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Lesson 176 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 527 - Paul and Barnabas Mistaken for Gods 
 
Memory Verse: James 1:5 “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, 
who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.”  
NASB 
 
Scripture: Acts 14:8-28 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 262 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
When things seem hard to believe, all that is required to make things believable 
is to show some proof. If the new girl in your class says her dad is a linebacker 
for the Chiefs, all she would need to do to prove it to all the kids in the class is to 
have her daddy come to class in his Chiefs uniform. If I tell you that I can do a 
back flip standing flat-footed in front of you, all I would have to do to prove it is 
to do exactly what I said I could do.   
 
The reason there are miracles in the Bible is to provide proof that God is 
involved. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Attesting miracles and the need for knowledge of the 
Scriptures. 
 
Key Theme: Because the Bible warns that there can be false claims by some 
concerning miracles, we need to have a good idea of what the Bible teaches about 
miracles. 
 
There are three words used in the New Testament that are translated miracle. 
 
1. δυναµις  (dunamis) - means “power” and looks at the event as being  

something beyond normal human ability. 
 
2. σηµειον ( sameion) - means “sign” and looks at the purpose of the event. 
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3. τερας  (teras) - means “amazing”, or “wonder”, and looks at the results of the  
event. 

 
It is interesting to note that the English word miracle is more of an 
interpretation than a translation in the New Testament. The word most often 
translated miracle is the word dunamis and, as such, looks at the outward 
expression of power. 
 

Exodus 41-5  “Then Moses said, ‘What if they will not believe me or listen to 
what I say? For they may say, 'The Lord has not appeared to you.’ The Lord 
said to him, ‘What is that in your hand?’ And he said, ‘A staff.’ Then He said, 
‘Throw it on the ground.’ So he threw it on the ground, and it became a 
serpent; and Moses fled from it. But the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out 
your hand and grasp [it] by its tail’—so he stretched out his hand and caught 
it, and it became a staff in his hand—‘that they may believe that the Lord, 
the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, has appeared to you.’ ” 

 
Verse 5 explains the reason for the performance of this sign or wonder. In the 
New Testament there are similar passages explaining the reasons for such signs. 
 

John 3:1-2  “Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a 
ruler of the Jews; this man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, ‘Rabbi, 
we know that You have come from God [as] a teacher; for no one can do 
these signs that You do unless God is with him.’ ” 

 
Jesus healed a paralytic to show that He had the authority to forgive sins: 
 

Matthew 9:6-7  “ ‘But so that you may know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins’—then He said to the paralytic, ‘Get up, 
pick up your bed and go home.’ And he got up and went home.” 
 

Isaiah foretold that the Messiah would heal the blind. 
 

Isaiah 29:18  “On that day the deaf will hear words of a book, And out of 
[their] gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see.” 

 
When John the Baptist was in prison, he asked his disciples to inquire of Jesus, 
whether He is the Messiah or not.  Jesus’ answer is revealing: 
 

Matthew 11:2-5  “Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the works of 
Christ, he sent [word] by his disciples and said to Him, ‘Are You the 
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Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?’ Jesus answered and said 
to them, ‘Go and report to John what you hear and see: [the] blind receive 
sight and [the] lame walk, [the] lepers are cleansed and [the] deaf hear, [the] 
dead are raised up, and [the] poor have the gospel preached to them.’ ” 
 

We can see, then, that the signs, wonders, expressions of power, are attesting to 
the divine. In the case of the disciples who performed such miracles, these were 
attesting to the divine nature of their message. 
 

Luke 9:1-2  “And He called the twelve together, and gave them power and 
authority over all the demons and to heal diseases. And He sent them out to 
proclaim the kingdom of God and to perform healing.” 

 
We are warned that the possibility exists for false prophets to perform signs: 
 

Matthew 24:24-25 “For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will 
show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect. 
Behold, I have told you in advance.” 

 
How, then, can we judge whether a sign attests to the divine or if there is a false, 
deceiving messenger? 
 
The answer lies simply in the object to which the sign or wonder points. 
Miracles that point to the divine will always point, not to the performer of the 
signs, but to God the false prophet will perform the sign to glorify himself or 
some other object of worship. 
 
That is what we can bring out of this passage in Acts. Paul and Barnabas were 
very adamant that the healing performed on the lame man was not to be 
interpreted as anything other than attesting to the divine nature of their 
message. 
 


