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Lesson 183 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 537 – Many Believe at Corinth  
 
Memory Verse: Romans 1:16a “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is 
the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes….”NASB 
 
Scripture: Acts 18:1-23 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 265 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Resistance to God’s Word 
 
Key Theme: “Good Works” 
 
What does God’s Word have to say about religious performance? There are 
many acts that are completed by people with the intention that these will be 
pleasing to God. The Bible offers many examples of these religious acts. In 
Jeremiah 32:35, sacrifices of children were made through fire. “They built the 
high places of Baal that are in the valley of Ben-hinnom to cause their sons and 
their daughters to pass through [the fire] to Molech, which I had not 
commanded them nor had it entered My mind that they should do this 
abomination, to cause Judah to sin.” These people thought they would please 
their god by sacrificing their children. Granted, this would seem to be an 
extreme example today. But, this is what they believed.  
 
An example in the New Testament is the Pharisee of Luke 18:9-17. The 
Pharisees would pray in public for all to see. In this case, the Pharisee compares 
himself to characters such as swindlers, adulterers, the unjust, and even a tax 
collector who was near by. In his eyes, he is, of course, better than these people. 
He reminds God that he completes religious acts such as fasting and tithing. 
Jesus Himself makes it clear that He is not impressed with the Pharisee because 
he exalts himself. 
 
Today there are many examples of religious performance, whether it is 
abstaining from certain foods, prayer repetition such as the Prayer of Jabez 
(I Chronicles 4:10), or repetitive genuflecting. In our world, doing what others 
do is not always right. The issue is doing what God says—obedience. Man is 
fallible and prone to mistakes. Knowing this, why should we follow the religion 
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or customs of man? God is always right; He is without error. Should we put our 
faith in religious traditions and opinions or in the Word of God? 
 
For Christians, the issue is our attitude. Why do we do “good works”? Are 
works completed to impress others? God knows our motivation; He is 
omniscient. Or are the works we do in response to what Christ has done for us? 
Our good words should be done out of gratitude and thanks. After all, His death 
on the cross is what spares us from eternal damnation. In Paul’s letter to the 
Ephesians, he states, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them 
(Ephesians 2:10).” This letter is written to believers. The letter tells the purpose 
of our creation, for good works. If we are in the body of Christ as believers, 
good works are to be our response. These works were created before time by 
God. It is what we are appointed to do. The idea of walking in our works is the 
idea that this should be our lifestyle and part of our character. II Timothy 3:17 
teaches that “the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.” 
We are to pattern our lives after God, to become Christ like. “…You shall be 
holy, for I am holy (1 Peter 1:16).” 
 


