 
necessarily profitable. 
 
Next, Paul discusses issues the Corinthian church was having with worship. 
The first issue was with the role of women. The Bible has established authority 
in the family and in the church. Women, while not considered inferior, have 
been given a position of submission. They apparently were not exhibiting the 
proper signs of submission in worship. The Corinthian church was also 
improperly observing the Lord’s supper. They had forgotten the significance of 
Christ’s death. 
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Next, Paul discusses the use of spiritual gifts in the church at Corinth. The 
church was placing excessive emphasis on the charismatic spiritual gifts. Paul 
taught them that there were a variety of spiritual gifts, each for the edification, 
or building up, of the church. The gifts are not for the purpose of bringing 
attention to the individual. He also emphasizes the necessity of love in the 
exercise of one’s spiritual gifts. 
 
Finally, Paul addresses questions regarding the resurrection. Chapter 15 is a 
very important chapter in this book. It begins with the key passage in the Bible 
on the gospel, I Corinthians 15:3. Simply stated, the gospel involves three 
components:  a person, a work, and an accomplishment. Jesus Christ died on 
the cross for our sins. Paul then deals with the importance of the resurrection. 
The resurrection is proof of the effectiveness of what Jesus did when He died 
on the cross. First, Paul establishes the historicity of the resurrection. He 
reports many eyewitnesses to the post-resurrection appearances of Jesus. He 
even tells the Corinthians that there are many still alive at that time who could 
verify this. Next, Paul addresses the concern that some were claiming that there 
is no resurrection of the dead. He makes the point that if the resurrection did 
not occur, then their faith is in vain. He then proceeds to argue that the 
resurrection of Jesus, the first fruits of those who are asleep, proves the 
resurrection and guarantees that those who have died in Christ will be raised. 
He also characterizes the resurrection body by  comparing it to the earthly 
body. The resurrection body is raised imperishable, in glory, in power, as a 
spiritual body. The natural body is perishable, sown in dishonor and in 
weakness. In light of this, Paul proclaims victory over death. 
 
The challenge of summarizing the entire book in one lesson  is formidable, if 
not nearly impossible. Perhaps, one might be best served by briefly outlining 
some of the problems addressed in the book, and then addressing  a few things 
in more detail. Chapter 15, the resurrection chapter, with the key passage on 
the gospel, is a chapter worthy of extra detail. 
 


