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Lesson 177 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
No Egermeier’s story for this lesson  
 
Memory Verse: Galatians 3:11 “Now that no one is justified by the Law before 
God is evident; for, ‘The righteous man shall live by faith.’ ” NASB 
 
Scripture:  
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 7 Letters to the Churches 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 351-353 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
This object lesson has been used previously: It is important to understand the 
difference between grace and works. Have one of the students do a task for an 
award that is agreed upon beforehand. Then give other students the same 
reward for doing nothing. Explain how the first student earned his reward, but 
the other students were given their reward on a grace basis. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: The Book of Galatians 
 
Key Theme: Justification is by faith alone. 
 
This letter was written to churches founded by Paul on his first missionary 
journey. He wrote about a problem that he perceived to be very serious. He had 
preached the gospel, and many had become believers. Shortly afterwards, he 
received word that some were distorting the gospel, suggesting that they had to 
keep the Law in addition to believing. He thus wrote to urgently address this 
issue. 
 
The book can be divided into three sections. Chapters 1-2 comprise the 
personal section. After identifying the problem, Paul discusses how the gospel 
was revealed to him. He states that he received the gospel directly from God. 
He then describes application of the gospel at the Jerusalem conference and 
with Peter at Antioch. At the Jerusalem conference, he discussed the gospel 
with the leaders of the church at Jerusalem. Using Titus as a test case, they 
determined that the gentile believers should not be burdened with keeping the 
Law. Later, Paul accused Peter of hypocrisy, returning to law keeping and 
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withdrawing from associating with the Gentiles. Chapter 2 is very important for 
demonstrating the importance Paul placed on keeping the gospel message 
straight. One might consider spending some extra time on this chapter. 
 
Chapters 3-4 constitute the doctrinal section. This is where Paul expounds on 
the theme of justification by faith. He reminds the Galatians that they were not 
justified by law keeping. He then uses the example that Abraham was not 
justified by law keeping. He draws the conclusion that no one is justified by law 
keeping. He then discusses the purpose of the Law. The Law pointed out sin, 
showing them that it was impossible to attain salvation through one’s own 
merit. The Law leads us to justification by faith. He uses the example of the 
paidagogos, the slave whose responsibility was to get a child to school so he could 
be taught. 
 
Finally, chapters 5-6 represent the practical section. Paul begins by describing 
the freedom of the Christian life lived by faith. He warns that the freedom must 
be guided by love and the desire to serve one another. He then compares the 
deeds of the flesh with the fruit of the Spirit. He finishes by telling the Galatian 
believers the responsibility they have to other believers—to be teachers of the 
Word—and toward Paul. 
 
There are few books in the New Testament more relevant to the believer today 
than Galatians. The battle to maintain the purity and simplicity of the gospel is 
an ongoing struggle. While many understand that salvation is by grace, through 
faith, many resort to legalism and merit mentality in living the Christian life. 
We are saved by grace, through faith. We live the Christian life by grace, 
through faith. 
 


