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Lesson 165 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 495 – Sharing in the Early Church 
Page 496 – An Angel Opens Prison Door  
 
Memory Verse: Acts 5:29b “…‘We must obey God rather than men.’ ” NASB 
 
Scripture: Acts 4:32-5:11; Acts 5:12-42 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 6 The Persecution 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 116 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Obedience in Spite of Opposition 
 
Key Theme: Obedience to God in difficult times—past, present, and future 
considerations 
 
There are many examples of characters in the Bible who were obedient to God 
during difficult times. Four examples are provided in the book of Daniel. They 
include Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. These guys were exiled from 
their home to a foreign land. Their names were changed. They were educated 
according to the customs of their captors. Their language was changed. 
 
But a line was drawn by Daniel when it came to food and drink. Daniel 1:8 
states that Daniel would not defile himself with the king’s food and wine. A 
request was made to eat vegetables and drink water. The request was ultimately 
granted. As a result, their appearance was better than others, and they were 
“fatter.” Their obedience under stress resulted in God granting them knowledge 
and intelligence. For Daniel specifically, he was able to understand visions and 
dreams. Eventually, these boys entered into the king’s service. 
 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego (their Babylonian names) ultimately 
refused to worship Nebuchadnezzar’s image and gods (Daniel 3:12-20). They 
refused to worship the image despite legal decree, social and cultural pressures, 
music, pomp, and religious circumstances. The threat of death by a fiery 
furnace did not deter them. These Jewish boys were even brought to the king 
himself, and they did not bow down and worship. As a result, they were bound 
and thrown into a stoked, hot furnace. But their lives were spared. The fire had 
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no effect. God was ultimately glorified. Blasphemy toward God resulted in death 
and destruction of property. Financially, the three Jewish boys prospered.  
 
Fast forward to the future—there will be a generation who has the same 
pressure to worship a leader and his image. This generation will even be 
pressured to take a mark on their forehead or right hand. Refusal to take the 
mark will result in the inability to engage in commerce or trade. Failure to 
worship the image will result in physical death (Revelation 13:16-18).  
 
The good news is those who die in the Lord may rest from their labors. 
Spiritually, the consequences for taking the mark and worshipping the image 
are eternal. Those who take the mark and worship the false image face the full 
wrath and anger of God. They will be tormented with fire and brimstone 
without rest, forever and ever, day and night (Revelation 14:9-13). 
 
Today’s world provides many opportunities to be obedient to God with external 
opposition. For example, our culture has taken coveting and gathering material 
possessions as a form of success and comparison. Our economy is driven by the 
consumer “keeping up with the Joneses.” Socially, the aspiration and 
possession of things are the meaning of life. We have heard and seen the 
commercials with the catchy jingle, “You deserve it, you know you want it.” 
Billboards are everywhere with diamonds, gold, and silver. If we buy this 
product, we will be like the pretty people. The pressure is everywhere and in all 
forms of media(TV, radio, internet).  
 
God’s standard has not changed. Exodus 20:17, “You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s….” 
 


