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Lesson 179 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 531 – Paul Begins a Second Journey  
 
Memory Verse: Romans 8:28 “And we know that God causes all things to work 
together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to 
His purpose.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Acts 15:36-16:15 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 264 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Weakness of Men 
 
Key Theme: God’s grace and God’s strength is revealed through man’s weakness. 
 
The incident at the beginning of Paul’s second missionary journey regarding 
John Mark and Barnabas illustrates the grace of God and the manner in which 
God often brings about good in spite of man’s failure and weakness. John Mark 
was not as strong as Paul and Barnabas. Because of this, he did not complete the 
first journey when they traveled through Asia Minor. This was obviously 
distressing to Paul; and when the second journey was proposed, Paul was 
unwilling to take a chance on John Mark, preferring to separate from Barnabas 
and undertake the second journey with a new partner, Silas. On the other hand, 
Barnabas took John Mark and proceeded to Cyprus. The result—now there 
were two missionary thrusts instead of the one. God used the weakness of both 
John Mark and Paul to spread the gospel even further. The weakness of John 
Mark—he was unable or unwilling to go further with Paul on the first trip. The 
weakness of Paul—he was seemingly intolerant of weakness in others. Whether 
this intolerance was born out of his intense drive to spread the gospel to the 
Gentiles or some other trait in his character is not known. But the fact that he 
later valued John Mark and that Barnabas saw value in taking John Mark with 
him to Cyprus leads one to believe that something in the character of Paul 
and/or Barnabas augmented the break. 
   
This incident was not without its later benefits. John Mark went on to write the 
gospel of Mark, and Paul later tells Timothy to bring John Mark because “he is 
useful to me for service (II Timothy 4:11).” Later in life, Paul saw the hand of 
God in a different weakness, his own thorn in the flesh, and realized how God 
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works through our human weaknesses (II Corinthians 12:9). Perceived 
weakness in others should lead us to realize that our weaknesses are no less 
difficult for others; God can overcome any weakness, both ours and those of 
others.  
 
One final note: As Christians, we are to love our Christian brothers and sisters. 
The word used in John 13:34 is agapao, which is the kind of love that places 
highest value on the object. This word does not necessarily imply affability. 
This kind of love does not seek to love because the other is loveable or likeable. 
Yet, this is the kind of love commanded. Therefore, while one may obey this 
commandment and love another, it does not mean that the absence of affable 
relations means that this commandment is being disobeyed. Sometimes two of 
like spirit work much better apart because of a divergence of character. Paul 
and Barnabas apparently saw this truth and “agreed to disagree” and go their 
separate ways. Their goal was the same, but their paths were different. And 
God’s word was furthered all the same. 


