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Lesson 174 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 523 – Barnabas and Saul, First Missionaries  
 
Memory Verse: I Corinthians 15:3b “…Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Acts 13:1-13 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 261 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Salvation 
 
Key Theme: The Plan of Salvation 
 
As humans, are we in need of salvation? What do we need to be saved from? 
The God of the universe is a perfect judge. Failure to meet His moral standard 
and law must be met with punishment. The wage of sin, regardless of which 
one, is death. There is no sliding scale or shading with sin. Some sins are not 
worse than others. Sin is sin whether it is petty theft, idolatry, adultery, or 
whatever. That is the standard according to His word. “Cursed is he who does 
not confirm the words of this law by doing them…” (Deuteronomy 27:26). If 
God fails to meet His own standard, then He did not keep His word. If God 
does not keep His own word, then He would curse Himself. And if that is the 
case, He would not be much of a god. 
 
When we mess up, and we all do, God has no choice (because He does not 
change) but to respond. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” 
(Romans 3:23). The issue of sin started in the Garden of Eden and has been 
passed down to the entire human race. Sin is why there is suffering and death. 
The bad things that happen in our world are the result of sin. All men are slaves 
to sin (Romans 6:17). We are all cursed by sin. “Christ redeemed us from the 
curse of the Law…” (Galatians 3:13). The Law demands perfection, and we 
cannot deliver. Romans 5:6-10 further elaborates the condition of man in 
relation to God with four words: helpless, ungodly, sinners, and enemies. We 
are absolutely hopeless on our own merits and efforts. Even if we make a 99 out 
of 100 (if we are honest that score is too high), we have failed the test. We are 
dead, literally and figuratively. 
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Is there hope? The answer is an emphatic yes. II Corinthians 5:21 informs us, 
“He made Him who knew no sin [to be] sin on our behalf, so that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him.” “He” is God the Father. “Him” is 
Jesus who died in the place of the guilty sinner, us. God the Father allows Jesus 
to pay our penalty. Jesus is the perfect substitution. He fulfilled the Law. 
 
We, the guilty, were purchased with a price (I Corinthians 6:19-20). The price 
was the blood as of an unblemished and spotless lamb, Christ (I Peter 1:18-19). 
Christ purchased us with His own blood (Acts 20:28). All of the work being 
done is by God. Man’s only contribution is sin. 
 
What is required of man? What does man have to do for his salvation? “A man 
is justified by faith apart from the works of the Law,” Romans 3:28. The issue 
is our attitude. Do we believe this is sufficient? It is not about religious 
performance or ritual or good deeds. These acts and deeds cannot pay the fine 
for our sin. The fine is too expensive, and we can not afford it or ever pay for 
the price of sin. The standard of the Law is perfection. Salvation is a gift. 
Romans 3:24, we are “justified as a gift by His grace.” Salvation is something 
we cannot merit. It is a gift given to us if we believe it.  
 
“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes,” 
Romans 10:4. 
 
Excerpts and notes from The Foundations of Our Great Salvation,  
Chester McCalley. 
 


