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Lesson 173 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 522 – Barnabas and Saul at Antioch  
 
Memory Verse: I Corinthians 15:3b “…Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Acts 11:19-30; 12:24-25 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 259 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: The Gospel 
 
Key Theme: The Simplicity of the Gospel Message 
 
In today’s lesson, Paul and Barnabas are called to travel and spread the gospel. 
This gives us an opportunity to review the basics of the gospel and present the 
gospel to those who may not be believers. 
 
The word “gospel” means “good news.” The word was used in everyday Greek 
for any good news, such as a wedding announcement. When we speak of the 
gospel, we refer to a very specific piece of good news regarding what Jesus did 
for us on the cross. 
 
Confusion is created when people  add to the gospel message. The gospel 
consists of three components: a person, a work, and an accomplishment. The 
person—Jesus Christ. The work—died on the cross. The accomplishment—for 
our sins. I Corinthians 15:3 is the key passage on the gospel, “…Christ died for 
our sins….” 
 
The students should be able to commit this to memory. If one wants to 
simplify, perhaps the following would work. 
Who?  Jesus Christ 
What?  Died 
Why?  For our sins 
This should be drilled frequently, perhaps weekly. 
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Notice that the Gospel is not a command to do anything. It is not an invitation 
to do anything, such as repent, ask Jesus into your heart, or make Jesus Lord of 
your life. It is a simple statement of fact. We respond to this the way we 
respond to any statement of fact. We either believe it, or we don’t. 
 


