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Lesson 181 
 
Egermeier’s Story:  
 
No Egermeier’s Story  
 
Memory Verse: I Thessalonians 5:16-18 “Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; 
in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” NASB 
 
Scripture: I and II Thessalonians 
 
Teaching Resource: 
  Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 266-269 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
If your students are younger and are not yet readers, then print out the 
simplified paraphrase of the letters to the Thessalonians and put it in an 
envelope. Using the background information below, explain the letter to the 
students; then open the letter and read it to them. 
 
If your students are beginning readers, you might prefer to print out a copy of 
the letters, one for each student, put them in envelopes, and let each student 
have a set of letters to take turns reading after your explanation. The TEV 
(Today’s English Version) from the American Bible Society is an easy to read 
version and is included at the end of this lesson. 
 
And if your students are seasoned readers, print out the NASB version of the 
letters for them to read. 
 
In every case, you want to convey the idea that these are letters written to the 
church in Thessalonica. If you want to be creative and print the letters on a 
parchment type of paper, then roll each letter up and tie a cord around it, the 
students may like that effect. 
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Doctrinal Emphasis: The Doctrine of the Letters to the Thessalonians 
 
Key Theme: The letters to the Thessalonians are the first letters written by an 
apostle to the churches to explain the doctrines of the Christian faith. 
 
Background: 
 
Paul, Silas, and Timothy had been to this city on the second missionary journey 
(Acts 17:1-14). Thessalonica was the largest city and chief seaport in the region 
north of Greece called Macedonia. It is estimated that the population of 
Thessalonica at that time was in excess of 200,000. There was a significant 
synagogue in the city; and judging from the Acts account, the synagogue had 
quite a few gentile proselytes. We are unsure how long Paul remained in 
Thessalonica teaching the new believers. Acts mentions three Sabbaths, but he 
must have carried on his teaching outside the synagogue for some time longer 
than this.  
 
Some of the Jewish leaders of the synagogue were opposed to Paul’s teachings 
and stirred up enough trouble that Paul, Silas and Timothy left town. Later, 
Timothy returned to Thessalonica to look into the condition of this new 
church, this new group of Christians, to encourage them and report back to 
Paul.  
 
The first letter is a letter from a concerned apostle. There is praise for the 
healthy condition of the church, the group of believers in Thessalonica, and 
thankfulness. Paul defends himself against the slanders to his ministry. He 
encourages the new Christians to endure the persecutions that come from those 
opposed to their beliefs and to be careful not to revert to their former ways. 
Paul teaches them about those who die before Christ’s return. He also teaches 
them about some problems that occur within the church. 
 
The second letter to the believers in Thessalonica was written shortly after the 
first to address a misunderstanding about the future “Day of the Lord.” Because 
of this misunderstanding, the new believers were expecting that the judgments 
of the last times were already at hand and that these new believers would be 
exempt. This led some to quit their occupations and become idle.  
 
These are probably the first letters written by Paul to the churches or groups of 
believers in the cities that are visited on the missionary journeys. The letters 
written to the groups of new believers expound the doctrines of the Christian 
faith.  
 
A simplified paraphrase of the letters— 
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The First Letter 
 
Paul, Silas and Timothy wish peace and grace to the believers of Thessalonica 
in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
We thank God in our prayers for all of you, for your faith, works, love and hope 
in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
We remember that you heard the good news and the Holy Spirit gave you 
power. And you saw what kind of men we are and joyfully imitated us even 
though many didn’t want you to. You have been good examples to other 
believers we have met. There are many reports about how you quit worshipping 
idols and began to worship the One True God, waiting the return of His Son, 
Jesus, who saved us from our sins. 
 
You remember how we came to you after being treated badly in the nearby 
town of Philippi and told you the good news about Jesus. You saw that we told 
you the good news not because of what men say but because it is from God. 
 
You saw that we worked hard while we were with you so you would know that 
we wanted to be good to you and not be greedy or trying to build ourselves up. 
We were trying to act like good parents who treat their children well so that you 
might act like people who are worthy of the kingdom of God. 
 
We are always thanking God that you believed the good news about Jesus and 
became like the believers in Judea who were treated badly because they 
believed. Although we are not with you right now, we would really like to see 
you because we all believe that Jesus is coming again. 
 
Remember that we warned you that some people would not like it that you have 
become Christians and would be mean to you. So when Timothy had visited 
you to encourage you, we were glad to hear from him that you were still faithful. 
 
We pray for you and are thankful for you all the time. We pray that we might be 
able to come to see you again. And we pray that God would increase your love 
for others and that you would be ready when Jesus comes again. 
 
We want you to continue to be good and remember what we taught you about 
being Christians and continue to be better in your love and your actions. 
 
We want you to know that if a Christian dies before Jesus comes back, we do 
not need to be sorry like we have no hope. Because just like Jesus died and rose 
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from the dead, Christians will also.  When Jesus returns, He will bring with 
Him all those Christians who have died since His death. He will gather up all 
those Christians who are still alive and take all Christians to be with Him 
forever. 
 
There will come a time called the Day of the Lord, and this will be a time of 
judgment. But Christians won’t be part of that, so we should be watching for 
Jesus to come at any time to take us with Him. 
 
We want you to be nice to your leaders who are teaching you about God. Be 
good to one another. Be joyful. Pray all the time. Give thanks to God for 
everything. When the Holy Spirit leads you, follow. Be careful to be good. 
 
Pray for us. Read this letter to your fellow believers. May the goodness of Jesus 
be with you. 
 
Second letter: 

 
Paul, Silas and Timothy wish peace and grace to the believers of Thessalonica 
in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
We should always give thanks to God for you because your faith has grown and 
your love for each other continues to grow. We tell other Christians about your 
faith even though some people have been mean to you because they don’t want 
you to be good Christians. The way you act is worthy of God’s kingdom. Let 
God pay back those who are mean to you, and God will be good to you when 
Jesus returns. Those who do not believe that Jesus is their Savior will be put 
away from God’s presence and from His power. But you who believed will be 
with God and Jesus will be glorified. 
 
We want you to know about the coming of Jesus and the last days. This will not 
happen until the man of lawlessness appears, and many people are led astray. 
This man will tell people that he is God and will make people worship him. 
 
Remember what I told you about this. This kind of lawlessness is in the earth 
today, but there is power from God that restrains it. This man of lawlessness 
will be revealed in time, but God will take him away when Jesus comes into His 
kingdom. 
 
There are people who do not believe the truth, and they will be separated from 
God when Jesus returns for His Kingdom. 
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We continue to give thanks that God has chosen you to believe the good news 
about Jesus. We want you to continue to believe and to be good like we taught 
you. And we pray that God who loves us and comforts us will give our hearts 
strength to do good things and say good things. 
 
Please pray for us that the good news about Jesus will spread to many people, 
just like it did to you. Pray that God will protect us from bad people. We know 
that the Lord is faithful and will give us strength and protection. We believe that 
the Lord will continue to give you help to love God and be faithful. 
 
Stay away from bad people. Be good examples like we were when we were with 
you. Do not eat anyone else’s food without paying for it. Remember that we 
worked hard while we were with you so that we wouldn’t have to take food from 
you. We want you to be like we were. Remember what we used to say, “If 
anyone is unwilling to work, then he is not to eat, either.” 
 
We have heard that some of you are not being good and are not working but are 
meddling in other people’s affairs. We are telling you to work quietly, and eat 
your own food. If anyone is not doing this, stay away from them and tell them to 
do better. 
 
May the Lord be with you and always give you peace. This note is written by 
me, Paul, and notice how I write to you. 
 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
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First Letter to the Thessalonians  
Today’s English Version 
 

1 From Paul, Silas, and Timothy— 
To the people of the church in Thessalonica, who belong to God the Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
May grace and peace be yours. 
2 We always thank God for you all and always mention you in our prayers. 

3For we remember before our God and Father how you put your faith into 
practice, how your love made you work so hard, and how your hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ is firm. 4Our brothers and sisters, we know that God loves you and 
has chosen you to be his own. 5For we brought the Good News to you, not with 
words only, but also with power and the Holy Spirit, and with complete 
conviction of its truth. You know how we lived when we were with you; it was 
for your own good. 6You imitated us and the Lord; and even though you 
suffered much, you received the message with the joy that comes from the Holy 
Spirit. 7So you became an example to all believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 
8For not only did the message about the Lord go out from you throughout 
Macedonia and Achaia, but the news about your faith in God has gone 
everywhere. There is nothing, then, that we need to say. 9All those people speak 
about how you received us when we visited you, and how you turned away from 
idols to God, to serve the true and living God 10and to wait for his Son to come 
from heaven—his Son Jesus, whom he raised from death and who rescues us 
from God’s anger that is coming. 

2 Our brothers and sisters, you yourselves know that our visit to you was not a 
failure. 2You know how we had already been ill-treated and insulted in Philippi 
before we came to you in Thessalonica. And even though there was much 
opposition, our God gave us courage to tell you the Good News that comes 
from him. 3Our appeal to you is not based on error or impure motives, nor do 
we try to trick anyone. 4Instead, we always speak as God wants us to, because he 
has judged us worthy to be entrusted with the Good News. We do not try to 
please people, but to please God, who tests our motives. 5You know very well 
that we did not come to you with flattering talk, nor did we use words to cover 
up greed—God is our witness! 6We did not try to get praise from anyone, either 
from you or from others, 7even though as apostles of Christ we could have 
made demands on you. But we were gentle when we were with you, like a 
mother taking care of her children. 8Because of our love for you we were ready 
to share with you not only the Good News from God but even our own lives. 
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You were so dear to us!  9Surely you remember, our brothers and sisters, how 
we worked and toiled! We worked day and night so that we would not be any 
trouble to you as we preached to you the Good News from God. 

10 You are our witnesses, and so is God, that our conduct towards you who 
believe was pure, right, and without fault. 11You know that we treated each one 
of you just as a father treats his own children. 12We encouraged you, we 
comforted you, and we kept urging you to live the kind of life that pleases God, 
who calls you to share in his own Kingdom and glory.13 And there is another 
reason why we always give thanks to God. When we brought you God’s 
message, you heard it and accepted it, not as a message from human beings but 
as God’s message, which indeed it is. For God is at work in you who believe. 
14Our brothers and sisters, the same things happened to you that happened to 
the churches of God in Judea, to the people there who belong to Christ Jesus. 
You suffered the same persecutions from your own people that they suffered 
from the Jews, 15who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and persecuted us. 
How displeasing they are to God! How hostile they are to everyone! 16They even 
tried to stop us from preaching to the Gentiles the message that would bring 
them salvation. In this way they have brought to completion all the sins they 
have always committed. And now God’s anger has at last come down on them! 

17 As for us, brothers and sisters, when we were separated from you for a 
little while—not in our thoughts, of course, but only in body—how we missed 
you and how hard we tried to see you again! 18We wanted to return to you. I 
myself tried to go back more than once, but Satan would not let us. 19After all, it 
is you—you, no less than others!—who are our hope, our joy, and our reason 
for boasting of our victory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes. 
20Indeed, you are our pride and our joy! 

3 Finally, we could not bear it any longer. So we decided to stay on alone in 
Athens 2while we sent Timothy, our brother who works with us for God in 
preaching the Good News about Christ. We sent him to strengthen you and 
help your faith, 3so that none of you should turn back because of these 
persecutions. You yourselves know that such persecutions are part of God’s will 
for us. 4For while we were still with you, we told you beforehand that we were 
going to be persecuted; and as you well know, that is exactly what happened. 
5That is why I had to send Timothy. I could not bear it any longer, so I sent him 
to find out about your faith. Surely it could not be that the Devil had tempted 
you and all our work had been for nothing! 
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6 Now Timothy has come back, and he has brought us the welcome news 
about your faith and love. He has told us that you always think well of us and 
that you want to see us just as much as we want to see you. 7So, in all our trouble 
and suffering we have been encouraged about you, brothers and sisters. It was 
your faith that encouraged us, 8because now we really live if you stand firm in 
your life in union with the Lord. 9Now we can give thanks to our God for you. 
We thank him for the joy we have in his presence because of you. 10Day and 
night we ask him with all our heart to let us see you personally and supply what 
is needed in your faith. 

11 May our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus prepare the way for 
us to come to you! 12May the Lord make your love for one another and for all 
people grow more and more and become as great as our love for you. 13In this 
way he will strengthen you, and you will be perfect and holy in the presence of 
our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all who belong to him. 

4 Finally, our brothers and sisters, you learnt from us how you should live in 
order to please God. This is, of course, how you have been living. And now we 
beg and urge you in the name of the Lord Jesus to do even more. 2For you know 
the instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 3God wants you 
to be holy and completely free from sexual immorality. 4Each of you men 
should know how to live with his wife in a holy and honourable way, 5not with a 
lustful desire, like the heathen who do not know God. 6In this matter, then, no 
man should do wrong to his fellow-Christian or take advantage of him. We have 
told you this before, and we strongly warned you that the Lord will punish those 
who do that. 7God did not call us to live in immorality, but in holiness. 8So then, 
whoever rejects this teaching is not rejecting a human being, but God, who 
gives you his Holy Spirit. 

9 There is no need to write to you about love for your fellow-believers. You 
yourselves have been taught by God how you should love one another. 10And 
you have, in fact, behaved like this towards all the brothers and sisters in all 
Macedonia. So we beg you, our brothers and sisters, to do even more. 11Make it 
your aim to live a quiet life, to mind your own business, and to earn your own 
living, just as we told you before. 12In this way you will win the respect of those 
who are not believers, and you will not have to depend on anyone for what you 
need. 

13 Our brothers and sisters, we want you to know the truth about those who 
have died, so that you will not be sad, as are those who have no hope. 14We 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will take back 
with Jesus those who have died believing in him. 

                                            
 



Beth Haven Church Sunday School Series 

 Beth Haven Church 2006 

15 What we are teaching you now is the Lord’s teaching: we who are alive on 
the day the Lord comes will not go ahead of those who have died. 16There will 
be the shout of command, the archangel’s voice, the sound of God’s trumpet, 
and the Lord himself will come down from heaven. Those who have died 
believing in Christ will rise to life first; 17then we who are living at that time will 
be gathered up along with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so 
we will always be with the Lord. 18So then, encourage one another with these 
words. 

5 There is no need to write to you, brothers and sisters, about the times and 
occasions when these things will happen. 2For you yourselves know very well 
that the Day of the Lord will come as a thief comes at night. 3When people say, 
“Everything is quiet and safe,” then suddenly destruction will hit them! It will 
come as suddenly as the pains that come upon a woman in labour, and people 
will not escape. 4But you, brothers and sisters, are not in the darkness, and the 
Day should not take you by surprise like a thief. 5All of you are people who 
belong to the light, who belong to the day. We do not belong to the night or to 
the darkness. 6So then, we should not be sleeping like the others; we should be 
awake and sober. 7It is at night that people sleep; it is at night that they get 
drunk. 8But we belong to the day, and we should be sober. We must wear faith 
and love as a breastplate, and our hope of salvation as a helmet. 9God did not 
choose us to suffer his anger, but to possess salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 10who died for us in order that we might live together with him, whether 
we are alive or dead when he comes. 11And so encourage one another and help 
one another, just as you are now doing. 

12 We beg you, our brothers and sisters, to pay proper respect to those who 
work among you, who guide and instruct you in the Christian life. 13Treat them 
with the greatest respect and love because of the work they do. Be at peace 
among yourselves. 

14 We urge you, our brothers and sisters, to warn the idle, encourage the 
timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15See that no one pays back 
wrong for wrong, but at all times make it your aim to do good to one another 
and to all people. 

16 Be joyful always, 17pray at all times, 18be thankful in all circumstances. 
This is what God wants from you in your life in union with Christ Jesus. 
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19 Do not restrain the Holy Spirit; 20do not despise inspired messages. 21Put 
all things to the test: keep what is good 22and avoid every kind of evil. 

23 May the God who gives us peace make you holy in every way and keep 
your whole being—spirit, soul, and body—free from every fault at the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you will do it, because he is faithful. 

25 Pray also for us, brothers and sisters. 
26 Greet all the believers with a holy kiss. 
27 I urge you by the authority of the Lord to read this letter to all the 

believers. 
28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

1  

                                            
1American Bible Society: The Holy Bible : Today's English Version. 2nd ed. New 
York : American Bible Society, 1992, S. 1 Th 1:1 
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The Second Letter to the Thessalonians 
Today’s English Version 
 
1  From Paul, Silas, and Timothy— 

To the people of the church in Thessalonica, who belong to God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

2 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace. 
3 Our brothers and sisters, we must thank God at all times for you. It is right 

for us to do so, because your faith is growing so much and the love each of you 
has for the others is becoming greater. 4That is why we ourselves boast about 
you in the churches of God. We boast about the way you continue to endure 
and believe through all the persecutions and sufferings you are experiencing. 

5 All of this proves that God’s judgement is just and as a result you will 
become worthy of his Kingdom, for which you are suffering. 6God will do what 
is right: he will bring suffering on those who make you suffer, 7and he will give 
relief to you who suffer and to us as well. He will do this when the Lord Jesus 
appears from heaven with his mighty angels, 8with a flaming fire, to punish 
those who reject God and who do not obey the Good News about our Lord 
Jesus. 9They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, separated from 
the presence of the Lord and from his glorious might, 10when he comes on that 
Day to receive glory from all his people and honour from all who believe. You 
too will be among them, because you have believed the message that we told 
you. 

11 That is why we always pray for you. We ask our God to make you worthy 
of the life he has called you to live. May he fulfil by his power all your desire for 
goodness and complete your work of faith. 12In this way the name of our Lord 
Jesus will receive glory from you, and you from him, by the grace of our God 
and of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered 
together to be with him: I beg you, my brothers and sisters, 2not to be so easily 
confused in your thinking or upset by the claim that the Day of the Lord has 
come. Perhaps it is thought that we said this while prophesying or preaching, or 
that we wrote it in a letter. 3Do not let anyone deceive you in any way. For the 
Day will not come until the final Rebellion takes place and the Wicked One 
appears, who is destined for hell. 4He will oppose every so-called god or object 
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of worship and will put himself above them all. He will even go in and sit down 
in God’s Temple and claim to be God. 

5 Don’t you remember? I told you all this while I was with you. 6Yet there is 
something that keeps this from happening now, and you know what it is. At the 
proper time, then, the Wicked One will appear. 7The Mysterious Wickedness is 
already at work, but what is going to happen will not happen until the one who 
holds it back is taken out of the way. 8Then the Wicked One will be revealed, 
but when the Lord Jesus comes, he will kill him with the breath from his mouth 
and destroy him with his dazzling presence. 9The Wicked One will come with 
the power of Satan and perform all kinds of false miracles and wonders, 10and 
use every kind of wicked deceit on those who will perish. They will perish 
because they did not welcome and love the truth so as to be saved. 11And so God 
sends the power of error to work in them so that they believe what is false. 
12The result is that all who have not believed the truth, but have taken pleasure 
in sin, will be condemned. 

13 We must thank God at all times for you, brothers and sisters, you whom 
the Lord loves. For God chose you as the first to be saved by the Spirit’s power 
to make you his holy people and by your faith in the truth. 14God called you to 
this through the Good News we preached to you; he called you to possess your 
share of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15So then, our brothers and sisters, 
stand firm and hold on to those truths which we taught you, both in our 
preaching and in our letter. 

16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us 
and in his grace gave us unfailing courage and a firm hope, 17encourage you and 
strengthen you always to do and say what is good. 

 

3 Finally, our brothers and sisters, pray for us, that the Lord’s message may 
continue to spread rapidly and be received with honour, just as it was among 
you. 2Pray also that God will rescue us from wicked and evil people; for not 
everyone believes the message. 

3 But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you and keep you safe from 
the Evil One. 4And the Lord gives us confidence in you, and we are sure that 
you are doing and will continue to do what we tell you. 5May the Lord lead you 
into a greater understanding of God’s love and the endurance that is given by 
Christ. 

6 Our brothers and sisters, we command you in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to keep away from all believers who are living a lazy life and who do not 
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follow the instructions that we gave them. 7You yourselves know very well that 
you should do just what we did. We were not lazy when we were with you. 8We 
did not accept anyone’s support without paying for it. Instead, we worked and 
toiled; we kept working day and night so as not to be an expense to any of you. 
9We did this, not because we have no right to demand our support; we did it to 
be an example for you to follow. 10While we were with you, we used to say to 
you, “Whoever refuses to work is not allowed to eat.” 

11 We say this because we hear that there are some people among you who 
live lazy lives and who do nothing except meddle in other people’s business. 12In 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ we command these people and warn them to 
lead orderly lives and work to earn their own living. 

13 But you, brothers and sisters, must not get tired of doing good. 14It may 
be that someone there will not obey the message we send you in this letter. If so, 
take note of that person and have nothing to do with him or her, so that they 
will be ashamed. 15But do not treat them as an enemy; instead, warn them as a 
fellow-believer. 

Final Words 
16 May the Lord himself, who is our source of peace, give you peace at all 

times and in every way. The Lord be with you all. 
17 With my own hand I write this: Greetings from Paul. This is the way I 

sign every letter; this is how I write. 
18 May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

2  
 

                                            
2American Bible Society: The Holy Bible : Today's English Version. 2nd ed. New 
York : American Bible Society, 1992, S. 2 Th 1:1 
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First Letter to the Thessalonians 

New American Standard Bible 

 

Paul and Silvanus and Timothy,  

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Grace to you and peace. 

We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our 
prayers; constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and 
Father, knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you; for our gospel 
did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and 
with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among 
you for your sake. 

You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in 
much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example 
to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.  

For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia 
and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that 
we have no need to say anything.  

For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, 
and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to 
wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, 
who rescues us from the wrath to come 

For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to you was not in vain, but 
after we had already suffered and been mistreated in Philippi, as you know, we 
had the boldness in our God to speak to you the gospel of God amid much 
opposition.  

For our exhortation does not come from error or impurity or by way of deceit; 
but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we 
speak, not as pleasing men, but God who examines our hearts 

For we never came with flattering speech, as you know, nor with a pretext for 
greed—God is witness — nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or 
from others, even though as apostles of Christ we might have asserted our 
authority.  
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But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares for 
her own children. Having so fond an affection for you, we were well-pleased to 
impart to you not only the gospel of God but also our own lives, because you 
had become very dear to us.  

For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, how working night and day so 
as not to be a burden to any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.  
You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and uprightly and blamelessly 
we behaved toward you believers; just as you know how we were exhorting and 
encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father would his own children, 
so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His 
own kingdom and glory.  

For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word 
of God which you heard from us, you accepted not as the word of men, but for 
what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who 
believe.  

For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that 
are in Judea, for you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own 
countrymen, even as they did from the Jews, who both killed the Lord Jesus and 
the prophets, and drove us out. They are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all 
men, hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved; with 
the result that they always fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come 
upon them to the utmost.  

But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short while—in 
person, not in spirit—were all the more eager with great desire to see your face.  

For we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, more than once—and yet Satan 
hindered us.  

For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?  For you are our glory and joy.  

Therefore when we could endure it no longer, we thought it best to be left 
behind at Athens alone, and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s fellow 
worker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you as to your faith, 
so that no one would be disturbed by these afflictions; for you yourselves know 
that we have been destined for this.  

For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance that we were 
going to suffer affliction; and so it came to pass, as you know.  

For this reason, when I could endure it no longer, I also sent to find out about 
your faith, for fear that the tempter might have tempted you, and our labor 
would be in vain.  



Beth Haven Church Sunday School Series 

 Beth Haven Church 2006 

But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us good news 
of your faith and love, and that you always think kindly of us, longing to see us 
just as we also long to see you, for this reason, brethren, in all our distress and 
affliction we were comforted about you through your faith; for now we really 
live, if you stand firm in the Lord.  

For what thanks can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with 
which we rejoice before our God on your account, as we night and day keep 
praying most earnestly that we may see your face, and may complete what is 
lacking in your faith?  

Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our way to 
you; and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one 
another, and for all people, just as we also do for you; so that He may establish 
your hearts without blame in holiness before our God and Father at the coming 
of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.  

Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you 
received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just 
as you actually do walk), that you excel still more. For you know what 
commandments we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.  

For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from 
sexual immorality; that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in 
sanctification and  honor, not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not 
know God; and that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter 
because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you 
before and solemnly warned you.  For God has not called us for the purpose of 
impurity, but in sanctification.  So, he who rejects this is not rejecting man but 
the God who gives His Holy Spirit to you.  

Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, 
for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another; for indeed you do 
practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, 
brethren, to excel still more, and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life 
and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we 
commanded you, so that you will behave properly toward outsiders and not be 
in any need.  

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, 
so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope.  For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have 
fallen asleep in Jesus.  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we 
who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those 
who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 
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shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the 
dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive and remain will be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall 
always be with the Lord.  Therefore comfort one another with these words.  

Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to 
be written to you.  For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will 
come just like a thief in the night. While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” 
then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman 
with child, and they will not escape.  

But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a 
thief; for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of 
darkness; so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober.  For 
those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at 
night.  But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate 
of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.  For God has not 
destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live 
together with Him. Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, 
just as you also are doing.  

But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor 
among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, and 
that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace 
with one another.  

We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help 
the weak, be patient with everyone.  See that no one repays another with evil for 
evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all people.  

Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit; do not despise prophetic 
utterances. But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good; 
abstain from every form of evil.  Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify 
you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, 
without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Faithful is He who calls 
you, and He also will bring it to pass.  

Brethren, pray for us.  
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Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss. I adjure you by the Lord to have this 
letter read to all the brethren.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you3 

                                            
3 New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update. LaHabra, CA : The Lockman 
Foundation, 1995, S. 2 Th 1:1-3:18 
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Second Letter to the Thessalonians 
New American Standard Bible 
 

Paul and Silvanus and Timothy,  

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Grace to you and peace. 

We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our 
prayers; constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and 
Father, knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you; for our gospel 
did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and 
with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among 
you for your sake. 

You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in 
much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example 
to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.  

For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia 
and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that 
we have no need to say anything.  

For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, 
and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to 
wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, 
who rescues us from the wrath to come 

For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to you was not in vain, but 
after we had already suffered and been mistreated in Philippi, as you know, we 
had the boldness in our God to speak to you the gospel of God amid much 
opposition.  

For our exhortation does not come from error or impurity or by way of deceit; 
but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we 
speak, not as pleasing men, but God who examines our hearts 

For we never came with flattering speech, as you know, nor with a pretext for 
greed—God is witness — nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or 
from others, even though as apostles of Christ we might have asserted our 
authority.  

But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares for 
her own children. Having so fond an affection for you, we were well-pleased to 
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impart to you not only the gospel of God but also our own lives, because you 
had become very dear to us.  

For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, how working night and day so 
as not to be a burden to any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.  
You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and uprightly and blamelessly 
we behaved toward you believers; just as you know how we were exhorting and 
encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father would his own children, 
so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His 
own kingdom and glory.  

For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word 
of God which you heard from us, you accepted not as the word of men, but for 
what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who 
believe.  

For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that 
are in Judea, for you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own 
countrymen, even as they did from the Jews, who both killed the Lord Jesus and 
the prophets, and drove us out. They are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all 
men, hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved; with 
the result that they always fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come 
upon them to the utmost.  

But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short while—in 
person, not in spirit—were all the more eager with great desire to see your face.  

For we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, more than once—and yet Satan 
hindered us.  

For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?  For you are our glory and joy.  

Therefore when we could endure it no longer, we thought it best to be left 
behind at Athens alone, and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s fellow 
worker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you as to your faith, 
so that no one would be disturbed by these afflictions; for you yourselves know 
that we have been destined for this.  

For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance that we were 
going to suffer affliction; and so it came to pass, as you know.  

For this reason, when I could endure it no longer, I also sent to find out about 
your faith, for fear that the tempter might have tempted you, and our labor 
would be in vain.  
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But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us good news 
of your faith and love, and that you always think kindly of us, longing to see us 
just as we also long to see you, for this reason, brethren, in all our distress and 
affliction we were comforted about you through your faith; for now we really 
live, if you stand firm in the Lord.  

For what thanks can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with 
which we rejoice before our God on your account, as we night and day keep 
praying most earnestly that we may see your face, and may complete what is 
lacking in your faith?  

Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our way to 
you; and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one 
another, and for all people, just as we also do for you; so that He may establish 
your hearts without blame in holiness before our God and Father at the coming 
of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.  

Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you 
received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just 
as you actually do walk), that you excel still more. For you know what 
commandments we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.  

For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from 
sexual immorality; that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in 
sanctification and  honor, not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not 
know God; and that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter 
because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you 
before and solemnly warned you.  For God has not called us for the purpose of 
impurity, but in sanctification.  So, he who rejects this is not rejecting man but 
the God who gives His Holy Spirit to you.  

Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, 
for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another; for indeed you do 
practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, 
brethren, to excel still more, and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life 
and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we 
commanded you, so that you will behave properly toward outsiders and not be 
in any need.  

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, 
so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope.  For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have 
fallen asleep in Jesus.  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we 
who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those 
who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 
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shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the 
dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive and remain will be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall 
always be with the Lord.  Therefore comfort one another with these words.  

Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to 
be written to you.  For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will 
come just like a thief in the night. While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” 
then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman 
with child, and they will not escape.  

But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a 
thief; for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of 
darkness; so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober.  For 
those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at 
night.  But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate 
of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.  For God has not 
destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live 
together with Him. Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, 
just as you also are doing.  

But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor 
among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, and 
that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace 
with one another.  

We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help 
the weak, be patient with everyone.  See that no one repays another with evil for 
evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all people.  

Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit; do not despise prophetic 
utterances. But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good; 
abstain from every form of evil.  Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify 
you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, 
without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Faithful is He who calls 
you, and He also will bring it to pass.  
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Brethren, pray for us.  

Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss. I adjure you by the Lord to have this 
letter read to all the brethren.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you4 

 

                                            
4 New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update. LaHabra, CA : The Lockman 
Foundation, 1995, S. 2 Th 1:1-3:18 


