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Lesson 170 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 516 – A Man Is Healed of Palsy 
Page 516 – Dorcas Is Raised from the Dead  
 
Memory Verse: Romans 1:1 “Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called [as] an 
apostle, set apart for the gospel of God.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Acts 9:32-35, 9:36-43 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 257 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Miracles 
 
Key Theme: Miracles were the God-given validation of the message of the one 
performing the miracle. 
 
The miracles of the Bible are God-given proof of the validity of the message of 
the prophets in the Old Testament and Jesus and the apostles in the New 
Testament. The message of the prophets was often accompanied by signs, 
wonders, and mighty deeds. There are four words used in the New Testament 
for miracles. The first is the Greek word �dunamis. This word has as its root 
meaning strength, power, and ability. It is used 119 times in the New 
Testament, and 19 of those times it is translated by the word miracle or miracles. 
The stress of this word is in the power of the act, the force that effected the 
miracle. Throughout the Old Testament, the power of God was shown through 
the mighty works of the prophets. The miracles of Jesus were given to show that 
He is the Son of God. 
 
The next word used for miracles is sameion, which is the word for a sign, a mark 
or a token. This word is used “of miracles and wonders by which God 
authenticates the men sent by Him, or by which men prove that the cause they 
are pleading is God’s.”1 It is the prophets’ and apostles’ credentials that they are 
representing God and is often translated signs. It is also the proof that Jesus was 
indeed the Son of God. This word is used 77 times in the New Testament. 
 

                                            
1 Thayer's Greek Lexicon, pg. 573, 2b 
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The third word used for miracles is the Greek word teras. It is used 16 times in 
the New Testament, and refers to “a prodigy, portent miracle: performed by 
any one.”2 This word stresses the effect of the act on the observer and is often 
translated wonders. It causes amazement, wonder, astonishment. It gets the 
attention of the observer. This word never stands alone to describe a miracle; 
there is always another word with it (for instance, “signs and wonders”). There 
is good reason for this. Wonder is a subjective matter and describes a human 
emotional response. God wants us to see the miracles of Jesus as true and 
objective. 
 
The fourth word used for miracles is ergon and is translated works. It designates 
that which is normal with God. Jesus could eat a meal or raise a dead man; it is 
nothing more than a simple work with Him—one is as simple as the other. 
 
The following is from notes taken from the teaching of Chester McCalley. It 
lists the characteristics of miracles. 
 
The Characteristics of Miracles3 

1. The historical framework (John 2:1) 
The miracles of Jesus are all within a historical framework. They are all 
actual events. 

2. They are all reasonable if we believe two things: 
a. God exists. 
b. God is powerful. 

3. They are not to entertain, but to help. He refused to perform for Herod 
(Luke 23:8-9). 

4. They were never used to retaliate. 
There was a suggestion by His disciples to use them this way, but He 
refused (Luke 9:51-56). What is Jesus forcing men to do, since all of His 
miracles are to help and never retaliatory? He is saying that if men reject 
Him, they must reject His grace. Men do not have to respond to Him 
because they feared His retaliation; they had to reject His grace. 

5. They are all gracious. There was never a fee. No remuneration was 
received or required. 

6. They are all instantaneous. There is no time lapse between the 
pronouncement and the completion. 

7. They are all undeniable (John 11:47; Mark 3:22). Even His fiercest 
enemies could not deny them. 

8. They were all open and public. There were none done in secret (Acts 
26:26; John 18:20). 

                                            
2 Ibid, pg.620 
3 McCalley, Chester A., August 15, 1984, Life of Christ, 7:00PM 
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9. They were in a variety of settings. 
a. Sickness (Mark 1:29-31) 
b. Disease (Mark 1:41-42) 
c. Demon possession (Mark 5:1-20) 
d. Death (Mark 5:35-45 

 
The miracles performed by Jesus and the apostles in the New Testament and by 
the prophets in the Old testament all have the same purpose: To attest to 
humanity the validity of the message as from God and of the messenger as sent 
from God. 
 
 


